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SERMON I. 

2 Samuel xix. 21. iftPart. 

But Ahijhai /aid, Shall not SMmei be put to 
death for this F 

— T T has not a good afpedt This is 

I the (econd time Abifhai has propofed 
Shimei's de(lru6ion ; once in the 1 6th 
chapter, on a fudden tranfport of indignation, 
when Shimei curfed David, — *« Why Jhould this 
" dead dog, cried Abilhai, carfi my lord the 
«« king; let me go over^ I pray thee^ and cut off 

«* his heady This had fomcthingat ieaft of 

gallantry in it; for in doing it he hazarded his 
own ; and befides the offender was not other • 
wife to be come at : the fecond time, is in the 
text ; when the offender was abfohuely in their 

power when the blood was cool ; and the 

fuppliant was holding up his hands for mercv, 
— Shall not Shimei, anfwered Abifliai, be 
put to death for this? So unrelenting a pnrfiiit 
looks lefs like juftice than revenge, which is fo 
cowardly a paffion, that it renders Abifliai's 
A 2 



4 S E R M O N I. 

firft inftance almoft inconfiftcnt with the fecond. 
I (hall not endeavour to reconcile them ; but 
confine the dilcourfe fimply to Shimei; and 
make fuch reflexions upon his charaifler as may 
be of ufe to fociety. 

Upon the news of his fon Abfalom's con- 
fpiracy, David had fled from Jerufalcm, and 
from his own houfc for fafety : the reprefenta- 
tion given of the manner of it,' is truly affec- 
ting : never was a fccne of forrow fo full of 

diftrefs! 

The king fled with all his houftiold to fave 
himfelf from the fword of the man he loved : 
he fled with all the marks of humble forrow — 
**«uy/M his head covered^ and barefoot i"*^ and as 
he went by the afcent of mount Olivet, the fa- 
cred hiflorian fays he wept — feme gladfome 

fcenes, perhaps, w^ich there had pafTed 

fome hours of feftlvity he had lliared with Ab- 
falom in better days, prefTed tenderly upon na- 
ture, he wept at this fad viclflitude of 

things: — and all the people that were with 
him, fmitten with his aflHifiion, co-jcrcd each 
man his head — '■Jireping as he ^vent up. 

It was on this occafionj when David had got 
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SERMON I. 
to Bajiurim, that Shimei the Ton of Gera, as 
■we read in the 5th vcrfe, cancc out: — was it 
with the choicell oils he could gather from 

mount Olivet, to pour into his wounds ? 

Times and troubles had not done enough ; and 
thou cameft out, Shimei, to add thy portion — 
. *• And as he came^ he curfed Davids and 
threm)Jiones and caft dujl at htm; and thus faid 
Shimei i ix)hen he curfed: Go to, thou man of* 
Beliel — thou hafi fought bloody — and heboid thoa 
art caught in thy o^n viifch'ief\ for now hath 
the Lord returned upon thee all the blood of 
Saul and his houfe. 

There is no fmall degree of malicious craft in 
fixing upon a feafon to give a mark of enmity 
and ill will : a word, — a look, which at one 
time would make no impreffion — at another 
time wounds the heart; and like a fhaft flying 
with the wind, pierces deep, which, with its 
own natural force, would fcarcc have reached 
the object aimed at. 

This feeraed to have been Shimei's hopes : 
but excels of malice makes men too quickfighted 
even for their own purpofe. Could Shimei 
poffibly have waited for the ebb of David's paf- 



< 



6 SERMON I. 

fionsy and tiU the firft great confli<5k within him 
had been over — then the reproach of being 
guilty of Sanl's blood muft have hurt him — his 
heart was poffefTed with other feelings— it bled 
for the deadly Ring which Abfalom had given 
him — he felt not the indignity of a ftranger— 
Beholdi my fon Abfalom^ nuho came out of my 
ho^c/jf fecketh my life — ho^ much more may 
Shimei da It? — let him alone; it may he the 
Lord may look upon my affliCiion^ and requite me 
good for this evil** 

An injury unanfwered in courfe grows weary 

of itfelf, and dies away in a voluntary remorfe. 

In bad difpofitions capable of no reftraint but 

fear it has a different cffedt the filent 

digeftion of one wrong provokes a fecond. • 

He purfues him with the fame inve«5live ; and 
as David and bis men ivent by the nvay, Shimei 
ivent along on the bilPs Jide over againfl him; 
and curfed as he 'went, and caji duji at him» 
The infolence of bafe minds in fuccefs is 
^ boundlefs ; and would fcarce admit of a com- 
panion, did not they themfelves furnifli us with 
one in the degrees of their abjedlion when evil 
returns upon them — the fame poor heart which 
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SERMON I. 7 

excites ungenerous tempers to triumph over a 
fallen adverfary ; in fome inflances ieems to ex-* 
alt them above the point of courage, (inks them 
in others even below cowardice. Not un- 
like fome little particles of matter ftruck off 

from the furface of the dirt by fun-fiiine 

dance and fport there whiift it lafis — but the 
moment it is withdrawn — they fall down — for 
duft they are —and unto duft they will retura 

whilft firmer and larger bodies prcferve the 

Aations which nature has afiigned tbem^ fub- 
jefled to laws which no change of weather can 
alter. 

This IstCty did not feem to be Shimet's cafe ; 
in all David's profperity, there is no mention 
made of him — he ehruft himielf forward in- 
to the circle, and poffibly was numbered amongd 
&iends and well-wifhers. 

When the fcene changes, and David's troa« 
bles force him to leave ha houie in defpair — 
Shimei is the fir£k man we hear of, who comer 
out againfl; him. 

The wheel turns round once more; Abialont 
is caft down and David returns in peace— Shi- 
mei fuits his behaviour to the occa&pni and is 
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/ the firft man alfo who haftcs to greet hii 
and had the \^heel turned round a hut ^^^ ^ 
times, Shimei, 1 dare fay, in every p'cnoi ^ ^ 
rotation, would have been uppermoft". ^^ 

O Shimei ! would to heaven when thoi^ ^^. 
ilain, that all thy family had been flain wi'tf 
thee ; and not one o? thy refemblance left ! but 
ye have multiplied exceedingly and repleniflied 

the earth; and if I prophefy rightly Ye 

will in the end y«^^2/^ it. 

There is not a charaSer in the world which 
\/ has fo bad an inHuencs upon the affairs oP it, 
as this of Shimei : whilH power meets ^ith ho- 
neft checks, and the evils of life with honeft 
refuge, the world will never be undone;' but 
thou, Shimei, had fapp*d it at both extremes ; 
for thou corrupted profperity — and it is thou 
who haft broken th^ heart of poverty : and fo 
]ong as worthlefs fpirits can be aaibitious ones» 
it is a charadter we fhall never want. O ! it 
mfefts the court the camp the cabinet- 
it infefts the church - — go where you will- — — 
in every quarter, in every profeflion, you fee a 
Shimei following the wheels of the fortunate 
through thick mire and clay.-- 
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— Hafte, Shimei! — hafte; or thou wilt be 
undone for ever— Shimei girded up his loins 
and fpeeded after him — behold the hand which 
governs everjr thing,— takes the wheels from 
oS his chariot, fo that he who driveth, driveth 
on heavily— Shimei doubles his fpeed — but it is 
the contrary way ; he flies like the wind over a 
iandy defart, and the place thereof (hall know 

it no more ftay, Shimei ! it is your patron 

—your friend — your benefactor; — it is the 
man who has raifed you from the dunghil — it 
is all one to Shimei : Shimei is the barometer of (^ 
every man's fortune ; marks the rife and fall 
of it» and with all the variations from fcorch- 
ing hot to freezing cold upon his countenance, 

that the fmile will admit of, Is a cloud upon 

thy affairs ?— fee — it hangs over Shimei *s brow 
— haft thou been fpoken for to the king or the 

captain of the hoft without fuccefs ? look 

not into the court -kalendar the vacancy is 

filled up in Shimei's face — art thou in debt ? — 
though not to Shimei — no matter — the worft 
officer of the law (hall not be more infolent. 

What then, Shimei, is the guilt of poverty 
fo black — is it ef fo general a concerui that 

Vol, -^11. B 
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thou and all thy family mud rife up as one man 
to reproach it ?— vhen it loft every thing- 
did it lofe the right to pity too ? or did he who • 
maketh poor as well as maketh rich, ftrip it of 
its natural powers to mollify the hearts and fap« 
pie the temper of your race?— Truft me, ye 
have much to anfwer for ; it is this treatment 
which it has ever met with from fpirits like 
yours, which has gradually taught the world 
to look upon it as the greateft of evils and {hun it 

as the worft dlfgrace and what is it, I be* 

feech you what is it that man will not do, 

to keep clear of fo fore an imputation and pu- 
nifliment ? — is it not, to flie from this, thati^^ 
Hfes early — late takes reji ; and eats the bread 

ef carefulnefs ? that he plots, contrives-:— 

fwears — lies— ihuffles- puts on all ihapes — ^ tries 

all garments, wears them, with this, or 

that fide outward—juft as it favours his efcape. 
They, who have confidered our nature, af- 
/firm, that ihame and difgrace are two of the 
mod infupportable evils of human life : the 
courage and fpirits of many have maftered o- 
ther misfortunes and borne themfelves up againft 
them ; but the wifeft and beft of fouls have not 
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been a match for thefe ; and we have many a 
tragical inftancc on record, what greater evils 
' have been run into, merely to avoid this one. 

Without this tax of infamy, poverty, with 
all the burdens it lays upon our fle(h — fo long 
as it is virtuous, could never break the fpirits 
of a man ; all its hunger and pain and naked- 
nefs are nothing to it : they have fome coun - 
terpoiie of good ; and befides they are directed 
by providence, and muft be fubmitted to : but 
thofe are afllidlions not from the hand of G o d 
or nature — ** for they do come forth of the dust, 
and moft properly may be faid to fpring out of 
the GROUND, and this is the reafon they lay 
fuch ftrefs upon our patience, — and in the end, 
create fuch a diftrud of the world, as makes us 
look up — and pray, Let me fall into thy hands ^ 
O God! but let me not fall into the hands of 
771 en^^ 

Agreeable to this was the advice of Ellphas 

to Job in the day of his diftrefs ; ** acquaint 

tkyfelfy faid he, now ivith God:" — indeed Lis 
poverty feemed to have left him no other : the 
fvvords of the Sabeans had frightened thcni a- 
way — all but a few friends; and of whiit kind 
B 2 
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12 S E R M O N I. 

they were, the very proverb, of Job's comfort* 

ers — fays enough. 

It is an inftance which gives one great con* 
ccrn for human nature, ** That a man, nuho 

al*ways 'wept for him who was in trouble; • 

tvho nevtr faii) any pertjh for nuant of cloathtng; 
•^^who never fuffered the Jiranger to lodge in the 
fireet^ hut opened his door to the traveller ; — — 
that a man of fo good a charader, — «« that he 
never caufed the eyes of the <widonv to fail ^ — or 
had eaten his morfel hy himfelf alone^ and the 
fatherlefs had not eaten thereof; that fuch a 
man, the moment he fell into poverty, fhould 
have occafion to cry out for quarter, — Have 
mercy upon me^ my friends I for the hand of 
God has touched me. Gentlenefs and hu- 
manity (one would think) would melt the hard- 
eft heart and charm the fierceft fpirit; bind up 
the mod violent hand, and ftiH the moft abufive 
tongue : - but the experiment failed in a ftronger 
inftance of him, whofe meat and drink it was 
to do us good ; and in piirfuit of which, whofe 
whole life was a continued fcene of kindnefs 
and of infults, for which we muft go back to 
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the fame explanation with which we fet out, — 
and that is, the fcandal of poverty. 

*• Thtsfellcnviue knonv not nvbence he //" — 
. was the popular cry of one part; and with 
thofe who feemed to know better, the querc, 
did not lefTen the difgrace : — Is not this the car- 
penter, the fon of Mary? — of Mary! — great 
God of Ifrael ! What ! — of the meaneft of thy 
people ! (for he had not regarded the lonu eftate 
of his hand-maiden) — and of the pooreft too! 
(for (he had not a lamb to offer, but was puri- 
fied as Mofes directed in fuch a cafe, by the 
oblation of a turtle dove.) 

That the Saviour of their nation, could 
be poor, and not have where to lay his head, 

was a crime never to be forgiven; and 

though the purity of his do<5brine, and the 
works which he had done in its fupport, were 
ftronger arguments on its fide, than his humi- 
liation could be againft it, — yet the offence ftill 
remained ; — they looked for the redemption of 
Ifrael; but they would have it only in thofe 
dreams of power which filled their imagina- 
tion. — 

Ye who weigh the worth of all things only 
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J in the gold-fmith's balance! — ^was this relig 
for you — a religion whofe appearance was i 
great and fplendid, — but looked thin and m 
grc, and vhofc principles and promifes (hey 
more like the curies of the law, than its bl 
fings: — for they called for fufferings and p 
mifed little but periecntions. 

In truth it is not eafy for tribulation or 
ftreis, for nakednefs or famine, to make ms 
converts out of pride ; or reconcile a worl 
heart to the fcom and reproaches, which w 
fure to be the portion of every one who 
lieved a myftery fo difcredited by the world, s 
fo unpalatable to all its pafiions and pieafuri 

But to bring this fermon to its proper c( 
clufion. 

If Aftrea or Justice never finally took i 
V leave of the world, till the day that povc 
firft became ridiculous, it is matter of confc 
tion, that the God of Juftice is ever over i 
—that whatever outrages the lownefs ot < 
condition may be ezpofed to, from a mean i 
undifcerning world, — that we walk in thep 
fence of the grcateft and mofl: generous of '. 
ings, who is infinitely removed from cru< 
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and (Iraitnefs of mind, and all thofe little and 
illiberal paQions, with which we hourly infult 
each other. 

The worft part of mankind are not always 
to be conquered— but if they are— it is by the 
imitation of tbefe qualities which muft do it :-> 
it is true — as I have (hewn — they may fail ; but 
dill all is not loQy — for if we conquernot the 
world, — in the very attempts to do it» we (tall J 
at lead conquer ourfelves, and lay the founda- 
tion of our peace (where it ought to be) within 
our own hearts. 
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SERMON II. 

aKfNGs XX. 15. 

And he /aid, What have theyfeen in thine houfe? 
and Hezekiah anfwered. All the things that 
are in my houfe have they feem there is no* 
thing amongjl all my treafures that I have 
notjhewn them. 
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ND where was the harm, you will 
fay in this ? 
An eaftem prince, the Ton of Baladine, had 
fent me^engers with preients as far as from Ba- 
bylon, to congratulate Hezekiah upon the re- 
covery from his ficknefs; and Hezekiah, who 
was a good prince, a^ed confidently with him- 
felf ; he received and entertained the men and 
hearkened unto theniy and before he fent theiti 
all away, he courteoufly fhewed them all that 
was worth a ftranger's curiofity in his houfe and 
in his kingdom, — —and in this, feemed only 
to have difcharged himfelf of what urbanity or 
B 2 
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the ettiquete of courts might require. Not- 
withftanding this, in the verfe which imme- 
diately follows the text, we find he had done 
amifs ; and as a punifhment for it, that all his 
riches, which his forefathers had laid up in ftore 
unto that day, were threatened to be carried 
away in triumph to Babylon,-— -the very 
place from whence the nieflengers had come. 

A hard return ! and what his behaviour does 
not feem to have deferved. To fet this mat- 
ter in a clear light, it will be neceflary to en- 

large upon the whole ftory, the refledlions 

which will arife out of it, as we go along, may 

help us at leaft, 1 hope they will be of ufe 

on their own account. 

After. the miraculous defeat of the Aflyrians, 
we read in the beginning of this chapter, that 
Hezekiah was fick even unto death ; and that 
God fends the prophet Ifaiah, with the unwel- 
come meflage. That he Jloould fet his houfe in or- 
der, for that hefhould die and not live. 

There are many inftances of men, who have 
received fuch news with the greateft eafe of 
mind, and even entertained the thoughts of it 
with fmiles upon their countenances,— and this, 



S E R M O N II. 21 

cither from ftrength of fpirits and the natural 
chearfulnefs of their temper, — or that, they 
knew the -world,— and cared not for it,— or ex- 
pelled a better : yet thoufands of good men 

with all the helps of philofophy, and again (I 
all the aflurances of a well fpent life, that the 
change muft be to their account,— upon the 
approach of death have ftill leaned towards 
this world, and wanted fpirits and refolution 
to bear the ilhock of a feparation from it for 
ever. 

This in fome meafure feemed to have been 
Hezekiah's cafe; for though he had walked 
before God in truth, and with a perfeft heart, 
and had done that which was good in his fight, 
yet we find that the hafty fummons afflic- 
ted him greatly; — that upon the delivery of 

the meflage he wept fore ; that he turned 

his face towards the wall, perhaps for the 

greater fecrecy of his devotion, and that, by 
withdrawing himfelf thus from all external ob- 
jects, he might offer up his. prayer unto his 
God, with greater and more fervent attention. 

' And he prayed, and faid, O Lord! I 

befeech thee remember O Hezekiah! How 
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conldft thou fear that God had forgotten tKee ? 
or. How couldft thou doubt of his remein* 
berance of thy btegrity, when he called thee to 
receive its recompeoce ? 

But here it appears of what materials inan 

is made : he purfues happinefs and Jrct^ is 

fo content with mifery, that he would wander 
for ever in this dark vale of it, — —and fiiy» 
**Ith good. Lord.' to he kere^ and to build ta* 
*• bernacles of reft:'*'' and fo long as we ate 
** clothed with fle(h, and nature has fo great 
a fhare within us, it is no wonder if that part 
claims it*s right, and pleads for the fweetncA 
of life, notwithftanding all its care and difap- 
pointmects. 

This natural weaknefs, no doubt, had its 
weight in Hczekiah's earneft prayer for life: 

• and yet from the fuccefs it met with, and the 

• immediate change of God's purpofe thereupon, 
it is hard to imagine, but that it muft have 
been accompanied with fome meritorious and 
more generous motive ; and if we fuppofe, as 
fome have done, that he turned his face towards 
the wall, becaufe that part of his chamber 
looked towards the temple, the care of whofe 
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prefery^tioQ jay next hi^ heart, we may confif- 
tenfly enpvgh giv? tbts ieoie to his prayer. 
** O God ! reooeaibeF how 1 have. walked be- 

•* fora. thee in truth;- how much I have 

" done to refcue thy religion from error and 
«< falfhood ;-^r— thou knoweli that the eyes of. 
** the world are fixed upon me, as one that hath 
•« forfaken their idolatry, and reftored thy wor- 
** (l^jp.;-;— that I ftai)d in the midft of a crooked 
<* and corrupt. generation, which looks througli- 
<< all my anions, and watches all events which 
** happen to me: if now they (hall fee me 
<* {hat;ched away in the midft of my days and 
•*, iervice, how will thy great name fuflfer in 
" mj extindipn? Will not thjB heathen fay, 

" This it is, to ferve the Goj> of Ifrael ! 

<* How faithfully did Hezekiah walk before 
«* him ? — what enemies did he bring upon 
«* himfelf, in too warmly promoting his wor- 
" £hip ? and now when the hour of ficknels 
•• and diftrefs came upon him, and he moft 
<< wanted the aid of his God — behold how 
<* he was forfaken!" 

It is not unreafonable, to afcribe fome fuch 
pious and more difinterefled motive to Heze- 
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krah*s defire of life, from the iffue and fuccefi 
of his prayer: -for it came to pafs before /- 

faiah had gone out into the middle courts that 
the *u)ord of the Lord came to him, faying^ Turn 
again and tell Hezekiah 1 have heard his prayer , 
I have feen his tears ^ and behold I ivill heal 
him. 

It was upon this occafion, as we read in the 
1 2th verfe of this chapter, that Baradoc-Bala- 
dan, fon of Baladin king of Babylon, fent let- 
ters and a prefent unto Hezekiah : he had heard 
the fame of his fickQefs and recovery : for as 
the Chaldeans were great fearchers into the fe- 
crets of nature, efpecially into the motions of 
the celeftial bodies, in all probability they had 
taken notice at that diflance, of the flrange 
appearance of the lhadow*s returning ten de- 
grees backwards upon their dials, and had en« 
quired and learned upon what account, and 
in whofe favour fuch a fign was given ; fo that 
this aftronomical miracle, befides the political 

' motive which it would fugged of courting fuch 
a favourite of heaven, had been fufficient by it- 
felf to have led a curious people as far as Jc- 
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rufalefhy that they might fee the man for whofc 
fake the fan had forfook his courfe. 

And here we fee how hard it is to (land the 

{hock of profpt rity, and how much truer a 

proof we give of our ftrength in that extreme 
of life, than in the other. 

In all the trials of adverfity, we find that 

Hczekiah behaved well, ^nothing unmaned 

him : when befieged by the Aflyrian hoft, 
which (but him up in Jerufalem, and threatened 
his deftrudion,— he flood unfhaken and de- 
pended upon God's fuccour: when caft 

down upon his bed of iicknefs, and threatened 
with death> he meekly turned his face towards 

the wall, wept and prayed, and depended 

upon GoD*s mercy: but no fooner does pro* 
fperity return upon him, and the meflengers 
from a far country come to pay the flattering 
homage due to his greatnefs, and -the extraor- 
dinary felicity of his life, but he turns giddy, 
and (inks under the weight of his good fortune, 
and with a tranfport unbecoming a wile man 
upon it,— it is faid, he hearkened unto the men, 
and ihewed them all the houfe of his preci- 
ous things, the filver and the gold, the fpiccs 

Vol. ir. D 
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and the precioos ointments, and all the honfe 
of his armour, and all that was found in his 
treafores ; that there was nothing in his houfe, 
nor in his dominions^ that Hezekiah (hewed 
them not: for though it is not exprefsly faid 
here, (though it is in the parallel paflage in 
Chronicles) —nor is he charged by the prophet 
that he did this out of vanity and a weak traix- 

fport of oftcntation; yet as we are fure. 

Cod could not be offended but where there was 
a real crime, we might reafonabfy conclude 
that this was his, and that he, who fearehes in- 
to the heart of man, beheld that his was cor- 
rupted with the blcflGngs he had given him ; 
and that it was juft to make what was the oc* 
cafion of his pride, become the inftrument of 
his puniftiment, by decreeing, that all the riches 
he had laid up in (lore until that day, ihoold 
be carried away in triumph to Babylon, the 
very place from whence the meffengers had 
come who had been eye-witnefles of his folly. 

** O Hexekiah ! How could ft thou provoke 
" Cod to bring this judgment upon thee? 
** How could thy fpirit, all -meek and gentle 
•* us it was, have ever fallen into this fnare? 
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•« Were they treafurcs rich as the earth — 
** What ! was thy heart fo vain as to be lift- 
** ed up therewith ? Was not all that was va- 
*• luable in the world— nay, was not heaven 
*• itfelf almoft at thy command whilft thou waft 
'* humble ? and, How was it, that thou couldft 
** barter away all this, for what was lighter 
«• than a bubble, and defecrate an a<5lion fo 
*< full of courtefy and kindnefs as thine appear- 
" cd to be, by fuffering it to take its rife from 
** fo polluted a fountain ?** 

There is fcarce any thing which the heart 
more unwillingly bears, than an analyfis of 
this kind. 

We are a ftrange compound ; and fomcthing 
foreign, from what charity would fufpeft, fo 
eternally twifts itfelf into what we do, that not 
only in momentous concerns, where intereft 
lifts under it all the power of difguife, — but 
even in the moft indifferent of our adions, — 

not worth a fallacy by force of habit, we 

continue it: fo that whatever a man is about, 

obferve him, he ftands arm'd infide 

and out with two motives ; an oftenfible one 

£or the world, and another which he re- 

D 2 
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ferves for his own private life ; —this, you may 
fay, the world has no concern with : it might 
have been fo ; but by obtruding the wrong 
motive upon the world, and fteallng from it a 

character, inftead of winning one; we give 

it a right, and a temptation along with it, tQ 
enquire into the aiTajr. 

The motives of the one for doing it, are 
often little better than the others fordeferying 
it. Let us fee if fomc focial virtue may be ex- 
tradled from the errors of both the one and the 
other. 

Vanity bids all her fons to be generous and 

brave, and her daughters to be chafte and 

courteous But why do we want her in- 

ftrudions ? -Afk the comedian vvho is taaght 

a part he feels not 

Is it that the principles of religion want 
ftrength, or that the real paffion fftr what is 
good and worthy will not carry us high enough ? 

God ! thou knoweft they carry us too high 

'We want not to /><?-— but io feevi-^ 

Look out of your door,— take notice of that 
man: fee what difquieting, intriguing and 
fhifting, he is content to go through, merely 
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to be thought a man of plain dealing : three 

grains of hcmefly would fave him ail this trou- 
ble: alas! he has them not. 

Behold a fecond under a (hew of piety hiding 

the impurities of a debauched life : he is 

joft entering the houfe of God : would he 

was more pure— or lefs pious:— but then he 
could not gain his point. 

Obferve a third going on almoft in the fame 

trad, with what an inflexible fan^ty of 

deportment, he fuftains htmfelf as he advances; 
—every line in his face writes abftinence; — 
every ftride looks like a check upon his defires : 
fee, I befeech you, how he is clok'd up with 
iermons, prayers and facraments ; and fo be* 
muffled with the externals of religion, that he 
has not a hand to fpare for a worldly purpofe; 
— he has armour at leaft—why does he put it 
on ? is there no ferving God without all this? 
muft the garb of religion be extended fb wide, 
to the danger of it's rending ? — Yes truly,* or 

it will not hide the fecret and, What is 

that? 

That the faint has no religion at all, 

But here comes Generosity; giving 
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not to a decayed artift- but to the arts and 

fciences themfelvcs.— See, — he builds not a cham* 
her in the 'wall apart for the prophet ; but whole 
fchools and colleges for thofe who come after. 

Lord ! how they will magnify his name ! 

it is in capitals already ; the firft — the htghe(l> 
in the gilded rent-roll of every hofpital and afy* 
lum 

One honed tear fhed in private over the 

unfortunate, is worth it all, 

"What a problematic fet of creatures does fi* 
mulation make us ! Who would divine that all 
that anxiety and concern fo vifible in the airs 
of one half of that great aflembly (hould arifc 
from nothing elfe, but that the other half of it 
may think them to be men of confequence, pc^ 
netration, parts and condudl? — What a noife 
amongll the claimants about it ? Behold Hu,' 

mility^ out of mere pride, and honeftly al- 

moft out of knavery: Chaflity^ never once 

in harm's way, and courage, like a Spanifh 

foldier upon an Italian ftage — a bladder full of 
wind.—- 

— Hark 1 that, the found of that trumpet, 
let not my foldier run, it is fome good 
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Chriftian giving alms« O, Pity ! thou gentlcft 
of human pafiions ! foft and tender are thy 
notesy and ill accord they with fo loud an in- 
ftrument. 

Thus fomething jars, and will for ever jar 
in thefe cafes : impofture is all diffonancey let 
what mafter foever of it undertake the part ; 
let him harmonize and modulate it as he may» 
one tone will contradi<5b another; and whil^ 
we have ears to hear we (ball ddinguifh it : it 
is truth only which is confident and ever in har- 
mony with itfelf : it fits upon our lips, like the 
natural notes of fome melodies, ready to drop 
out, whether we will or no ; — it racks no in- 
vention to let ourfelves alone,— and ncads fear 
no critic, to have the fame excellency in the 
heart which appears in the adion. 

It is a pleafing ailufion the fcripture makes 
ufe of in calling us fometimes a houfe, and 
fometimes a temple, according to the more or 
lefs exalted qualities of the fpiritual gueft which 
is lodged within us : whether this is the pre- 
cife ground of the diftindion, I will not affirm; 
but thus much may be fa id, that, if we are 
to be temples, it is truth and finglcnefs of heart 
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whick mnft make the dedication: it is tKu 
vrhich moft fird diftinguifh them from the un« 
hallowed pile, where dirty tricks and impoii* 
tions are pradtifed by the hod upon the travel* 
ler, who tarries but for a moment and returns 
not again. 

We all take notice, how clofe and referred 
people are ; but we do not take notice at the 
fame time, that every one may have fomething 
to conceal, as well as ourfelves ; and that we 
are only marking the diftances and taking the 
meafures. of felf- defence from each other^ in 
the very inftances we complain of: this is fo 
true, that there is fcarce any character fo rare, 
as a man of a real open and generous integrity, 

who carries his heart in his hand, who 

fays the thing he thinks ; and does the thing 
he pretends. Though no one can diflike the 

charader, yet Difcretion generally fhakes 

her head,— and the world foon lets him into 
the reafon. 

" that I had in the ivildernefr a lotting 
*« ofnvay-faring vien! that I might leavefucha 
•* people and go from them.^* Where is the 
man of a nice fenfe of truth and ftrong feelings. 
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from whom the duplicity of the world has not 
at one time or other wrung the fame wifli; 
and where lies the wildernels to which lome 
one has not fled, firom the fame melancholy 
impulfe ? 

Thus much for thofe who give occafion to 

be thought ill of: let us fay a word or two 

unto thofe who take it. 

But to avoid all common-place cant, as much 

as I can on this head, 1 will forbear to fay, 

becaufe I do not think it, — that it is a breach 
of Chrtftian charity^ to think or fpeak evil of 
our neighbour, etc. 

We cannot avoid it : our Opinions muft 
follow the evidence; and we are perpetually in 
ibch engagements and fituations, that it is our 
duties to fpeak what our opinions are — but God 
forbid, that this ever (hould be done, but from 
its beft motive — the fenfe of what is due to 
virtue, governed by difcretion and the utmoft 
fellow-feeling: were we to go on otherwife, 
beginning with the great broad cloak of hypo - 
crify, and fo down through all its little trim- 
mings and facings, tearing away without mercy 

Vol. II. E 
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all that looked feeml^y we fhould leave but 

a tatter'd world of it. 

But I confine what I have to fay to a cha- 
radler lefs equivocal, and which takes up loo 
much room in the world : it is that of thofe, 
who from a general diftruft of all that looks 
difinterefted, finding nothing to blame in an 

adtion, and perhaps much to admire in it, 

immediately fall foul upon it's motives : Does 
Job ferve God for nought ? What a vile infinu- 
ation ! befides, the queftion was not» whether 
Job w^s a rich man or a poor man ; -but, whe- 
ther he was a man of integrity or no ? and the 
appearances were Orong on his fide : indeed it 
might have been otherwife ; it was podible Job 
might be infmcere, and the devil took the ad- 
vantage of the die for it. 

It is a b«>d pi(aure, and done by a terrible 
niafter, and yet we are always copying it. Docs 
a man from real con virion of heart forfake his 

vices ? the pofition is not to be allowed, 

no; his vices have forfaken him. 

Does a pure virgin fear God and fay her 
prayers : {he is in her climaderic. 

Poes humanity clothe and educate the yn* 
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known orphan ? — Poverty ! thou haft no ge- 
nealogies : fee ! is he not the father of the 

child ? Thus we do rob heroes of the beft part 
of their glory — their virtue. * Take away the 
motive of the z6t, you take away, all that is 
"Worth having in it; — wreft it to ungenerous 
ends . you load the virtuous man who did it» 

with infamy, — undo it all 1 befeech you : 

give him back his honour, — — reftore the jewel 
you have taken from him, — replace him in the 
eye of the world — 

it IS too late. 

It IS painful to utter the reproaches which 

fhould come here. 1 will truft them with 

yourfelves : m coming from that quarter, they 
will more naturally produce fuch fruits as will 

not fet your teeth on edge for they will be 

the fruits of love and good -will, to the praifc 
of God and the happinefs of the world, which 
ImOx. 
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Judges xix. i, 2, 3. . 

And it came to pafs in thofe days^ when there 
was no king in Ifrael, that there was a cer" 
tain Levite fcjourning on the fide of mount 
Efhraim, who took unto him a concubine.—^ 
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CONCUBINE!— but the text ac- 
counts for it, for in thofe days there 
ivas no king in Ifrael\ and the Levite, you will 
fay, like every other man in it, did what was 

right in his own eyes, and fo, you may 

add, did his concubine too^-for Jhe played the 
*whore againfi him^ and nuent aivay, — — 

— —Then (hame and grief go with her, and 
wherever (he feeks a (belter, may the hand of 
juftice (hut the door againft her, 

Not fo ; for fhe went into her father's houfe 
in Bethlehem-judah, and was with him four 
whole months. Blefled interval for medita- 
tion upon the ficklenefs and vanity of this world 
9nd its pleafures ! I fee the holy man upon his 
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koees, — with hands compreffed to his bofom, ' 
and with uplifted eyes, thanking heaven, that 
the objed which had fo long fhared his a£Pec* 
tions, was fled 

The text gives a different picture of his fitu- 
ation ; for be arofe and 'went after her tofpeak 
friendly to her^ and to bring her hack again, 
having his fervant *with him 9 and a couple of 
affes; and fhe brought him into her father^ s 
houfe ; and ivhen the father of the damfel fa*\a 
him 9 he rejoiced to meet him, 

A moft fentimental group ! you wiD fay : 

and fo it is, my good commentator, the worid 
talks of every thing : give but the outlines of a 
ftory, \tX.fpleen ot prudery fnatch the pen- 
cil, and they will finifh it with fo many hard 
flrokes, and with fo dirty a colouring, that 
candour and court ejy will fit in torture as they 

look at it. Gentle and virtuous fpiritt! 

ye who know not what it is to be rigid inter* 
preters, but of your own fail!ngs,~to yofl I 
addrefs myfelf, the unhired advocates for tke 

condudt of the mifguided, whence is it diat { 

the world is not more jealons of your oflBoeF \ 
How often muft ye repeat it, •• That fiuh I ■■ 
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one's doing fo or fo,**— is not fuffitient evidence 
by klelf to overthrow the accufed ? That our 
a^ons ftand furrounded with a thoufand cir- 
cumftances which do not prefent themfelves at 
firft fight ; — that the firft fprings and motives 
ivhich impelled the unfortunate, lie deeper ftill; 

and, that of the millions which every hour 

are arraigned, thoufands of them may have 
erred from the head^ and been adually out- 
witted into evil ; and even when from the heart,' 
that the difficulties and temptations under 
which they a6ted, — the force of the paflions, 

the fuitablenefs of the objed, and the many 

firungles of virtue before fhe fell, may be 

fb many appeals from juftice to the judgment 
feat of pity. 

Here then let us ftop a moment, and give the 
ftory of the Levite and his Concubine a fecond 
hearing: like all others much of it depends 
upon the telling ; and as the fcripture has left 
us no kind of comment upon it, it is a (lory on 
which the heart cannot be at a lofs for what to 
fay, or the imagination for what to fuppofe 
— the danger is, humanity may fay too much. 

Vol. II. F 
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And it came to pcifs In thofe days nvhen tbert 
nvai no king in J/rae/f that a certain Levitefo' 
journing on tkeftde of mount Ephraim^ took un* 

to him f elf a Concubine, 

O Abraham, thou fat^ef of the faitkrul! if 
this was wrong, — why didft thoa fet fo fm^ 
fftaring ah example before thy eyes of tby dc- 
fcendants ? and, why did the God of Abrahaa, 
the God of Ifaac and Jacob, blefs fo often a 
a feed of fuch intefcourfes, and proi&tie to 
multiply afnl make princes to cotBO otit of 
them? 

God can dlfpenfe with his own laws; and 
accordingly we find the hoHed of the patriarchs, 
and others in fcHpture whofe hearts cleaved 
mo(l unto God, accommodating themfcdtes U 
well as they could to the difpenfatton : that A* 
braham had Hagar ; — that Jacob, befidtt Uf 
two wives, Rachael and Leah, took alio unto 
him Zilpah and Bithah, ffom whom ouuiy of 
the tribes defcended :— that Datid had feveft 
wires and ten concubines ;-''^^RehobOaili» flit^« 
— and that, in whatever cafes it bccamtlf* 
proachable, it feemed not io much the tiltof 
itfelF, as theabufeof it, which made it fo 5 til 
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was remarkable in that of Solomon, vlio.e ex- 
cels became an infult upon the privileges of 
mankind; for by the fame plan of liii:iry, 
which made icneceirary to have forty ttoui'md 
ftalls of hories, — he had unfortunately miical- 
culated his other wants, and fo had icven hun- 
dred wives, and three hundred concubines. 

Wife— deluded man ! was it not thst thou 
madefl fome amends for thy bad pradice, by 
thy good preaching, what had become of thcc ! 

three hundred but let us turn aGde, 

I befeech you, from fo fad a tumbling bloclc. 

The Lcvite had but one. The J *ebrew word 
imports a woman a concubine, or a wife a 
concubine, to diilinguilh her from the more 
lAfamous fpecies who came under the roofb of 
the licentious without principle. Our annotators 
t;ells us, that in Jewifli aconovilcs^ thefe differed 
little from the wife, except in fome outward cere- 
monies and (lipulations, but agreed with her 
in all the true eflences of marriage, and gave 
themfelves up to the hufband, (for fo he is called) 
with faith plighted, with fentiments and with 

afie^ion* 

Such a one the Levite wsmtfd to fhare hl^ fo. 
F a 




44 SERMON III. 

litude, and fill up that uncomfortable blank in 
the heart in fuch a fituatlon ; for notwithdand- 
ing all that we meet with in books, in many of 
which, no doubt, there are a good many hand- 
fome things faid upon the fwects of retirement, 
etc, . . . Yet dill, " it is not good for man to he 
•* alone: nor can all which the cold-hearted 
pedant ftuns our ears with, upon the fubjed, 
ever give one anfwcr of fatisfa<5liou to the mind; 
in the midrt of the loudeft vauntings of philo- 
fophy, nature will have her yearnings for fo- 

ciety and friendfhip; a good heart wants 

fomething to be kind to and the bed parts 

of our blood, and ihe puredof our fpirits, fuf- 
fer mod under the deditution. 

Let the torpid Monk feek heaven comfortlefi 

and alone God fpecd him ! For my part, I 

fear, I fliould never fo 6nd the way: let nw 

be wife and religious but let me be Mam: 

wherever thy Providence places me, or what- 
ever be the road I take to gee to thee — ^givc 
me fome companion in my journey, be it only 
to remark to. How our fhadows lengthen as the 
fun goes down : — to whom I may fay. How 
frefli is the face cf nature ! how fwcet Ae 
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[lowers of the field ! how delicious are thefe 
frui:s ! 

Alas ! with bitter herbs, like his paflbver, did 
the Levite eat them : for as they thus walked 
the path of life together, — (he wantonly turned 
afide into anotlier, and fled from him. 

It is the mild and quiet half of the world, 
who are generally outraged and born down by 
the other half of it : but in this they have the 
advantage ; whatever be the fenfe of their 
wrongs, that pride ftands not fo watchful a 
fentinel over their forgivenefs, as it docs in the 
breads of the fierce and froward : we ihould all 
of us, I believe, be more forgiving than we 
are, would the world but give us leave ; but 
it is apt to interpofe it*s ill offices in remiffions, 
efpecially of this kind : the truth is, it has it's 
laws, to which the heart is not always a party: 
and ads fo like an unfeeling engine in all cafes 
without diftlndion, that it requires all the firm« 
nefs of the moft fettled humanity to bedr up a« 
gainft it. 

Many a bitter conflict would the Levite have 
to fuftain with himfelf — his Concubine— and 
the fentiments of his tribe, upon the wrong done 
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liiin : mach matter for pleading-— and raaof 

an embarrafliDg account on all fides : in a pe- 
riod of four wlK>le months, every palfioa would 
take it's empire by toms; and in the ebbs and 
flows of the lefs onfrtendiy ones. Pity would 
find fome moments to be heard-'-*— -Riligi on 
herfelf would not be filent, — Charitt woald 
have much to fay, — and thus attun'd, erery 
objed he beheld on the borders of mount Er 
phraim,—— every grot and grove he p9&d bf> 
would foUicit the recolle^ion of former kiod- 
nefe, and awaken an advocate in her behalf 
more powerful than them all. 

«« I grant 1 grant it all," — he would cry, 

— *• it is foul ! it is faithlefs !--^^^but, why is 
<• the door of mercy to be (hut for everagainft 
** it ? and, why is it to be the only fad criow 
^ that the injured may not remit, or reaftfi 
** or imagination pais over without a fear f — - 
** Is it the blacked? In what catalogue of hn- 
** man ofiences is it fo marked ? or^ is itt tiiat 
" of all others, it is a blow moll grievous w 
« * be endured ? >— • the heart cries out. It is fo : 
•* but let me aik my own. What paflSoas iu<a 
** they which give edge and force to this wea- 
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*« pon wluch has ftruck mc? and. Whether it 
" is not my own pride, as mach as my virtu^ 
** which at this moment excite the greateft 
** part of that intolerable anguifii in the wound 
*' which I am laying to her charge ? Bat mer* 
** ctful Heaven ! was it otherwiic» why is an 
** unhappy creature of thine to be perfecuted 
«* by roe with fo much cruel revenge and ran- 
** corous defpite as my firft tranfport called 

*' for? haTe faults no extenaations? makes 

** it nothing, thati when the trefpafs wascom« 
** mitied, (he forfook the partner of her guilt, 
*' and fled diredly to her father's houfe? And 
** 13 there no difference betwixt one propenfely 
*' going out of the road and continubg there. 

" through deprivity of will- and a haplefs 

*« wanderer ftraying by lielufion, and warily 

«« treading back her ftcps ? Sweet is the look 

** of forrow for an o£Fence, in a heart deter^ 

« mined never to commit it more! Upon 

«« that altar only, could t oflFer up my wrongs. 
«« Cruel is the punifhment which an ingenious 
«« mind will take upon iifelf, from the remorfe 

" of fo hard a trefpafs againft me, and, if 

•* that will not balance the account, juft 
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« God I let me forgive the reft, Mercy well 

" becomes the heart of all thy creatures, 

«« but moft of thy fervant, a Levite, who oflFers 
** up fo many daily facrifices to thee, for the 

" tranfgrcffions of thy people.** 

— *• But to little purpofe, he would add, 
*« have I ferved at thy altar, where my bufi- 
** nefs was to fue for mercy, had I not learned 
*« to praaife it." 

Peace and happinefs reft upon the head and 
heart of every man who can thus think ! 

So ke arofe and luent after her for to fpeak 
friendly to her — in the original — *• to fpeak to 
her heart;" to apply to their former en- 
dearments^— and to afk. How. (he could be fo 
unkind to him, and fo- very unkind to her- 
felf? 

Even the upbraidings of the quiet and 

relenting are fweet : not like the ftrivings of 
the fierce and inexorable, who bite and devour 
all who have thwarted them in their way; — 
but they arc calm and courteous like the fpirit 
•which watches over their character : how could 
fuch a temper woo the damfel and not bring 
her back ? or, how could the father of the 
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damfel, in fuch a fcene, have a heart open to 
any impreffionbs Uit thofe mentioned in tht 

text; — : That ntiben he. Janv him, he rejoiced 

tameit htm: urged his ftay from day to day 

with that liioft irrefifttble of all invitations^ 
«* Comfort thy hearty and tarry all nighty and 
let thine heart be merry** 

If Mercy aad Truth thus met together in fet- 
tling this accoant» Love would furely be o^ the 
party : great— great is it's power in cementing 
what has been broken, and wipiug out wrongs 

^en from the memory ttfclf : and fo it was 

for the Levite arofe up,* and with him his Con* 
cttbine and bis ferrant, and they departed. 

It ferves no purpofe to purfue the ftory fur- 
ther ; the cataftrophe is horrid ; and would 
lead us beyond the particular purpofe for which 
I have enlarged upon thus much of it, — and 
that is, to difcredit rafh judgment, and illu- 
ftrate from the manner of conducing this dra- 
ma, the courtefy which the dramatis perfona 
rfeveiy other piece may have a right to AU 
moft one half of our time is fpent in tell ng and 
hearing evil of one another — fbme unfortunate 

Vol. II. G 
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knight IS always upon this ftage and every 

hour brings forth fomething ftrange and terri- 
ble to fill up our difcourfe and our aftonifhment, 

** How people can be fo fooliih! " and it is 

well if the compliment ends there : fo that there 
is not a focial virtue for which there is fo con- 
ftant a demand,— or confequently fo well worth 
cultivating, as that which oppofes this un- 
friendly current: many and rapid are the 

fprings which feed it, and various and fudden, 
God knows, are the gufts which render it un- 
fafeto us in this (hort paffage of our life : let U3 
make the difcourfe as ferviceabFe as we can> by- 
tracing fome of the mod remarkable of them* 
up to their fource. ' 

And firft, there is one miferable inlet to this 
evil, and which by the way, if fpeculation is 
fuppofed to precede pradbice, may have been 
derived, for ought I know, from fome of our 
buliell enquirers after nature,— and that i8« 
when with more zeal than knowlege^ we ae- 
count for phaenomena, before we are furc 6f 

their exiHence. // // not the manner of the 

Remans to condemn any man to deaths (much 
lefsto be martyred) f^iid Feftusj — r-and doth 
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cur ianv Judge any vian before it hear hiviy and 
knov) nxikat he doth F cried Nicodemus; and he 
that anfwerethi or determlneth, a matter before 
he has heard itt^-^it is folly and a f?ame unto 

him. We are generally in fuch a hafte to 

make our own decrees, that we pafs over the 
juftice of thefe, — and th-n the ftene is {o 
changed by it, that it is our folly only which 
is real, and that of the accufed, which is ima* 
ginary : through too much precipitancy it will 
happen fo;— and then the jeft is fpoiled, — or 
we have criticifed our own Ihadow. 

A fecond way is, when the procefs goes on 
more orderly, and we begin by getting infor- 
mation, — '-but do it from thofe fufpefled evi. 
dences, againft which our Saviour warns us, 
when he bids us **«<?/ to judge accorditig to ap- 
pearance:*^ and on the contrary, there are 

many things which appear to be, — which are 

not : Chrift ca7ne eating and drinking^ -- be- 

h<tld a nvine-bibber ! ^'-^hQ fat with finners — 

he was their friend : in many cafes of which 

kind. Truth, like a modeft matron, fcorns art 
— and difdains to prefs herfelf forwards into 
G 2 
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the circle to be feen : ground fufficient for 

Sufpicion to draw up the libel, — for Malice to 
give the torture,— or rafh Judgment to ftart 
up and pafs a final fentence. 

A third way is, when the fafls which de* 
note mifcondud are lefs difputable, but are 
commented upon with an afperity of cenfure, 
which a humane or a gracious temper would 
fpare : an abhorrence againft what is criminal, 
is fo fair a plea for"" this, and looks fo like vir- 
tue in the face, that in a fermon again ft raih 
judgment, it would be unfeafonable to caU it 
in quedion, — and yet, I declare, in the fuUeft 
torrent of exclamations which the guilty can 
deferve, that the fimple apoftrophc, " Who 
made me to differ : why was not I an example ?'' 
would touch my heart more, and give me a 
better earneft of the commentators, — than the 
moft corrofive period you could add. The 
punifhment of the unhappy, I fear, is enough 
without it — and were it not,— it is piteous, the 
tongue of a Chri(Han, whoie religion is all can* 
dour and courtefy, (hould be made the execu« 
' tioner. We find in the difcourfe between A- 
braham and the rich man, though the one was 
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ia hesLYen9 and the other in bell, yet (HU the 

patriarch treated him with mild language :— - 

ScmI — Scftf remember that thou in thy life^time^ 

«cc, etc.-'— -and in the difpute about the bo« 

dj of Mofes, between the Arch-angel and the 

^▼il, (himfelfy) St. Jude tells us, he durft not 

liring a railing accufation againft him ;— it was 

iinworthy his high charader^-and indeed, 

might have been impolitic too ; for if he had 

^as one of our divines notes upon the paflage) 

the devil had been too hard for him at railing, 

• — it was his own weapon, — and the bafeft fpirits 

sifter his example are the moft expert at it. 

This leads me to the obfervation of a fourth 
cruel inlet to this evil, and that is» the delire ' 
of being thought men of wit and parts, and 
the vain expedation of coming honedlj bj the 
title* bj (hrewd and farcallic refle^ons upon 
whatever is done in the world. This is fetting 
up trad^ upon the broken (lock of other peo- 
ple's failings, — perhaps their misfortunes:——- 
fo much good may it do them with what ho- 
nour they can get, — thcfurtheft extent of which, 
I think, is to be praifed, as we do foine fauces, 
with tears in our eyes: it is a commerce moft 
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iHiberal ; and as it requires no vaft capital, tQO 
many embark in it, and fo long as there are 
bad paflGons to be gratified, — and bad heads 
to judge, with fuch it may pafs for wit, or at 
leaft like ff>me vile relation, whom all the family 
is afhamed of, claim 'kindred with it, even in 
better companies. Whatever be the degree of 
its affinity, it has helped to give wit a bad 
name, as if the main efTence of it was fatire : 
certainly there is a difference between Bitter- 
fiefs arid Sai/ne/s,—th^l is, — between the ma- 
lignity and the feftivity of wit,— the one is a 
mere quicknefs of apprehenfion, void of hu- 
manity, — and is a talent of the devil ; the other 
comes down from the Father of Spirits, fo pure 
and abftradled from perfons, that willingly it 
hurts no man; or if it touches upon an inde- 
corum, it is with that dexterity of true genius, 
which enables him rather to give a new colour 

to the abfurdity, and let it pafs He may 

fmile at the (hape of the obelifk raifed to ano- 
ther's fame, — but the malignant wit will levd ■ 
it at once with the ground, and build his own 

. upon the ruins of it 

What then, ye rafb cenfurers of the World 1 
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have ye no manfions for your credit, but thofe 
from whence you have extruded the right own- 
ers ? are there no regions for you to (hine in, 
that ye defcend for it, into the low caverns of 

abufe and crimination? have ye no feats ^ 

hut thofe of the fcomful to fit down in ? {{Ho" 
flour has miftook his road, or the Virtues in 
their excefTes have approached too near the con- 
fines of Vice, are they therefor to be ca ft down 
the precipice? muft Beauty for ever be tramp- 
led upon in the dirt for one — — one falfe ftep ? 
anjd (hall not one virtue or good quality, out of 
the thoufand the fair penitent may have Jeft, 
— (hall no one of them be fuffered to ftand by 

her? Juft God of Heaven and Earth! 

— But thou art merciful, loving and righte- 
ous, and looked down with pity upon thefe 
■wrongs thy fervants do unto each other: par- 
don us we befeech thee, for them, and all 
our tranfgreOdons ; let it not be remembered, 
that we were brethren of the fame flefh, the 

fame feelings and infirmities. O my God ! 

■write it not down in thy book, that thou madeft 

us merciful, after thy own image; that 

thou haft given us a religion fo courteous^ — ^fo 
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good temper'dy — that every precept of it carries 
a halm along with it to heal the forenefs of our 
natures, and fweeten our fpirits, that we might 
life with fuch kind interconrfe in this world, at 
will iSt at to eitft together in a better. 
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P E L I X's Behaviour 
towards PAUL examined. 
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Acts xxiv. 26. 

He hoped al/o, that money Jhould have been given 
him of Paul, that he might loofe him. 

AN O B L E objedt to take up the confider- 
ation of the Roman governor ! 

" He hoped that money Jhould have been 

given him /" For what end ? to enable him 

to judge betwixt right and wrong! and, 

from whence was it to be wrung? from the 
poor fcrip of a difciple of the carpenter's fon^ 
who left nothing to his followers but poverty 
and fuflferings. 

And was this Felix ! the great, the no* 

ble Felix ! Felix the happy ! the gallant 

f elix who kept DrufiUa ! Could he do this ? 

bafe paffion ! what can'fl thou not make 

us do? 

Let us confider the whole tranfa^ion, 

Paul, in the beginning of this chapter, had 
H 2 
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been accufed before Felix, by Tertullos, oi 
very grievous crimes, — of being a pcftilent fel- 
low, —a mover of feditions, and a prophaner ol 

the temple, etc. To which accufation, the 

apoftle, having liberty from Felix to reply, 
he makes his defence from the icth to the 2 2d 
•verfe, to this purport. He (hews him firft, that 
the whole charge was deftitute of all proof; 
which he openly challenges them to produce 

againft him, if they had it; that on the 

contrary, he was fo far from being the ' man, 
Tertullus had reprelenied, that the very prin- 
ciples of the religion with which he then flood 
charged, — and which ihey called herefy, led 
him to be the moft unexceptionable in his 
condudl, by the continual exercife which it 
demanded of him, of having a confcience void 
of oflPence at all times, both towards God and 
man ; that confidently with this, his adverfa- 
ries had neither found him in the temple dif- 
puting with any man, neither raifmg up the 
people, neither in the fynagogue, or in the 

city, — for this he appeals to themfeves: 

that it was but twelve days fmce he came up to 
Jerufalemfor to worship : that during that 
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time, when be purified in the temple, he did 
It as became him, without noife, without ta- 
mult; this he calls upon the Jews who came 
from Afia, and were eye-witnefles of his beha- 
viour, to atteft; and, in a word, he urges 

the whole defence before Felix in io ftrong a 
manner, and with fuch plain and natural ar- 
guments of his innocence, as to leave no colour 
fbr his adverfaries to reply. 

There was, however, ftill one adverfary in 
this court, — though filent, yet not fatisfied 

— ^Spare thy eloquence, TertuUus ! roll up 
the charge : a more notable orator than thyfelf 
is rifen up,— it is Avarice, and that too, in 
the mod fatal place for the prifoner it could 
have taken pofTeffion of,— it is in the heart of 
the man who judges him. 

If Felii believed Paul innocent, and aded 
accordingly, — (that is) releafed him withoyt 
reward, — this fubtile advocate told him he 
would lofe one of the profits of his employ- 
ment — and if he acknowleged the faiih of 
Chrift, which Paul occafionally explained in 
his defence, — it told him, he might lofe the 
employment itfclf; fo notwithftanding the 
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chara<9cr of the apoftle appeared (as it was) 
mod fputlefs; and the faith he profefTcd £6 verf 
clear, that as he urged it, the heart gave it's 
coDfcDt,— yet, at the fame time, the paflion re- 
heOed, and fo firong an intereft was formed 
therebf, againd the firft impreflions in favour 
of the man and his caufe, that both were dif- 
fnified ; — the one to a more convenient hear- 
ing which never came ; the other to the hard- 
ihips of a pri^m for two half years, — hoping, 
as the text informs us, that money fhould have 
Iveen given him ; and even at the laft, when he 
left the province, willing to do the Jews a plea- 
fare, — that is,— to fcrvc his intereft in another 
{hape with aU the convidlion upon his mind, 
that he had done nothing worthy of bonds, he, 
neverthelefs, left the holy man bound, and 
configned over to the hopelefs profpe^ of end- 
ing his days in the &me (^te of confinement, 
in which he had nsgeneroufly left him. 

One would imagine, as covetoufnefs is a vice 
not naturally cruel in itfelf, that there muft 
certainly have been a mixture of other motives 
in the governor's bread, to account for a pro* 
ceeding fo contrary to humanity and his own 
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convi^on ; and could it be of uie to rai/e con« 
jedures upon it, there feeros bot too probable 
grounds for fuch a fuppofition. It ieems that 
DmfiOa, whofe curtofity, upon a doable ac- 
count, had led her to hear Paul,— (for (he was 

a daughter of Abraham as well as of Eve) 

was a character, which might have figured 
very well even in our own times : for as Jofe- 
phus tells us, (he had left the Jew her hufband, 
and without any pretence in their law to juftify 
a divorce, had given herfelfup without cere, 
mony to Felix ; for which cauie, though ihe is 
here called his wife, (he was in realbn and ju- 
ftice the wife of another man,— and conie« 
qnently lived in an open (late of adultery. So 
that when Paul, in explaining the faith of 
Chrift, took occafion to argue upon the mora- 
lity of the gofpel,- and urged the eternal laws, 
of juftice, — the unchangeable obligations to 
temperance, of which chaftity was a breach, — 
it was fcarce poflible to frame his diicourfe (b, 
(had he wifhed to temporize) but that either 
her intereft or her love muft have taken offence : 
and though we do not read, like Felix, that 
(he trembled at the accounti it is yet natural to 
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imagine (he was affe^ed with other pafiions, of 

which the apoftlc might feel the e£Fe6ls and 

it was well he fuffercd no more, if two fuch vi- 
olcnt enemies as lud and avarice were combined 
againft him. 

Bnt this by the way,— for as the text feems 
only to acknowlege one of thefe motives, it is 
not our buiinefs to aiCgn the other. 

It is obfervable, that this fame apoftle, fpeak- 
ing, in his cpiftle to Timothy, of the ill eflPeds 
of this fame ruling pafiion, affirms, that it is 
the root of all evil; and I make no doubt but 
the remembcrance of his own fufFerings had no 
fmall ftiare in the feverity of the reflection. ■ -^ 
Infinite are the examples, where the love of 
money is only a fubordinate and minifterial paf^ 
lion, exercifed for the fupport of fome other 
vices; and it is generally found, when there is 
either ambition, prodigality, or luft, to be fed 
by it, that it then rages with the leaft mercjr 
and difcretion ; in which cafes, (Iridlly (peaking^ 
it is not the root of other evils, — but other evils 
are the root of it. 

This forces me to recall what I have iaid tt- . 
pon covetoufnels, as a vice not naturally cruel s - ' 
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ic is not apt to reprefent itfelf to our imagina- 
tions, at firfl iight, under that idea ; we con- 
fider it only as a mean, worthleis turn of mind, 
incapable of judging or doing what is right • 
bu: as it is a vice which does not always fet up 
for itfelf, — to know truly what it is in this re- 
ipedt, we muft know what mafters it ferves ; 

they are many, and of various cafts and 

humours, — and each one lends it fomething of 
its own complezional tint and charadter. 

This, I fuppofe, may be the caufe that th.re 
is a greater and more whimfical myftery in the 
love of money, than in the darkell and mod 
nonfendcal problem that ever was pored on. 

£ven at the bed, and when the pafllon feems 
to feek nothing more than its own amufement, 

—there is little very little, I fear, to be faid 

for it's humanity • It may be a fport to the 

mifer, — but coniider,->it muft be death and 
deftmdtion toothers. The moment this for- 
did humour begins to govern ^farewel all 

lumeft and natural a£FedHons! farewel all he 

owes to parents, to children, to friends' 

' how faft the obligations vanifli ! fee ! he is 

Vol.11. I 
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now Gripped of aU feelings wkatcver :— — • 
ihrill cry of judice, — and the low lanaentai 
of humble diftrefs, are notes equally hey* 
his compa& — Eternal God! — he pa&s 
one whom thou haft juft bmifed, wtthont 

pcnfive refleAion : he enters the cabiaof 

uidow whofe hufl>and and child thoo haft 
ken thyielf^^ — exadb his bond, without a fi; 
Heaven ! ii I am to be tempted, — let it be 
glory, -r-by ambition , — by fome generous 

manly vice : if I muft fall, let it be by fi 

pailion which thoniuift planted in mynati 
which fhall not harden ray heart, but leave 
room at leaft to retreat and come back to tl 

It would be eafy here to add the come 
arguments which reafbn ofBer&againft this ▼! 
but they are fo weU onderftood, both m ma 
and form, — it is needleis. • 

I might cite to you what Seneca fays v 

it but the mtsfortune is, that at the £ 

time he was writing againft riches, he was. 
joying a great eftate, and ufing erery mean 
make that eftate ftill greater. 

With inBnite pleafure might a preackir 
rich his difcourfe in this place, by weayiDil 
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to It ail the (mart things, which ancient or 
iDodern wits have faid upon the love of money : 
he might inform you, 

' ** That poverty wants fome things 

«* that covetoufiiefs wanteth all." 

«« That nature is content with few things, — 
^ or that nature is never fatisfied at aU, etc." 

The refledlion of our Saviour, That the life 
^f man cenfifltth not in the abundance of the 
things 'which he pojfejfeth^ — fpeaks more to the 
heart — and the fingle hint of the Camels and 
what a very narrow paiTage he has to go, — 
has more coercion in it, than all the fee faws of 
philofbphy. 

I (hall endeavour therefor to draw fuch other 
refledHons firom this piece of facred (lory, as 
are applicahlcto human life, — and nciore likely 
to be of ufe. 

There is nothing generally in which our hap- 
pinefs and honour are more nearly concerned, 
than in forming true notions both of men and 
things; for in proportion as we think rightly 
of them, we approve ourfelves to the world, — 
and as we govern ourfelves by fuch judgments, 
fb we fecure our peace and well-being in p^Olhig 
I 2 
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through it : the falfe fteps and mifcarriages in 
life, ifTuing from a defedl in this capital pointy 
are fo many and fatal, that there can be no- 
thing more inftrudive than an enquiry into the 
caufes of this pcrverfion, which often appears 
fo very grofs in us, that were you to take a 
view of the world, — fee what notions it enter- 
tains, and by what confiderations it is governed, 
you would fay of the mi (lakes of human judg- 
ment, what the prophet does of the folly of 
human adlions, — ** That m)e nuere *wife to do 
evil, hut to judge rightly, had no under/land* 
tng. 

That in many dark and abftrafled queftions 

of mere fpeculation, we {hould err is not 

ftrange: we live among myfterics and riddles, 
and almoft every thing which comes in our 
way, in one light or other, may be faid to baf- 
fle our underftandings, — yet feldom, fo as to 
miftake in extremities, and take one contrary 
for another: — it is very rare, for mftance, that 
w^e take the virtue of a plant to be hot, when it 
is extremely cold, — or, that we try the experi- 
ment of opium to keep us waking : yet, this 

we are continually attempting in the condudl 
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of life* as well as in the great ends and mea- 
furcs of it. That fuch wrong determinations 
in us do not arife from any defedl of judg- 
ment inevitably mifleading us, — would refled 
difhonour upon God ; as if he had made and 
ient men into the world on purpofe to play the 
fool. His all-bountiful hand made his judg- 
ment like his heart, upright, and the inftances 
of his fagacity in other things abundantly 
confirm it : we are led therefor in courfe to a 
fuppofition, that in all inconfiftent inftances, 
there is a fecret bias, fome how or other, hung 
upon the mind, which turns it afide from rea- 
fon and truth. 

What this is, if we do not care to fearch for 
it in ourfelves, we (hall find it regiftered in this 
tranfadlion of Felix : and we may depend, that 
in all wrong judgments whatever, in fuch plain 
cafes as this, that the fame explanation mufl: be 
given of it, which is given in the text,— name- 
ly, that it is fome felfilh confideration fome 

fecret dirty engagement with fome little appe- 
tite, which does us fo much difhonour. 

The judgments of the more difinterefted and 
impartial of us, receive no finall tindure from 
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our affedHons : we generally confult tkem in all 
doubtful points, and it happens well if the 
matter in queflion is not almoft fettled, before 

the arbitrator is called into the debate ; but 

in the more flagrant inftances, where the paf- 
fions govern the whole man, it is melancholy 
to fee the office to which reafon, the great pre- 
rogative of his nature, is reduced ; ferving the 
lower appetites in the diflioneft drudgery of 
finding out arguments to juftify the prefent 
purfuit. 

To judge rightly of our own worth, wc 
fhould retire a little from the world, to fee all 
its pleafures— , — and pains too, in their proper 

fize and dimenfions : this, no doubt, was 

the reafon St. Paul, when he intended to con- 
vert Felix, began his dilcourfe upon the day 
of judgment, on purpofe to take the heart off 
from this world and its pleafures, which difho- 
nour the underftanding, fo as to turn the wifeft 
of men into fools and children. 

If you enlarge your obfervations upon this 
plan, you will find where the evil lies which 
has fupported thoie dcfperate opmions, which 
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have fo longdiTided the Chriftian world,<^— ^ 
and are likely ta divide it for ever. 

Coniider popery well ; you will be convinced, 
that the trueft definition which can be given of 
it, if, — That it is a pecuniary fyfteiDy well 
contriyed to operate tipon men's paffions and 
weaknefs, whilft their pockets are o'picking: 
run through all the pomts of difference between 
nsy — and when you fee, that in every .one of 
them, they ferve the fame end which Felix 
had in view, either of money or power; there 
is little room left to doubt whence the cloud 
arifes, which is fpread over the underflianding. 

If this reafbning is conclufive with regard 
to thofe who merely differ from us in religion* 
— let us try if it will not hold good with re- 
gard to thofe who havenone^at all,— or rather, 
who affefl to treat all perfuafions of it with ri- 
dicule alike. Thanks to good fenfei good 
manners, and a more enlarged knowlege, this 
humour is going down, and feems to be fettling 
at prefent^ chiefly amongft the inferior clafles 

of people •> where it is likely to reft : as for 

the loweft ranks, though they are apt enough 
to fellow the modes of their betters^ yet are 
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not likely to be ftruck with this one, of mak- 
ing merry with that which is their confblation; 
they are too ferious a fet of poor people ever 
heartily to enter into itr.— 

There is enough, however, of it in the 
world to fay, that this all-facred fyftem, which 
holds the world in harmony and peace, is too 
often the firft obje<a, that the giddy and incon- 
(iderate make choice of to try the temper of 
their wits upon. Now, of the numbers who 
make this experiment, — do you believe that 
one in athoufand does it from convidHon, — or 
from arguments which a courfe of fludy, — 
much cool reafoning, — and afober enquiry into 
antiquity, and the true merits of the queftion, 

has furnilhed him with? The years and 

way of life of the moft forward of thefe lead 
us to a different explanation. 

Religion, which lays fo many refiraints upon 
us, is a troublefome companion to thofe who 
will lay no refiraints upon themfelves ; — > 
and for this reafon there is nothing more com- 
mon to be obferved, than that the little argu- 
ments and cavils, which fuch men have ga- 
thered up againft it, in the early part of their 
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lives, — how confiderable foever they may have 
appeared, when viewed through their paflions 
and prejudices, which give an unnatural tUhi 
to all objedts, — ^yct, when the edge of appetite 
has been worn down, and the heat of the pur* 
fuit pretty well over, — and reafon and judg- 
ment have got pofleffion of their empire 

They feldom fail of bringing the loft 

flieep back to his fold. 

May God bring us all there. Amen. 
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SERMON V. 

Luke XV. 13, 

And not many days after ^ the younger Jon ga^ 
thered ail he had together^ and took his jour- 
ney into afar country > 

I KNOW not whether the remark is to our 
honour or otherwife,. that lefTons of wif- 
dom have never fuch power over us, as when 
they are wrought into the heart, through the 
ground- work of a ftory which engages the paf- 
lions : is it that we are like iron, and muft firft 
be heated before we can be wrought upon ? ort 
is the heart fo in love with deceit, that where 
a true report will not reach it, we mull cheat 
it with a fable, In order to come at truth ? 
Whether this parable of the prodigal (for fo 

it is ufually called) is really fuch, or built 

upon fome ftory known at that time in Jerufa^ 
1cm, is not much to the pnrpofe ; it is given us 
to enlarge upon, and turn to the beft moral 
account we can. 



78 SERMON V. 

*« A certain man, fays our Saviour, had tvi 
*« fons, and the younger of them faid to h 
** father. Give roe the portion of goods whic 
** falls to me : and he divided unto them h 
«• fubftance. And not many days after, tl: 
«« younger fon;gathered all together, and toe 
** his jonmey into a far country, and thei 
«* waited his fubftance with riotous living," 

The account is Ihort ; the interefting and pi 
thetic paffages, with which fuch a tmnfadtio 
would beneceifarilyconnedicd, are left to befu( 

plied by the heart : the ftory is filent bi 

nature is not : much kind advice, and man 

a tender expoftulation would fall from the fa 
ther*s lips, no doubt, upon this occafion. 

He would difluade his fon from the folly ( 
fo rafh an enterprize, by (hewing him the dar 
gcrs of the journey,— in the experience of h 
age, — the hazards his life, his fortune, h 
virtue would run, without a guide, without 
friend : he would tell him of the many fnarc 
and temptations which he had to avoid, or en 
counter at every ftep, — ihe plrafures whic 
would folicit him in every luxurious court,- 
the little knowlege he could gain — except thi) 
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ef evil: he would fpeak of the fedudlions of 
woiDcn, — their charms— —their potions :*-*- 
what haplefs indulgences he might give way to^ 
when far from reftraint> and the check of giv* 
ing his father pain. 

The diiTttaiive would but inflame his de*" 
fire. 

He gathers all together. 

1 fee the pifturc of his departure : — the 

camels and a(Ies loaden with his fubftance, de« 
tached on one fide of the piece» and already on 
their way:— -^ the prodigal fon landing on 
the fore ground, with a forced fedatenefs^ 
ftroggling againft the fluttering movement of 

joy» upon his deliverance from reftraint : r 

the elder brother holding his hand, as if un« 
wiUing to let it go : the &ther, fad mo- 
ment I with a firm look, covering a prophetic 
fentiment, ** that all would not go well with 
his child," — approachbg to embrace him, and 
bid him adieu. —Poor inconfiderate youth! 
from whofe arms art thou flying ? From what 
a fhelter art thou going forth into the ftorm t 
Art thou weary of a father's aflPedion, of a fa- 
ther's care i or^ Hoped thou to find a warimer 
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intereft, 9 truer counfellor, or a kinder frien 
in a land of ftrangers, where youth is made 
prey, and fo many thoufands are confederate^ 
to deceive them, and live by their fpoils ? 

We will feek no farther than this idea, fo% 
the extravagancies by which the prodigal fo]> 
added one unhappy example to the number ; 
his fortune wafted,— the followers of it fled ia 
courfe,--^the wants of nature remain, the hand 
of God gone forth againft him, — *• For nuhen he 
had fpent all^ a mighty famine arofe in that 
count r^.^'-^Hesiyrcn ! have pity upon the youth, 
for he is in hunger and diftrefs, ftrayed out of 
tie reach of a parent, who counts every hour' 
of his abfence with anguifh, — cut off from all 
tender offices, by his folly,— —and from relief 
and charity from others, by the calamity of the 
times. — . 

Nothing fo powerfully calls home the mind 
as diftrefs : the tenfe fibre then relaxes, — the 
foul retires to itfelf, — fits penfive and fufcepti« 
ble of right imprefiions : if we have a firxend, 
it is then we think of him ; if a benefador, at 
that moment all his kindnefies prefs upon our 
mind. — Gracious and bountiful God ! Is it 
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not for this, that they who in their profperity 
forget thee, do yet remember and return to 
thee in the hour of their forrow ? When our 
heart is in heaviiiefs, upon whom can we think 
but thee, who knoweft our neceffities afar off, 
-— puttcft all our tears in thy bottle,— feeft every 
careful thought, heareft every figh and me- 
lancholy groan we utter. 

Strange 1 — that we fhould only begin to 
think of God with comfort, — when with joy 
and comfort we can thmk of nothing elfe, 

Man furely is a compound of riddles and 
contradidlions: by the law of his nature he a- 
voids pain, and yet unlefs hefuffers in theftejh^ 
he 'Will not ceafe from fin^ though it is fure to 
bring pain and mlfery upon his head for ever. 

Whijft all went pleafurably on with the pro- 
diigal, wc hear not one word concerning his 

£ather no pang of remorfe for the fufferings 

in which he had left him, or refolution of re- 
taming, to make up the account of his folly : 
his firft hour of diftrefs feemed to be his firft 

hour of wifdom : When he came to kiwfelf 

hefaidi honu many hired fervanis of my Jatket 

Vol.11. L 
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have bread enough andioj^are^ ivhilft Iperijh!^ 

Of all the terrors of nature, that of one day 
or another dying by hunger, is the greateft, 
and it is wifely wove into our frame to awaken 
man to induftry, and call forth his talents; and 
though we feem to go on carelefsly, fporting 

with it as we do with other terrors yet, ht 

that fees this enemy fairly, and in his mod 
frightful (hape, will need no longremonrtrancej 
to make him turn out of the way to avoid him. 

It was the cafe of the prodigal — he arofe tc 
go unto his father. 

Alas ! how (haU he tell his ftory ? Ye whc 

have trod tliis round, tell me in what words hi 
(hall give in to his father, the fad Items of h« 
extravagance and folly ? 

The feafts and banquets which he gav< 

to whole cities in the eaft, — the cofts of Afiatic 
rarities, — and of Afiatic coeks to drefs them— 
the expcnces of fmging men and finging wo- 
men, — the flut, the harp, the fackbut, anc 
of all kinds of mufic — the drefs of the Perfiai 
courts, how magnificent! their flaves how nu* 

merousi their chariots, their horfes, theii 

1 a I aces, their furniture, what immenfe fumi 
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they had devoured ! what expedlations from 

Grangers of condition ! what exadlons ! 

How (hall the youth make his father compre* 
liend, that he was cheated at Damafcus by one 
of the beft men in the world; that he had Jent 
» part of his fubftance to a friend at Nineveh, 
who had fled off with it to the Ganges;— that 
a whore of Babylon had fwallowed his beft 
pearl, and anointed the whole city with his 
balm of Gilead ; — that he had been fold by a 
man of honour for twenty (hekels of filver, to a 

worker in graven images ; that the images 

he had purchafed had profited him nothing; — 
that they could not be tranfported acrofs the 
wildernefs, and had been burned with fire at 
Shufan ; that the * apes and peacocks, which 
he had fent for from Tariis, lay dead upon his 
hapds ; and that the mummies had not been 
dead long enough, which had been brought 

him out of Egypt : that all had gone wrong 

fince the day he forfook his fa therms houfe. 

• Leave the ftory it will be told more 

concifeiy, lV£en he ixjas yet afar off^ his fa* 

* Sec » Chroaides Ix. 11. 
L 2 
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ther faiv him 9 — -Compafljon told it in three 
words -^he fell upon his neck and kijfed him* 

Great is the power of eloquence : but never 
is it fo great as when it pleads along with na- 
ture, and the culprit is a child (Irayed from 
his duty, and returned to it again with tears: 
dafuitts may fettle the point as they will : but 
what could a parent fee more in the account, 
than the natural one, of an ingenuous heart 
loo open for the world, -r-fmitten with ftrong 
fenfaiions of pleafures, and fuffered to fally 
forth unarmed into the midft of enemies flronger 
than himfelf ? 

Generofity forrows as much for the over- 
matched, as pity herfelf does. 

The idea of a ibn fo ruined, would double 
the father's carefTes : every effufion of his ten- 
dernefs would add bitternefs to his fon's re^ 

"morfe. «* Gracious heaven! what a father 

have I rendered miferable !" 

Jnd he faid^ I have Jinned againfi heaven^ 
and in thy fight ^ and am no more 'worthy to be 
called thy Jon, 

But the father faid^ Bring forth the heff 
robe 
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O y€ affections ! how fondly do you play at 

crofs-piirpofes with €ach other? It is the 

natural dialogue of true tranfport: joy is not 
methodical ; and where an offender, beloved, 
overcharges itfelt in the offence, — vords are 
too cold; and a conciliated heart replies by 
tokens of efteem. 

And he /aid unto his fervants. Bring forth 
the heji robe and put it on him; and put a ring 
on his handi and JJjoes on his feet^ and bring 
hither the fatted calf and let us eat and drink 
and be merry. 

When the affeflicns fo kindly break loofe, 
joy is another name for religion. 

We look up as we tafte it : the cold Stoic 
without, when he hears the dancing and the 
mufic, may afk fullenly, (with the elder bro- 
ther) what it means; and rcfufe to enter: but 
the humane and compaflionate all fly irapetu- 
oufly to the banquet, given yc>r a fon luho nvas 
dead and is alive again^ — «it'/f« ixfas I of and ij 
found. Gentle fpirits, light up the paviUion 
with a facred fire ; and parental love, and filial 
piety lead in the mafk with riot and wild fefti- 
Tity \ AVas it not for this that God gave 
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man mafic to ftrike upon the kindly paflions; 
that nature tanght the feet to dance to it: 
movements, and as chief governefs of the feaft 
poured forth wine into tne goblet, to crowi 
it ivith gladnefs ? 

The intention of this parable is fo clear fronr 
the occafion of it, that it will not be neceflarj 
to perplex it with any tedious eiplanation : ii 
vras defigned by way of indiredt remonftranc< 
to the Scribes and Pharifees, who animadvertec 
upon our Saviour's condudV, for entering fc 
freely into conferences with fmners, in order tc 
reclaim them. To that end, he propofes the 
parable of the (hepherd, who left his ninet) 
and nine (beep that were fafe in the fold, tc 
go and feek for one fheep that was gone adray, 
-^—telling them in other places, that they whc 
were whole wanted not a phyfician, — but the) 
that were fick : — and here to carry on the fame 
leflbn, and to prove how acceptable fuch a re- 
covery was to God, he relates this account oi 
the prodigal fon and his welcome reception. 

I know not whether it would be a fubjefl oi 
much edification to convince you here, that 
our Saviour by the prodigal fon^ particularly 
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pointed at thofe who were Jinners of the Gen* 
files^ and were recovered by divine gracp to re- 
pentance; — and that by the elder brother, he 
intended as manifeftly the more froward of the 
Jews, who envied their converfion, and thooght 
it a kind of wrong to their primogeiutare, in be- 
iog made fellow-heirs with them of the [uromiies 
of God. 

Thefe nfes have been fb ably fet forth, 
in fo many good fermons upon the prodigal 
ion, that I (hall turn afide from them at pre- 
&nt, and content inyfelf with fbme refledions 
upon the fatal padion which led him, — and fa 
many thoufands after the example, to gather 
all he had together ^ and take his journey into a 
far country. 

The love of variety, or cnriofity of feeing 
Bew things, which is the fame, or at Icaft a 
fifter palZion to it, — feems wove into the frame 
of every fon and daughter of Adam ; we ufoally 
fpeak of it as one of nature^s levities, though 
planted with tn us for the folid porpoles of 
carrying forwards the mind to frefh enquiry 
and knowlege : drip us of it, the mind (1 fear) 
would doze for ever over the prefent page ; and 
we fhould all of us reft at eafe ^th fuch ob- 
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jeds as prcfented themfelves in the pari£h car 

proyioce where we firft drew our breath. 

It is to this fpur which is ever in our fides, 
that wc owe the impatience of this defire for 
travelling: the paffion is no way bad, — but as 

others, — in k*s mifmanagement or excefs; 

order it rightly, the advantages are worth the 

porfuit; chief of which are to learn the 

languages, the laws and cuftoms, and under. 
ft:mdthe government and intereft of other na- 
tions, — to acquire an urbanity and confidence 
of behaviour, and fit the mind more eafily for 
converfation and difcourfe ; to take us out of 
the company of our aunts and grandmothers, 
and from the track of nurfery miflakes ; and by 
(hewing us new obje£ls, or old ones in new 

lights, to reform our judgments by taft* 

ing perpetually the varieties of nature, to know 
what // good — by obferving the addrefs and 
arts of men, to conceive what isfmcere^ — and 
by feeing the difference of fo many various hu- 
mouis and manners, — to look into ourfelves 
and form our own. 

This is fome part of the cargo we might re- 
turn with ; but the impulfe of feeing new fights. 
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augmented with that of getting clear from all 
JefTons both of wifdom and reproof at home — 
carries our youth too early out, to turn this 
^venture to much account; on the contrary, if 
the fcene painted of the prodigal in his travels, 
Jocks more like a copy than an original, — will 
it not be well If fuch an adventurer, with fo 
unpromlfmg a fetting out,— without carte^ — 
-without compafs, — be not caft away for ever; 

— and may he not be faid to efcape well if 

he returns to his country, only as naked as he 
firft left it ? 

But you wIU fend an able pilot with your fon 

a fcholar. 

If wifdom can fpeak in no other language 

but Greek or Latin,— you will do well or if 

mathematics will make a man a gentleman, — 
or natural philofophy but teach him to make a 
bow, — he may be of fome fervlce in introdu. 
cing your fon into good focletles, and fupport- 

ing him in them when he has done but the 

upOiot will be generally this, that in the mod 
preffing occafions of addrefs, — if he is a mere 
man of reading, the unhappy' youth will have 
Vol. If. M 
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the tutor to carry,— and not the tutor to carry 
him. 

But you will avoid this extreme; he (hall 
be efcorted by one who knows the world, not 
, merely from books — but from his own experi- 
ence : a man who has been employed on 

fuch fervices, and thrice made the tour of Eu* 
rop€^ nuit hout fuccefs t 

— — That is, without breaking his own, or 

his pupil's neck ; for if he is fuch as my eyes 

have feen ! fome broken S*wifs valet de ckam* 
bref^{otne general undertaker, who will per- 
form the journey in fo many months «• if Cod 
ferrfjit" — much knowlege will not accrue; — » 
fome profit at lead — he will learn the amount 
to a halfpenny, of every ftage from Calais to 
Rome; — he will be carried to the beft inns, — 
inftrudled where there is the beft wine, and fup 
a livre cheaper, than if the youth had been left 

to make the tour and the bargain htmfeif. . 

Look at your governor! I befeech you: 

fee, he is an inch taller as he relates the ad- 
vantages. ■■ 

And here endeth his pride— his know- 
lege and his ufe. 
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But when your fon gets abroad, he will be 
taken out of his hand, by his fociety with men 
of rank and letters, with whom he will pafs the 
grcatcft part of his time. 

Let me oblerve in the firft place, — that com- 

pany which is really good is very rare and 

very (by: but you have furmounted this dilfi- 
culty; and procured him the beft letters of re* 
commendation to the mod eminent and refpec- 
table in every capital. 

And I anfwer, that he will obtain all by them« 
which courtefy (lri<flly (lands obliged to pay on 
fuch occafions, — but no more. 

There is nothing in which we are fo much 
deceived, as in the advantages proppfed from 
our connedtions and difcourfe with the literati, 
etc. in foreign parts ; efpecially if the experi- 
ment is made before we are matured by years 
or ftudy. 

Converfation is a traffic ; and if you enter 
into it, withoi'it fome (lock of knowlege, to 
balance the account perpetually betwixt you, — 
the trade drops at once : and this is the reafon, 
"—however it may be boaded to the contrary, 
^hy travellers have fo little (efpecially good) 
M 2 
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converfation with natives, — owing to their 
picion, — or perhaps conviiflion, that there is 
thing to be extra6led from the converfatio 
young itinerants, worth the trouble of t 
bad language, --or the interruption of t 
vifits. 

The pain on thefe occafions is ufually i 
procal ; the confequencc of which is, that 
difappointed youth feeks an eafier focicty ; 
as bad company is always ready, — and 
lying in wait, the career is foon finiQied; 
the poor prodigal returns the fame obje<5l o 
ty, with the prodigal in the gofpel. 



^SERMON VI, 
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Deuteronomy vi. ao, 21. 

Mtahen thy fon ajheth thee in time to ceme, 
faying, What mean the tefiimmies, and the 
Jatutes, and the judgments, which the Lord 
cur Cod hath commanded you ? then thou 
Jbalt fay unto thy fin. We were Pharoab^s 
tend/men in Egypt, and the Lord brought us 
^ <f Egypt with a nttgbty hand. 

TH E S E are the ^ords which Moles left as 
a (landing anfwer for the children of 
Urael to give their pofterity, who in time to 
^me might become ignorant or unmindful of 
>be many and great mercies, which God had 
rouchfafed to their forefathers ; all which had 
terminated in that one of thdr delirerance oat 
t>f bondage. 

Though they were dirc^ed to fpeak in this 
nanner, each man to his fbn» yet one cannot 
fuppofe, that the dirc6iion (hould be ncceffary 
or the next generation,— for the children of 
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thofe who had been eyc-witnefles of God's Pro- 
vidences: it does not feem likely that any oi 
them fhould arrive to that age of reafoning, 
v^hich would put them upon aiking the fup- 
pofed queftion, and not be, long beforehand, 
inftru^led in the anfwer. Every parent would 
tell his child the hardlhips of his captivity, and 
the amazing particulars of his deliverance : the 
ftory was fo uncommon,— fo full of wonder,— 
and withal, the recital of it would ever be a 
matter of fuch tranfport, it could not poflSbly 

be kept a fecret : the piety and gratitude of 

one generation would anticipate the cnriofity 

of another ; their fons would learn the ftory 

with their language. 

This probably might be the cafe wnth the 
firft or fecond race of people, but in procefs oi 
time, things might take a different turn : a 
long and undiQurbed poffeffion of their liberties 
might blunt the fenfe of thofe providences ol 
Cod, which had procured them, and fetthe 
remcmberance of all his mercies, at too great a 
diftance from ,their hearts . After they had foi 
fome years been eafed of every real burden, 
an excefs of freedom might make them refUefi 
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T every imaginary one, and amongft others 
)f their religion : from thence they might 
>ccanon to enquire into the foundation and 
s of ii*s ceremonies, it's ftatutes and it's 
nents. 

ley might a(k, What meant fo many cora- 
ls in matters which to them appeared in- 
ent in their own natures ? what policy in 
ning them ? and, what obligation could 

ly upon reafonable creatures, to comply 
a multitude of fuch unaccountable injunc* 
, fo unworthy the wifdom of God ? 
ireafter, podibly, they might go farther 
hs; and though their natural bent was 
•ally towards fupcrftition, yet fome adven- 
s, as is ever the cafe, might (leer for the 
fite coaft, and as they advanced might dif« 

that all religions, of what denominations 
►mplexions foever, were alike: that the 
on of their own coun<ry in particular, was 
itrivance of the Pnefls and Levices,^a 
:om drefTed out in a terrifySi 
own making, to keep weak 1 
:hat it's rites and ceremonl^ 
L II. N 
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berlefs injuii<5tions, were fomany different wheeb 
in the fame political engine, put in, no doubt, 
to amufe the ignorant, and keep them in fuch 
a ftate of darknefs, as clerical juggling requires^ 

That as for the moral part of it, though it 
was unexceptional in itfcif — yet it was a piece 
of intelfigence they did not ftand in want of; 
men had natural reafon always to have found 

it out, and wifdom to have praftifed it, 

without Mofes's affiftance. 

Nay, poffibly, in procefs of time, they might 
arrive at greater improvements in religious con- 

troverfy :— when they had given their fyftem 

of infidelity all the ftrength it could admit of 
from reafon, they might begin to embelliih it 
with fome more fprightly conceits and turns of 
ridicule. 

Some wanton Ifraelite, when he had eaten 
and was full, might give free fcopeand induN 
gcnce to this talent : as arguments and fobef 
re«i Toning failed, he might turn the edge of wit 
agiiinft types and fymbols, and treat all the 
m) fteries of his religion, and every thing that 
could be faid upon fo ferious a fabjeft with 
raillery and mirth: he might give vtnt to a 
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world of pleafantry upon many facred paflages 
of his law : he might banter the golden calf, 
or the brazen ferpent with great courage, — 
and confound himfelf in the di[lin<5lions of clean 
and unclean beads, by the defperate failles of 
his wit again (I them. 

He could but poffibly take one ftep further ; 
when the land, which flowed with milk and ho- 
ney, had quite worn out the impredions of his 
yoke, and blefldngs began to multiply upon his 
hands, he might draw this curious concluHon, 
that there was no Being who was the author 
and bcftower of them, — but that it was their 
own arm, and the mightinefs of Ifraelitifli 
ftrength which had put them, and kept them 
in poffeffion of fo much happinefs. 

Mofes! How would thy meek and patient 
fpirit have been put to the torture by fuch ;i 
return ! If a propenfity towards fuperllition in 
the Ifraelites, did once betray thee into an ex- 
ccfs of anger, that thou threweft the two ta- 
bles out of thy hands, which God had wrote, 
and carelefbly hazarded*Il the whole treafure of 
the world, — with what indignation and ho. 
nelt aoguilfa wouldft thou have heard the fcof* 
N a ,^ 




io6 S E R M O N VI. 

fings of thofe who denied the hand v 
brought them forth, and faid. Who is 
that we (hould obey his voice ? With 
force and vivacity wouldft thon have repn 
ed them with the hidory of their own na 

that if too free an enjoyment of God's 

fings had made them forget to look I 
wards,— it was neceifary to remind them, 
their forefathers were Pharaoh's bondfnn 
Egypt, without profpe^ of deliverance; 
the chains of their captivity had heen fixei 
rivetted by a fucceffion of four hundred 
thirty years, without the interruption o: 
ftniggle for their liberty : that after the 
ration of that hopelefs period, when no n< 
means favoured the event, they were fna 
almod againft their own wills, out of the 1 
of their opprcflbrs, and led through an < 
of dangers, to the poflefion of a land of pi 

that this ckmge of their affairs wj 

the produce of change or fortune,— or y 
projedled or executed by any atchievemc 
plan of human device, which might (bon : 
be defeated by fuperior ftrength or policy 
without, or from force of accidents from w 
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from change of circum (lances^ humonrs and 
piidions of men, all which generally had a fway 
in the rife and fall of kingdoms ;— but that all 
was brought about by the power and goodnefs 
of God, whofaw and pitied the afBidions of a 
diftreded people, and by a chain of great and 
mighty deliverances, fet them free from the 
yoke of oppreffion. 

That Hnce that miraculous efcape, a (cries 
of fucceffes not to be accounted for by fecond 
caufes, and the natural courfe of events, had 
demonftrated not only God's providence in ge- 
neral, but his particular providence and at- 
tachment to them that nations greater and 

mightier than they were driven out before thero» 
arid their lands given to them for an everlafting 
poflfeflSon 

This was what they fhould teach their child* 
ren, and their children's children after then. 

Happy generations, for whom fo joyful a 

IciTon was prepared ! happy indtvd ' hu*.! jc at 
all tinges known to have madt^tli. >' ' ih 
which Mofes continually exhcMrtfi 
ing nigh unto God *mith nil au^ i 
tectijh nigh untoyeu. 
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And here let us drop the argument, as it re- 
fpe&s the Jews, and for a ojoment turn it to- 
wards ourfelves : the prefcnt occafion, and the 
recolledlion which is natural upon it, of the 
many other parts of this complicated bleflSngt 
vouchfafed to us, (ince we became a nation* 
making it hard to defift from luch an applica^ 
tion^ 

I begin with the firft in order of time, as well 
as the greateft of national deliverances, — our 
deliverance from darknefs and idolatry, by the 
conveyance of the light which Chriflianity 
brought with it into Britain, fo early as in 
the life time of the apoftles themfelves, — or at 
furtheft, not many ) ears after their death. 

Though this might feem a blefling conveyed 
and offered to us in common with other parts 
of the world, yet when you refled upon this as 
a remote corner of the earth in refped of Ju* 
dea, — its (ituation and inaccefliblenefs as an 
ifland, the little that was then known of navi- 
gation, — or carried on of commerce, — the large 
tra6l of land which to this day remains unhal. 
lowed with the name of Chrift, and almoft in 
the neighbourhood of where the firft glad tid- 
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togs of him wert founded One cannot but 

adore the goodnefs of jGod, and remark a more 
particular Providence in it*s conveyance and 
edablifhment here* than amongft other nations 
upon the continent, — where^ though the op- 
politions from error and prejudice were equals 
it had not thefe natural impediments to en- 
counter, 

Hiftorians and ftatefmen, who generally 
fearch every where for the caufes of events, 
but in the pleafure of Him who difpofes of them, 
may make different reflexions upon this. They 
may confider it as a matter incidental, brought 
to pafs by the fortuitous ambition, fuccefs and 
fettlement of the Romans here ; it appearing, 
that in Claudius's reign, when Chriftianity be- 
gan to get footing in Rome, that near eighty 
thoufand of that city and people were fixed in 
this ifland : as this made a free communication 
betwixt the two places, the way for the gofpel 
was in courfe open, and its tranfition from the 
one to the other, natural and eafy to be ac- 
counted for--^ and yet, neverthelefs, provi- 
dential. God often fuffers us to purfue the de- 
vices of our hearts, whilft he turns the courfe 
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of them, like the rivers of waters, to bountiful 
purpofes. Thus, he might make that purfuit 
of glory inherent in the Romans, the engine to 
advance his own, and edabitfli it here : hemighc 
make the wickednefs of the earth, to work his 
own right eoufnefs, by fuffering them to wan> 
der a while beyond their proper bounds^ till 
his purpofes were fulfilled, and, then put bis 
ipik into their nojirilsy and lead thofe wild 
beads of prey back again into their own land. 
Next to this bleding of the light of the gof- 
pel, we muft not forget that by which it was 
prcfcrvcd fiom the danger of being totally 
fmothered and extinguilhed, by that vaft fwarm 
of barbarous nations, which came down upon 
us from the north, and (hook the world like a 
temped ; changing names and cuftoms, and 
language and government, and almoft the very 
face of nature wherever they fixed. That our 
ffcligion fhould be prcferved at all, when every 
thing elfe feemed to perilh, which was capa- 
ble of change, — ^or, that it (hould pot be hurt 
Under that mighty weight of ruins, beyond the 
recovery of it's former beauty and ftrength,— * 
ibe whole can be afcrlbed to no caufe fo likely 
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Iks this, That the fame power of God which 

fent it forth, was prefent to fupport it when 

the whole frame of other things gave way. 

Next in degree to this mercy of preferving 
Chriftianity from an utter extin^ion,— we mull 
reckon that of being enabled to preferve, and 
free it from the corruptions, which the ruft of 
time, — the abufes of men, and the natural ten- 
dency of all things to degeneracy, which arc 
trufted to them, had frony time to time intro- 
doced into it. 

Since the day in which this reformation was 
began, by how many ftrange and critical turns 
has it been perfeifled and handed down, if not, 
entirely ivrthout fpot or ivrnkle, — at lead, with- 
out great blotches or marks of anility. 

Even the blow which w^as fufFered to fall u- 
pon it fhortly after, in that period where our 
hiflory looks fo unlike herfelf, ftain'd, Mary, 

by thee, and disfigured with blood; can 

one rcfledl upon it, without adoring the provi- 
dence of God, which fo fpeedily fnatched the 
(word of perfecution out of her hand,— making 
her reign as fliort as it was mercilefs. 
Vol. 11. O 
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If God then made us, as he did the IfraeliteSr 
fuck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the 
flinty rock, how much more fignal was his 
mercy in giving them to us without money, 
without price, in thofe good days which follow- 
ed, when a long and a wife reign was as ne- 
ceHary to build up our church, as a (hort one 
was before to fave it from ruins. — 

The bleffing was neceflary, — 

and it was granted. 

God having multiplied the years of that re- 
nowned princefs to an uncommon number, 
giving her time, as well as a heart, to fix a 
wavering perfecuted people, and fettle them u- 
pon fuch foundation as mud make them happy ; 

the touch (lone, by which they are to b« 

tried, whom God has entrufted with the care 
of kingdoms. 

Bleffed be thy glorious name for ever and ever, 
in making that teft fo much eafier for the Bri- 
-tifti, than other princes of this earth; whofe 
fubjedls, whatever other changes they have 
felt, have feldom happened upon that of 
changing their mifery, and it is to be feared, 
are never likely, fo long as they are kept {o 
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ftronglj bound in chains of darknefs,--and 
diains of power. 

From both thcfe kinds of evils, which are 
almoft naturally connc<aed together. How pro- 
▼idential was our efcape in the fucceeding reign, 
when all the choice blood was befpoke and pre- 
parations made to offer it up at one facrifice ! 

I would not interpix the horrors of that 
black projeded fedival, with the glories of this ; 
or name the forrows of the next reign, which 
ended in the fubvcrfion ofour conftitution, was 
it not neceflary to purfue the thread ofour de- 
liverances through thofe times, and remark 
how nigh God's providence was to us in them 
both, by protedling us from the one, in as fi^^^ 
nal a manner, as he ref^ored us to the other. 

Indeed the latter of them might have been 
a joylefs matter of rcmemberance to us at this 
day, had it not been confirmed a bl effing by a 
iucceeding efcape, which fealed and conveyed 
it fafe down to us : whether it was to correA 
an undue fenfe of former bleffings, — or to teach 
us to refled upon the number and value of them, 
by threatening us with the depravation of them, 
—we were fuffered, however, to approach the 
O 2 
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edge of the precipice, where if God had no 

raifed up a deliverer to lead us back all ha 

been loft : the arts of Jefuitry had decoye 

us forwards ; or if that had failed, we had bee 
pulhed down by open force, and our dellrudi 
on had been inevitable. 

The good confequcnces of that deliveraiM 
are luch, that it Icemed as if God had fuffere 
our waters, like thofe of Bethefda, to be troi 
led, to make them afterwards more healing i 
us; iince to the account of that day^s bleOlni 
we charge the enjoyment of every thing fine 
worth a free man's living for, — the revival 
our liberty, our religion ; the juft rights of 01 
kings,— and the jufl rights of our people, — ar 
along with all, that happy provifion for th^ 
continuance, for which we are returning than 
to God this day. 

Let us do it, I befeech you, in the way whi( 
becomes wife men, by purfuing the intcntio 
of hisblcflings, and making a better nfe of the 
than our forcfatliers, who fonieiijrcs Teemed 

grow weary of their own haiipincr'; : let 

rather thank God for the good land which '. 
has given us; and when we h?'^u\ to proip 
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in it, and have built goodly houfes and dwelt 
tiierein, — 'and when our filver and our gold is 
maltiplied, and all that we have is multiplied, 
let the inftances of our virtue and benevolence 
be multiplied with them, that the great and 
mighty God, who is righteous in all his ways, 
<uid holy in all his works, may in the laft day 
of accounting with us, judge us worthy of the 
mercies we have received. 

In vain are days fet apart to celebrate fac- 
cefsful occurrences, unlefs they influence a na- 
tion's morals : — ; — a finful people can never be 
grateful to God, — nor can they, properly 
ipeaking, be loyal to their prince; — they can. 
not be grateful to the one, — becaufe they live 
not under a fenfc of his mercies, — nor can they 
be loyal to the other, becaufe they difengage 
the Providence of God from taking his part,-^- 
and then giving a heart to his adverfaries to be 
intraft.ible, 

And therefor, what was faid by feme one, 
That every Cm was a trcafon againft the foul, 
miy bt applied here, — That every wicked man 
is H traiior to his king and his country. And, 
^lutcvcr ftatefmon may write of the caufes of 



Ii6 S E R M O N VT. 

the rife and fall of nations; — for the contrar 
reafbns, a good man will ever be found to I 
the bed patriot and the bed fubjedt : and thoug 
an individaal may fay. What can my right( 
oufheis profit a nation of men ? it may be ai 
fwered. That if it Ihould fail of a bleffing hen 
— it will have one advantage at leaft, which 
this» 

It will fave thy own foul ; which may Go 
grant. Amen. 
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Genesis xlvii. 9. 

And Jacob faid unto Pharaoh^ The days of the 
yean of my pilgrimage^ are an hundred and 
thirty years : few andeyil have the days of 
the years df my life been. 

TH E R E is not a roan in hiftory, whom I 
pity more, than the man who made this 

itply not becaufe his days were ftiort, — but 

that they were long enough to have crouded 
iflto them io much evil a? we find. 

Of all the patriarchs, he was the moft un* 
liappy : for 'bating the feven years he ferved 
Laban for Rachael, *• fwhich feemed to him but a 
" few days for the love he had to her,^^ — ftrike 
tlioic out of the number, — all his other days 
Here fbrrow; aud that, not from his faults, 
bot from the ambition, the violences, and evil ^ 

psffions of others. A large portion of what 
Qianis.bom to, comes, you will fay, from the 

Vol. II. P 
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fame quarter : it is true ; but ftiU in fome men's 

lives, there feems a contexture of mifery; • 

one evil fo rifes out of another, and the whole 
plan and execution of the piece has fo very me- 
lancholy an air, that a good-natured man fhall 
not be able to look upon it, but with tears on 
his cheeks, 

I pity this patriarch ftill the more, becaufei 
from his firft fetting out in life, he had been 
led into an expectation of fuch different fcenes: 
he was told, by Ifaac his father, that God 
Jhould hlefs htm luith the denu ofhcaven^ and the 
fatnefs of the earthy and ix)ith plenty of corn and 
nvtne ; — that people nsffre toferve kim^ and na* 
tlons to bonv do*wn to him; — that he Jhould bi , 
lord over his brethren; - that blejfed was every 
one that hlejfed him^ and curfed nvas every one 
who curfed him. 

The fimplicity of yonth takes promiies dt 
happinefs in the fuUeft latitude, — and as thefe 
were moreover confirmed to. him by the God 
of his fathers, on his way to Padan-aram, — it 
would leave no diftruft of their accomplifbment 
upon his mind: — every fair and flattering ob- 
ject before him, which wore the face of joy, 
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he would regard as a portion of his blefling ; 

lie would purfue it — he would graip a (ha- 

dow. 

This, by the way, makes it neceflary to 
fiippofe, that the bleflings which were conveyed* 
had a yiew to bleflings not altogether fuch as a 
carnal mind would ezped; ^ut that they were 
ia a great meafure fpiritual, and fuch as the 
prophetic foul of Ifaac had principally before 
him, in the compreheniive idea of their future 
and happy eftablifliment, when they were no 
loqger to be ftrangers and pilgrims upon earth : 
for in hiGtt in the ftri^t and literal fenie of his 
father's grant»— .Jacob enjoyed it not ; and was 
fo £ir from being a happy man, that in the 
* moft mterefting paflages of his life, he met 
with nothing but diiappobtments and grievous 
afflidions. 

Let us accompany him firom the firft treach« 
crons hour of a mother's ambition ; in confe - 
quence of which, he is driven forth from his 
country, and the protection of his houfe, to 
ieek protedHon and an eftablifhment in the houfe 
of Laban his kinfman. 

In what manner this anfwered his expeCtati- 
P 2 
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ons, we find from his own pathetic ren^onftranoe 
to Laban* when he had pnrfued him feven 
day's journey, and overtook him on mount 

Gilead. -I fee him in the door of the tent, 

with the calm courage which innocence gives 
the opprefTed, thus remonftrating to his fsither- 
in-law upon the cruelty of his treatment. 

Thefe twenty years that I have hein nvitb thee, 
^the ye*ws have not cafl tBeir youngs and tht 
ranu of thy flock, have I not eaten. That luhich 
•was torn of heafls^ I brought not unt9 thee, — / 
hare the lofs of it ; what *wat flolen by day^ or 
ftolen by night, of my hands didft thou require it. 
Thus I ivas : in the day the drought confumei 
me, and the frofi hy night, and myjleep departed 
from my eyes. Thus have I been twenty years in 

thy houfe : 1 ferved thee fourteen years for 

thy two daughters^ and fix years for thy cattle* 
and thou hajl changed my wages ten times. 

Scarce had he recovered from thcfe evils, 
when the ill conduA and vices of his children, 

wound his foul to death. Reuben proves in* 

ccftuous, — Judah adulterous^ — his daughrer 
Dinah is diihonoured, — Simeon and Levi dif- 
honour themfelves by treachery,— two of h's 
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grandchildren are ftncken with fudden death, 
— Rachael his beloved wife perilbes, and in 
circumftances which embittered his loTs^—his 
foa Jofeph, a mod promifing youth, is torn 
firom him, by the envy of hig brethren ; and 
to clofe all, himfelf driven by famine in his 
old age to die amongft the £gypdans, a pec- 
pie who held it an abomination to eat bread 
with him. Unhappy patriarch! well might 
lie fay. That /e*w and evil had been bh days: 
the anfwer, indeed, was extended beyond the 
monarches enquiry, which was fimply his age; 

but how could he look back upon the days 

of his pilgrimage, without thinking of the for- 
rows which thofe days had brought along with 
them ? all that was more in the anfwer than in 
the demand, was the overflowings of a heart 
ready to bleed afrefh at the recoUedion of what 
had befallen. 

Unwillingly does the mind digeft the evils 
prepared for it by others; — for thofe we pre- 
pare ourfelves,— we eat but the fruit which we 
have planted and watered : — 2, (battered for- 
tnne— a (battered frame, fo we have but the 
fatis&dion of (battering them ourfelves, pais 
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courts the parent under fo fweet a form* that 
thoufands have been betrayed by the very vir* 
toes which (bould have preferved them. Na« 
ture tells the parent, there can be no error on 

the fide of affedton; but we forget, when 

Nature pleads 'for one, fhe pleads for every 
child alike — and» why is not her voice to be 
heard ? Solomon fays, Oppredion will make a 

wi& man mad. What will it do then, to a 

tender ingenuous heart, which feels itfeif ne- 
gled^ed, — too full of reverence for the author 

of its wrongs to complain ? fee, it fits down 

in filence, robbed by difcouragements, of all 
its natural powers to pleafe, — bom to fee others 
Ipaded with care^es — in fome uncheary comer 
it nourifhes it*s difcontent — and with a wetghc 
upon it*8 fpirits, which it's little ftock of forti- 
tude is not able to withdand, — it droops and 

pines away. Sad vi<aira of Caprice I 

We are unavoidably led here into a refledUon 
upon Jacob's condn^ in regard to his fon Jo* 
feph, which no way correfponded with the 
kilbn of wifdom« which the miferies of his own 
iamily might have taught him : furely his eyes 
had ieen forrows fufficient on that fcore, to 
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iave taken warning : and yet we find, that he 

&1I into the fame {hare of partiality to that 

child in his old age, which his mother Rebekah 

lad (hewn to him, in hers, — -for Jfrael loved 

Jofepb more than all his children; hecaufe he 

tvas the fon of his old age^ and he made him a 

coat of many colours .'■^-^O Ifrael ! where was 

that prophetic fpirit which dafted itfeif into 

fbture times, and told each tribe what was to 

be its fate \ Where was it fled, that it could 

not aid thee to look fo little a way forwards, 
as to behold this coat of many colours ^ (lained 
with blood ? Why were the tender emotions of 

a parent's anguifh hid from thy eyes; and, 

why is every thing ? but that it pleafes Hea- 
ven tQ give us no more light in our way, than 
will leave virtue in pofTeffion of it's recom- 
pence. -^ — '- — 

-Grant me, gracious God ! to go chear- 



fully on, the road which thou haft marked out ; 
•—I wifh it neither more wide or more fmooth : 
> continue the light of this dim taper thou 

haft put into my hands : 1 will kneel upon 

the ground feven times a day, to feek the bell 
Vol. II. Q^ 
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tra6t I can with it and having done that, 

I will truft myfelf and the ifflie of my journey 
to thee, who art the fountain of joy,— and will 
fing fongs of comfort as I go along 

Let us proceed to the fecond great occurrence 

in the patriarch's life. The impofition of a 

wife upon him which he neither bargain'd for 

or loved, And it came to pafs in the juorn- 

ing that it m)as Leah! and he J aid unto Lahaih 
What is this that thou haft done' unto vie? Did 
I not ferve thee for Racha^l? Where/or then kiji 
thou beguiled rfis? 

This indeed is out of ihe fyftem of all conjugal 
impofitions now, — but the moral of it is liill 
good ; and the abufe, with the fame complaint 
of Jacob's upon it, will ever be repeated, fo 
long as art and artifice are fo bufy as they are 
in thefe affairs. 

Liften, I pray you, to the (lories of the difap- 
pointed in marriage: — r— colledl all their com. 

plaints: hear their mutual reproaches; u- 

pon what fatal hinge do the greateft part of 
them turn ? — *« They were miftakcn in the per- 
fqri.'» — Sotne difguife either of body or mind is 
fcen through in the firft domeftic fcuffle;— r— 
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ibme fair ornament — perhaps the very one 
which won the heart, — the ornament of a meek 

and quiet /pint ^ falls oflF; // // not the Ra- 

chaelfor 'whom Ihavefervedy — Why haft thou be* 
gulled me ? 

Be open — be honeft : give yourfelf for what 
you are; conceal nothing — varnilh nothing, — 
and if thefe fair weapons will not do, — better 
not conquer at all, than conquer for a day : 

. when the night is pafTed, it will ever be 

the fame ftory, — And it came to pafs^ behold it 
nvax Leah I 

If the heart beguiles itfelf in its choice, and 
imagination will give excellencies which are not 

the portion of flefh and blood : when the 

dream is over, and we awake in the morning, 
it matters little whether it is Rachael or Leah, 
— be the objedl what it will, as it muft be on 
the earthly fide, at leaft, of perfedlion, - it will 
fall fhort of the work of fancy, whofe exiftence 
is in the clouds. 

In fuch cafes of deception, let not man ex- 
claim as Jacob does in hiSy--^ IVhat is it thoukaji 

done unto me? for it is his own doings, and 

0.2 
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h^ has nothing to lay his fault on, but the heat 

and poetic indlfcretion of bis paflions. 

I know not i?(^hether it is jof any ufe, to take 
notice of this (ingularity in the patriarch's life^ 
in regard to the wrong he received from La- 
ban, which was the very wrong he had done 
before to his father Ifaac, when the inSrini- 
ties of old age had difabled him from diftin- 
guiihing one child from another: Art thou my 
very fan Efau ? and he/aid^ lam. It is doubt- 
ful whether Leah's veracity was put to the fame 
teft,— but both fuiFered from a fimilitude of 
fl^a^agem ; and it is hard to fay, whether the 
anguifh, from croflcd love, in the breaft of 
one brother, might not be as fore a punifh- 
ment, as the difquietudes of crofFed ambition 
and revenge in the breaft of the other. 

I do not fee which way the honour of Provi- 
dence is concerned in repaymg us exadly in our 
own coin, — or, why a man ihould fall into 
that very pit, (and no other) which he has 
graven and digged for another man: time and 
chance may bring fuch incidents about, and 
there wants nothing but that Jacob (hould 
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bave been a bad man, to have made this a com- 
mon-place text for fuch a dodrine. 

It is enough for us, that the beft way to e« 
fcape evily is in general, not to commit it our- 

felves and that whenever the paffions of 

mankind will order it otherwiie, to rob thofe, 
at leafl, luhc love judgments ^ of the triumph of 
finding it out, — That our travail has returned 
upon our heads 9 and our violent dealings upon our 
own fates, 

I cannot conclude this difcourfe, without re- 
turning firft to the part with which it fee out ; 
— ^— the patriarch's account to the king of E- 
gypt, of the (hortnefs and mifery of his days : 

give me leave to bring this home to us, by 

a fingle refledion upon each. 

There is fomething ftrange in it that life 

ihould appear fo fliort in the grofs^ and yet 

fo long in the detail, Mifery may make it fo. 
you will fay — but we will exclude it,— and ftiU 
you will find, though we all complain of the 
(hortne^ of life, what numbers there are who 
feem quite over-ftocked with the days and hours 
of it, and are continually fending out into the 
high ways and ftreets of the city, to compel 
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gaefts to come in^ and take it off their liand$ : 
to do this with ingenuity and forecaft, is not 
one of the lead arts and bufinefs of life itfeif ; 
and they who cannot fucceed in it, carry as many 
marks of diftreis about them, as bankruptcy 
herfelf could wear. Be as carelefs as we may, 
we fhall not always have the power,— nor fhall 
we always be in a temper to let the account 
run thus. When the blood is coord, and the 
fpiriis, which have hurried us on through half 
our days, before we have numbered one of thenii 

are beginning to retire; then wifdom will 

prefs a moment to be heard, — afHi^ions or a 
bed of ficknefs will find their hours of perfua- 

fion and fhould they fail, -there is fome* 

thing yet behind,— old age will overtake us at 
the laft, and with its trembling hand, hold up 
the glafs to us, as it did unto the patriarch.— 

Dear inconfiderate Chriftians ! wait not, 

I befeech you, till then ;-r- take a view of your 
life now : — look back, behold this fair fpace^ ca- 
pable of heavenly improvements — all fcrawled 
over and defaced with — 

1 want words to fay, with what 

for 1 think only of the refiedlions with which 
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70U are to fupport yourfclves, in the decline of 
a life fo miferably caft away, (hould it happen, 
as it often does, that ye have ftood idle unto 
the eleventh hour, and have ajl the work of 
the day to perform when night comes on, and 
no one can work. 

. 2dly. As to the evil of the days of the years 
of our pilgrimage — fpeculation and fa(5l ap- 
pear at variance again We agree with the 

patriarch, that the life of man is miferable ; 

and yet the world looks happy enough and 

every thing tolerably at its eafe. It muft be 
noted indeed, that the patriarch, in this ac- 
count, fpeaks merely his prefent feelings, and 
feems rather to be giving a hiftory of his fuf- 
ferings, than a fyftem of them, in contradi^li- 
on to that of the God of love. Look upon the 
world he has given us,— obferve the riches and 
plenty which flows in every channel, not only 
to fatisfy the defires of the temperate, — but of 

the fanciful and wanton every place is al- 

moft a paradife, planted when nature was in 
her gay eft humour. 

Every thing has two views. Jacob, 

apd Job, and Solomon, gave one fc^Hon of til? 
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globe,— and this reprefentation another : 

truth lieth betwixt — or rather, good and evil 
are mixed up together ; which of the two pre. 

ponderates, is beyond our enquiry; but, I 

truft— it is the good : firft, As it renders the 

Creator of the world more dear aad venerable 
to me ; and fecondly, Becaufe I will not fup- 
pofe, that a work intended to exalt his glory, 
fhould (land in want of Apologies. 

Whatever is the proportion of mifery in this 
world, it is certain, that it can be no duty of 
religion to encreafe the complaint,— or to a£Feft 
the praife which the Jefuits' coUege of Granado, 
give of their Sanchez^ — That though he lived 
where there was a very fwcet garden, yet, was 
never feen to touch a flower; and that he would 
rather die than eat fait or pepper, or ought 
that might give a relifh to his meat. 

I pity the men whofe natural pleafures are 
burdens, and who fly from joy, (as thcfc fple- 
netic and morofe fouls do) as if it was really an 
evil in itfelf. 

If there is an evil in this world, it is forrow 

and heavinefs of heart. The lofs of goods, 

—of health,— of coronets and mitres, are only 
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evil, as they occafion forrow; take that 

out the reft is fanqr> and dwelleth only in 

the head of man. 

Poor unfortunate creature that he is ! as if 
the caufes of anguiOi in the heart were not e- 
nough — but he muft fill up the meafure, with 
thofe of caprice ; and not only walk in a vain 
fhadow, — butdifquiet himfelfin vain too. 

We are a reftlefs fct of beings ; and as we are 
likely to continue fo to the end of the world,— 
the beft we can do in it, is to make the fame 
ofe of this part of our charafler, which wife 
men do of other bad propenfities — when they 
cannot conquer them,— they endeavour, at leaft, 
to divert them into good channels. 

If therefor we muft be a folicitous race of 
felf- tormentors, — let us drop the common ob- 
jects which make us fo,— and for God's fake be 
ioHcitous only to live well. 
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Luke xvi. 31. 
^nd he /aid unto him^ if they hear not Mofes 
and the prophets ^ neither will they be per- 
Juaded^ though one Jhould rife from the dead, 

THESE words arc the conclufion of the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus ; 
he defign of which was to (hew us the neccf- 
nj of conducing ourfelves, by fuch lights as 
3od had been pleafed to give us : the feufe and 
neaning of the patriarch's final determination 
n the text being this, That they who will not 
be perfuaded to anfwer the great purpofes of 
their beings upon fuch arguments as are offer- 
ed to them in fcripture, will never be perfuad- 
ed to it by any other meaiis, how extraordt* 
nary foever ; — If they hear not Mdfes and the 
prophets^ neither 'will they he perfuaded^ though 

one JJyould rife from the dead, 

Rife from the dead ! To what purpofe ? 

What would fuch a meflengcr propofe to urge* 
which had not been propofed and urged ai- 
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ready ? the novelty or furprife of fuch a vifit 
might awake the attention of a curious unthink- 
ing people, who fpent their time in nothing 
elfe, but to hear and tell fome new thing; but 
ere the wonder was well over, lome new won* 
der would ftart up in its room, and then the 
man might return to the dead from whence he 
came, and not a foul make one enquiry about 
him. 

This, I fear, would be the conclufion 

of the affair. But to brings this matter ftill 
clofer to us, let us imagine, if there is no- 
thing unworthy in it, that God in compliance 
with a curious world, — or from a better mo- 
tive—in compaffion to a finful one, Ihould 
vouchfafe to fend one from the dead, to call 
home our confcience and make us better chri- 
ftians, better citizens, better men, and better 
fervants to God than we are. 

Now bear with me, 1 befcech you, in fram- 
ing fuch an addrefs, as I imagine, would be 
moft likely to gain our attention, and conciliate 
the heart to what he had to fay : the great 
channel to it, is Intcrcll, — and there he would 
&t out. 
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He might tell us, (after the mod indifputa- 
ble credentials of whom he ferved) That he 
was came a meffeDger from the great God of 
Heaven, with reiterated propofals, whereby 
much was to be granted us on his tide, — and 
fomething to be parted with on ours : but, that, 
not to alarm us, — it was neither houfes, nor 

land, nor pofleffions ; it was neither wives, 

or children, or brethren or (ifters, which we 

had to forfake ; no one rational pleafure to be 

given up; ^o natural endearment to be 

torn from. 

—In a word, he would tell us. We had 

nothing to part with but what was not 

for our interefis to keep, — and that was «ur 
vices ; which brought death and mifery to our 
doors. 

He would go on, and prove it by a thoufand 
arguments, that to be temperate and chade, 
and juft and peaceable, and charitable and kind 
to one another,— was only doing that for Chrift's 
fake, which was moft for our own ; and that 
were we in a capacity of capitulating with God 
upon what terms we would fubmit to his go- 
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verament, — he would convince us, it VToald 
be impoffible for the wit of man, to frame any 
propofals more for our prefent interefts, than 

to lead an uncorrupied life to do the thing 

nvhicb is lanuful and rights and lay fuch re- 
ftraints upon our appetites as are for the honour 
of human nature, and the refinement of human 
happinefs. 

When this point was made out, and the a* 
larms from Intereft got over,— the fpe^h^ might 
addrefs himfelf to the other paffions : — in do- 
ing this, he could but give us the moft engag- 
ing ideas of the perfe^ions of God, — or could 
he do more, than imprefs the mod awfiil ones, 

of his majefty and power : he might remind 

us, that we are creatures but of a day, hafteil- 
ing to the place from whence we (hall not re- 
turn; — ■ — that during our ftay, we ftood ac- 
countable to this Being, who though rich in 
roercies,~yct was terrible in his judgments;— 
that he was about our paths, and aboot oor 
beds, and fpied out all our ways ; and was fi> 
pure in his nature, that he would puniih even 
the wicked imaginations of the Iieait» and Iiad 
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appoioted a day, wherem he would enter into 

his enquiry, 

He might add 

But what? with all the eloquence of anm« 

fpired tongue, what could he add or lay to 
us, which has not been faid before ? the expe- 
riment has been tried a thoufaud times upon the 
hopes and fears, the reafons and paflions of 
men, by all the powers of nature, - the appli* 
cation of which have been fo great, and the 
variety of addrefles fo unanfwcrable, that there 
is not a greater paradox in the world, than thaC 
ib good a religion (hould be no better recom« 
mended by it's profeflbrs, ^ 

The fadl is, mankind are not always in a hu« 
mour to be convinced, -and fo long as the pre* 
engagement with our paflions fubfids", it is not 
argumentation which can do the bufmefs;— ^ 
we may amufe ourfelves with the ceremony of 
the operation, but we reafon not with the pro- 
per faculty, when we fee every thing in the 
(hape and colouring, in which the treachery of 
the fenfes paint it : and indeed, were we only 
to look into the world, and obferve how in* 
Vol. If. S 
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clinable men are to defend cviJ, as well as to 
commit it, — one would think, at firft fight, 
they believed, that all difcoarfes of religion 
and virtue were mere matters of fpecuIation» 
for men toentertain fome idle hours with; and 
conclude very naturally, that we feemed to be 
agreed in no one thing, but fpeaking well — 
and adling ill. But the trueft comment is in 
the text,— ^ tAiy hear not Mofes and the pro* 
phetSy etc. 

If they are not brought over to the interefts 
of religion upon fuch difcoveries as God has 
made — or has enabled them to make, they 
viU (land out againft all evidence :— — in vain 
(hall one rife for their convidtion ; — —was the 
earth to give up her dead— it would be the 

fame; every man would return again to his 

iourfe, and the fame bad pafOons would pro- 
duce the fame bad a<5!ions to the end of the 
world. 

This is the principal leffon of the parable; 
but 1 mufl enlarge upon the whole of it — be- 
caiife it has fome other ufeful leffons, and they 
vill beft prcfent themfelves to us as we go along. 

in this parable, whfch is one of the moft re- 
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tnarkablein thegofpel, onr Saviour reprefents 
a fcene, in which, by a kind of contra ft, two 
of the moft oppofite conditions that could be- 
bronght together firom human life, are pafTed 
before onr imaginations. 

The CHie, a man exalted above the level of 
mankind, to the higheft ptnacle of profperity, 

—to riches — to happinefs. 1 fay, happtnefs% 

<— in compliance with the world, and on a fop« 
podtion, that the poiTeflion of riches muft make 
us happy, when the very pnrfuit of them {o 
warms oar imaginations that we (lake both bo* 
dy and foul upon the event, as if they were 
things not to be purchafed at too dear a rate. 
They are the wages of wifdom, — as well as of 
folly. — -—Whatever was the cafe here, is be- 
yond the purport of the parable; — the fcrip- 
ture is (ilent, and fo fhould we ; it marks only 
his outward condition, by the common appen- 
dages of it, ?h the two great articles of Vanity 

and Appetite: to gratify the one, he was 

cloathed in purple and fine linen : to fatisfy the 
other,— fared fumptuoufly every day ; — and u* 

pon every thing too we will fuppofe, that 

S 2 



/ 



146 SERMON VIll. 

climates could furnifh — that luxury could in* 
vent, or the hand of fcience could torture. 

Clbfe by his gates is reprefented an objedl 
whom Providence might feem to have placed 
there, to cure the pride of man, and ihew him 
to what wretchednefs his condition might be 
brought : a creature in all the (hipwrcck of na- 
ture, — helplcfs, — undone, — in want of friends, 
in want of health, — and in want of every thing 
with them which his diftrels called for. 

In this date he is defcribed iis defiring to he 
fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich 
man's table ; and though the cafe is not ex- 
prci'sly put, that he was refufed, yet as the 
contrary is not affirmed in the hidorical part of 
the parable, or pleaded after by the other, that 
lie (hewed mercy to the miferable, we may con- 
clude his reqned was unfuccefsful, — like too 
many others in the world, either fo high lifted 
up in it, that they cannot look down dilUndly 
enough upon the fuffcrings of their fellow crea- 
tures, — or by long furfeiting in a continual 
courfe of banqueting and good che;ir, they for- 
get there is fuch a diftemi)er as hunger, in thf 
catalogue of human infirmities. 
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Overcharged with this, and perhaps a thoa- 
fand unpitied wants in a pilgrimage through 
an inhofpitable world, the poor man finks (i* 
lently under his burden,— But, good God ! 
whence is this ? Why docft thou fuffer theie 
hardfhips in a world which thou had made ? 
Is it for thy honour, that one man (honld eat 
the bread of fulnefs, and fo many of his own 
ftock and lineage eat the bread of forrow ?-— 
That this man (hould go clad in purple, and 
have all his paths ftrewed with rofe-buds of 
delight, whilft fo many mournful paflengersgo 
heavily along, and pafs by his gates, hanging 
down their heads ? Is it for thy glory, O God ! 
that fo large a (hade of mifery ihould be fi)read 

acrofs thy works? or, Is it that we ftc 

but a part of them ? When the great cham at 
length is let down, and all that has held the 

two worlds in harmony is ieen ; when the 

dawn of that day approaches, in which all the 
diflrefsful incidents of this Drama (hall be tin* 

ravelled; when every man's ca(e fhall be 

recoafidered, — then wilt thou be fully julVified 
in all thy ways, and every mouth (hall be ftbp- 
ped. 
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After a long day of mercy, miijient in riot 
and unchariiablenefs, the rich man died alfo : 

the parable adds, — and was buried;— 

Buried no doubt in triumph, with all the ill 
timed pride of funerals, and emp'y decorati- 
ons, which worldly folly is apt to proClitate u- 
pon thofe occafions. 

But this was the la ft vain fhow ; the utter 
conclufion of all his epicurean grandeur ; — the 
next is a fcene of horror, where he is reprefent- 
cd by our Saviour, in a ftate of the utmoft mi- 
fery, from whence he is fuppofed to lift op 
his eyes towards* heaven, and cry to the pa- 
triarch Abraham for mercy. 

And Abraham fat d^ Son^ rememher that thou 
in thy life time received]} thy good things, 

That he had received his good things, 

— it was from heaven,— and could be no re- 
proach : with what fevcrity ioever the fcrfp- 
ture fpeaks againft riches, it does not appear, 
that the living or faring fumptiioufly every day, 
was the crime obje<^ed to the rich man ; or 
that it is a real part of a vicious charaifler : the 
cafe might be then, as now: his quality and 
fiation in the world might be fuppofed to be 
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ftch, as not only to have juftificd his doing 
this, but, in general, to have required it with* 
out any imputation of doing wrong ; for dif- 
ferences of ftations there muft be in the world, 
which muft be fupported by fuch marks of di- 
fiinAion as cuftom impofes. The exceeding 
great plenty and magnificence, in which Solo* 
mon is dcfcribed to have lived, who had ten 
fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the paftures, 
^mda hundred (beep, befides harts, and roe- 
bucks, and fallow deer, and fatted fowl, with 
thirty meafures of fine flower, and threefcore 
meafures of meal, for the daily provifion of his 
table; — all this is not laid to him as a fin, but 
rather remarked as an inftance of God's blefling 
to him ; — and whenever thefe things are o« 
therwife, it is from a wafteful and difhoneft 
perveffion of them to pernicious ends,— and oft- 
times, to the very oppofite ones for which they 
■were granted, — to glad the heart, to open it, 

and render it more kind. 

And this feems to have been the fnare the 
rich man had failed into, — and pofiibly, had he 
fared lefs fumptuoufly,— he might have had 
more cool hours for rcflcAion, and been better 
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difpofed to have couceived ao idea of want, and 
to have felt compadion for It. 

jfad Abraham f aid i Son^ remember that thou 
in thy Ife time receivedji thy good things y and 

Menuife Lazarus evil things. Remember! 

lad fuhje(ft of recolledion ! that a man has paf* 
ied through this world with all the bleflSngs 
ittid advantages of it, on his iide, — favoured 
\vf God Almighty with riches, — ^befriended by 
his fellow creatures in the means of acquiring 
them, — aCGfted every hour by the fociety of 
which ha is a member, in the enjoyment of 
them — to remember, how much he has receiv- 
ed, — ^how little he has bellowed. — that he has 
been no man-s friend,— no one's protestor, — 
no one's benefa^or, — bleiied God !— — 

Thus begging in vain for himfelf, he is re- 
prefentedat lai) as interceding for his brethren, 
that Lazarus might be fent to them to give them 
warning, and fave them from the ruin which 

he had fallen into; They have Mofes and the 

prtphtts^ was the anfwer of the patriarch,-W(r/ 
tbem hear them ; but the unhappy man is re« 
prefented, as difcontented with it; and ftill per- 
fifibg in his requeft, and urging, — Nay^ fa* 
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tber Abraham y hut if one ivent from the dead 
they nuould repent, 

He thought fo but Abraham knew 

otherwife : and the grounds of the deter- 
mination, I have explained already, fo fhall 
proceed to draw fome other conclufions and 
lefTons from the parable, 

And firft, our Saviour might funher intend 
to'difcovcr to us by it, the dangers to which 
great riches naturally expofe mankind, agreea- 
bly to what is elfe where declared, how hardly 
fhall they who have them, enter into the king, 
dom of heaven. 

The truth is, they are often too dangerous a 
bleffing for God to truft us with, or we to ma- 
nage : they furround ns at all times with eafe, 
with nonfenfe, with flattery, and falfe friends, 
with which thoufands and ten thoufands have 

perifhed: they are apt to multiply our 

faults, and treacheroufly to conceal them from 
us; they hourly admlnifter to our tempta- 
tions; and allow us neither time to examine 

our faults, or humility to repent of them : 

nay, what is ftrange, do they not often tempt 

Vol. II. T 
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men even to coTeroufnefs; and though axnidft 
all the ill offices which riches do us, one wooki 
laft fufpeft this vice, but rather think the one 
a cure for the other ; yet fo it is, that naany a 
man contradls his fpirits upon the enlargement 
of his fortune, and is the more empty for being 
full. 

But there is lefs need to preach againft this : 
we fcem all to be haftening to the oppofite extreme 
of luxury and expence : we generally content 
ourfelves with the foJution of it ; and fay, It is 
a natural confequence of trade and riches — and 
there it ends. 

By the way» I affirm, there is a mifbke in 
the account ; and that it is not riches which are 
the caufe of luxury, — but the corrupt calcula- 
tion of the world, in making riches the balance 
for honour, for rirtue, and for every thing 
that is great and good, i^hich goads fo many 
thoufands on with affe<fhtion of pofTefling more 
than they have, — and confequently of engag- 
ing in a fyftem of expcnces they cannot fup- 
port. 

In one word, it is the neceflity of appearing 
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Id be fbmebody, in order to be Co — which ruins 
the world. 

This leads us to another leifon in the para- 
blcy concerning the true nfe and application of 
riches; we may ^ e fure from the treatment of 
the rich roan, that he did not employ thofe 
talents as God intended. 

How God did intend them, — may as well be 
known from an appeal to your own hearts, and 
the infcription you (hall read there, — as from 
any chapter and verfe I might cite upon the 
fubjed. Let us then for a moment, my dear 
auditors ! turn our eyes that way, and confidcr 
the traces which even' the moit infcnfible man 
may have proof of, from what he may perceive 
ipringing up within him from fome cafual aft 
of generofity ; and though this is a pieafurc 
which properly belongs to the good, yet let him 
try the experiment; — let him comfort the 
captive, or cover the naked with a garment, 
. and he will feel what is meant by that moral 
delight arifmg in the mind from the confcience 
of a humane adlion. 

But to know it right, we muft call upon the 

Companionate; Cruelty gives evidence un. 
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Willingly, p.r.d feels the pleafure but imperfeifltly ; 
for this, like all other pleafures, is of a relative 
nature, and consequently the enjoyment of it 
requires fome qualification in the facultyt as 
much as the enjoyment of any other good does : 
there mull be fomelhing antecedent in the 
difpofition and temper which will render that 
good, — good to that individual ; otherwife, 
though it is true it may bfe poflefled, — yet it 
never can be enjoyed. 

Confider tow difficult you would find it to 
convince a miferly heart, that any thing is 
good, which is not profitable ? or a libertine 
one, that any thing is bad, which is pleafant ? 

Preach to a voluptuary, who has modelled 
both mind and body to no other happinefs, but 
good eating and drinking, —bid him tajie and 
ffe koiv gco4 Cod is : there is not an invita- 
tion in all nature would confound him like it. 

In a word, a man's mind muft be like your 
propofilion before it can be relifhed; and it is 
the refemblancc between them, which brings 
over h,is jn:i[;ment, and makes him an evidence 
on your fuie. 

It ii thcrefcr not to the cruel, it is to the 
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merciful;-; — to thofc that rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep, — that we m^ke this ap« 

peal : it is to the generous, the kind, the 

humane,' that I am now to tell the fad* ftory 
of the fatherlefs, of him who hath no Ifelper, 
and befpeak your alms-giving in behalf of thcfe, 
who know uot how to afk for it themfelves. 

What can I fay more! it is a fub- 

jedt on which 1 cannot inform your judgment, 
— and in fuch an audience, I would not pre- 
fume to praflife upon your pafiions : let it fuf- 
fice to fay, that they whom God hath blefled 
with the means, - and for whom he has done 
more, in bleffing ibem likewife with a difpofi* 
tion; have a(3undHnt reafcn to be thankful to 
him, as the autlior of every good gift, for the 
meafure he has beftowed to ihem of both : it is 
the refuge again ft the flormy wind and tern- 
pelt, which he has planted in our hearts; and 
the conftant fluctuation of every thing in this 
world force all ihe fons and daughters of A- 
dam to feek Iheltcr under it by turns. Guard 
It by entails and feitlements as we will, the 

• CSiaiity Sermon at St. Andrew's, Holhorn. 
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moft affluent plenty may be ftrippcd, and find 
all its worldly comforts like fo many withered 
leaves dropping from us ; — the crowns of 
princes may be (haken ; and the greateft that 
ever awed the world, have looked back and 
moralized upon the turn of the wheel. 

That which has happened to one, — may 
happen to every man ; and therefor, that ex- 
cellent rule of our Saviour, in afls of benevo- 
lence, as well as every thing elfe, (hould go- 
vern us ; Tkat luhatfoever ye 'would that men 

Jhould do to you y do ye likevjtfe to them. 

Haft thou ever laid upon the bed of langnifh- 
ing, or laboured under a diftemper which 
threatened thy life ? Call to mind thy forrow. 
ful and penfive fpirit at that time, and fay, 
What it was that made the thoughts of death 
fo bitter : — if thou had'ft children, — I affirm 

it, the bittcrnefs of death lay there; if un- 

brought up, and unprovided for, what wifl 
become of them ? where will they find a friend 
-when I am gone, who will ftand up for them 
and plead their caufe againft the wicked ? 

-^ — B l^flcd God ! to thee, who art a fiither 
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to tie fatherlefsy and a ha(l>and to the widow, 
— ^I entroft them. 

ITaft thoa eTer fufbinf d any confiderable (hock 
in thy foitnne ? or, H^ft the fcantinefs of thy 
condition hnrried thee into great ftratts, and 
brought thee almoft to diftraAton? Confider 
^'hat was it that fpread a table in that wilder* 
nefs of thought,— who made thy cup to over- 
flow ? Was it not a friend of confolation who 
(tepped in, — faw thee embarrafTed with tender 
pledges of thy love, and the partner of thy 
cares, took them under his protedlion ? Hea- 
ven ! thou wilt reward him for it ! — and freed 
thee from all the terrifying apprehenfions of a 
parent's love. 

Haft thoa 

But how (hall I afk a queftion which muft: 

bring tears into fo many eyes ? Haft thou 

ever been wounded in a more afieAing manner 
ftiU, by the lofs of a moft obliging friend,— 
or been torn away from the embraces of a dear 
and promifing child by the ftroke of death ? >» 
bitter rememberance ! nature droops at it — ^buC 
nature is the fame in all conditions and lots of 
life. A child thruft forth b to cv3 ho^ 
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'Without food, without raiment, bereft of in- 
(lru6lion, and the means of its falvadon, is a 
fubjedt of more tender heart -aches, and will 
awaken every power of nature: — as we have 
felt forourfelves, — let us feel for Chrift*s fake- 
let us feel for theirs : and may the God of all 
comfort blefs yoa. Amen. 
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SERMON IX. 

Luke xiv. lo, ii. 

tt thou, when thou art bidden, go and fit 
down in the loweji room, that when he that 
bade thee cometh, he may fay to thee. Friend, 
go up higher ; thenjbalt thou have worfhip in 
the prefcnce of them who fit at meat with 
thee: for whofoever exalt eth himfclf, fball be 
abafed; and he that humbleth himfelfjball be 
exalted. 

T is an exhortation of our Saviour's t^ Hu- 
mility, addrefled by way of inference from 
at he had faid in the three foregoing vcrfes 
he chapter; where, upon entering the houfe 
one of the chief Pharifees to ea bread, and 
rking how fmall a portion of this neceflary 
:ue entered in with the feveral guefts, diACO- 
ing itfelf from their chufmg the ciilcf rooms, 
i moft diftinguifhed places of honour; — he 
es the occaiion which fuch a behaviour of- 
:d, to caution them againft Pride;— ^ftaies 
U 2 
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the inconvenience of the pafljon; — fhews the 
difappointments which attend it ; — the dif- 
grace in which it generally ends ; in being for- 
ced, at laft, to recede from the pretenfions to 
what is more than our due; which, by the 
way, is the very thing the paflion is eternally 
promoting us to expedl. When, therefor, 
thou art bidden to a wedding, fays our Savi- 
our,, lit not down in the higheft room» left a 
more honourable man than thou be bidden of 
him ; and he, that bade thee and him, come and 
fay to thee, — Give this man place : and thott 
begin with fliame to take theloweft room. 

But thou, when thou art bidden, go 

and fit down in the lowcft room : hard lec- 
ture ! in the loweft room ? What I— do 

I owe nothing to myfelf ? rauft I forget my fta- 
tion, my chara<Sler in life ? refign the prece- 
dence which my birth, ray fortune* my ta* 
lents, have already placed me in poiTefljoa of? 

give all up ! and fuffer inferiors to take my 

honour? Yes; — for that, fays our Saviour, is 

the road to it : For nuben he that bade thee cometbf 

he <will fay to thee. Friend, go up higher; theu 

JI?alt thou have nvorjhip in the prefence of them 
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ivbojtt at meat nuith thee : -for nvhofoever ex" 

alteth himfelfy Jhallbe abafeds and he that hum* 
hleth himfelf, pall be exalted. 

To make good the truth of which declara- 
tion, it is not ncccflary we (hould look beyond 
this life, and fay, that in that day of retributi- 
on, wherein every high thing (hall be brought 
low, and every irregular paffion dealt with as 

it deferves; that pride, aroongft the reft, 

(confidcred as a vicious charader) (hall meet 
with it's proper puniftiment of being abafed, 
and lying down for ever in (hame and difho- 

nour. It is not neceflary we (hould look fo 

far for^vards for the accomplifliment of this : 
the words feem not fo much to imply the threat 
of a diftant punifhment, the execution of which 
was to be refpited to that day ; as the de- 
claration of a plain truth depending upon the 
natural courfc of things, and evidently verified 
in every hour's commerce in the world ; from 
•whence, as well as from our reafoning upon 
the point, it is found. That Pride lays us open 
to fo many mortifying encounters, which Hu- 
mility in its own nature refts fecure from, — that 
verily, each of them, in this world, have their 
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reward faithfully dealt out by the natural work- 
ings of men's paflions; which, though very 
bad executioners in general, yet arefo farjuft 
ones in this, that they feldom fufferthe exulta- 
tions of an infolent temper to efcape the abafe* 
ment, or the deportment of a humble one to 
fail of the honour, which each of their charac- 
ters do deferve. 

In other vicious exceffes which a man com- 
mits, the world, (though it is not much to its 
credit) feems to ftand pretty neuter: if you are 
extravagant or intemperate, you are looked u- 
pon as the greateft enemy to yourfelf,— or if an 
enemy, to the public, — at leall, you are fore- 
mote a one to each individual, that no one feels 
himfelf immediately concerned in your punifh- 
roent: but in the inftances of pride, the at- 
tack is perfonal : for as this pafllon cam only 
take it's rife from a fecrct comparifon, which 
the party has been making of himfelf to my dif- 
advantage, every intimation he gives me of 
what he thinks of the matter, is fo far a dircd 
injury, either as it with-holds the refpedl which 
is my due, — or perhaps denies me to have any; 
or clfe, which prcffes equally hard, as it poti 
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me in mind of the defedls which I really have^ 
and of which 1 am truly confcious, and con- 
fequently think myfelf the lefs dcferving of an 
admonition: in every one of which cafes, the 
proud man, in whatever language he fpeaks it, 
—if it is expreffivc of this fuperiority over me, 
either in the gifts of fortune, the advantages of 
birth or improvements, as it has proceeded from 
a mean eftimation and poffibly a very unfair 
one of the like pretenfions in myfelf, — the at- 
tack, I fay, is perfona! ; and has generally the 
fate to be felt and refented as fuch. 

So that with regard to the prefent inconve- 
niences, there is fcarce any vice, bating fuch as 
are immediately punifhed by laws, which a man 
may not indulge with more fafety to himfelf, 
than this one of pride; — the humbleft of men, 
not being fo entirely void of the paflion them- 
felves, but that they fuflPer fo much from the 
overflowings of it in others, as to make the li. 
teral accompliihment of the text, a common 
intereft and concern : in which they are gene- 
rally fuccefsful,— the nature of the vice being 
fuch, as not only to tempt you to it, but to af . 
ford the occafions itielf of its own humiliation. 
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The proud man^^fcc! he is fore all o- 

vcr ; touch him — you put him to pain : and 
though of all others, he afts as if every mortal 
was void of all fcnfe and feeling, yet is poffef&d 
with fo nice and exquifite a one himfelf^ that 
the flights, the little toegleds and inftances of 
difedeem, which would be fcarce felt by ano« 
ther man, are perpetually wounding him, and 
oft-times piercing him to his very heart. 

I would not therefor be a proud man^ was it 
only for this, that it ihould not be in the power 
of every one who thought fit — to chaftife mc; 
- — my other infirmities, however unworthy of 
me, at lead will not incommode me : fo little 
difcountenance do I fee given to them, that it 
is not the world's fault, if I fuflPer by them: 

but here— if I exalt myfelf, I have no pro- 

fpedt of efcaping ; with this vice I ftand 

fwoln up in every body's way, and muft una- 
voidably be thruft back : which ever way I turn, 
whatever (lep I take under the diredion of this 
pafiion, I prefs unkindly upon fome one, and 
in return, muft prepare myfelf for fuch morti* 
fying repulfes, as will bring me dowDi and 
make me go on my way forrowiog; 
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T^is is from the nature of things* and the 

ei|>erience of life as far back as Soiomon, whole 

obiervation upon it was the fame, — and it will 

cvci^ hold goody that before honour liMi hupiiUtj, 

and a haughty fpirtt before a fall. Put not 

therefor thyfelf forth in the defence of the king^ 
and fi and not in the place of great men : for bet' 

ter is it (which by the way is the very dif- 

fuafive in the text) better is it, that it be 

[aid unto thee. Friend, come up higher^ than that 
thoufhouldft be put lower in the pre fence of the 
prince nuhom thine eyes havefeen. 

Thus much for the illuftration of this one ar- 
gument of our Saviour's againft Pride: 

there are many other confiderations which ex- 
pofe the weaknefs of it, which his knowlege of 
the heart of man might have fuggefted ; but as 
the particular occafion which gave rife to this 
ledlure of our Saviour's againft pride, naturally 
led him to fpeak of the mortifications which at- 
tend fuch indances of it, as he then beheld : 

for this reafon the other .arguments might 

be omitted, which perhaps in a fet difcourfe 
would be doing injuftice to the fubjedl. I (hall 
therefor, in the remaining part of this, beg 
Vol. II, X 
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leave to ofFer fome other confiderattons of a mo- 
ral as well as a religious nature upon this fub- 
}t6t, as fo many inducements to check this weak 
paffion in man ; which> though one of the moft 
inconvenient of his infinnitiesy — the moft pairi' 
fill and difcourteous to focicty, yet by a fad 
fatality, £o k is, that there ate few vices, ex- 
cept fuch whofe temptations are immediatelj 
feated in our natures, to which there is fo ge- 
neral a propenfity throughout the whole race. 
This had led fome fatirical pens to writei 
That all mankind at the bottom were proud a- 

like; that one man differed from another, 

not fo much in the xliffcrent portions which he 
pofTeffed of it, as in the difierent art and ad- 
drefs by which he exceds in the management 
and difguife of it to the world : we trample, 
no doubt too often, upon the pride of Plato*i 
mantle, with as great a pride of onr own ; yet 
on the whole the remark has more fpleen than 
truth in it; there being thoufands, (if any evi- 
dence may be allowed) of the moft unafieded 
humility, and trueft poverty of fpirit, which 
anions can give proof of . Notwithftanding thiia 
fo much may be allowed to the obfervatioQt 



That Pride is 9 vice which; grows up lafociety 
fo infeafiUy ; — Aeak m ttnobferved i^pon the 
th^ heart up(0« fc^ owij occafions;-^ forms it« 
felf under fi^h a yaviety of uafufped^d ap«. 
pearaaees»— .foa^tiraeft even under that of Ho* 
militx itfelf : —in aH which cafes^ Self- Jove, like 
a faiie frknd, bAead of checkings mod treach« 

eroufljT feeds this humour, points out fome 

excellence in every foul to make him vain, and 
think more highly of him&lf,^ than he ought 

tQ thiuk ; that upon the whjole^ there is no 

oae weaknefs inta which the heavt of roan it 
oMre eaiily betrayedit^or which requires greater 
helps of good fenfe and good principles to guard 
agaiaft. 

And firft» th^ root from which it fprings, is . 
no iaconfiderable difcredit to. the fruit. 

If you look into the bed moral wnters, who 
have taken paisys lo fearch ia^ the grounds of 
this pafCon,— they will.tdi you, That pride is 
the vice of little and contracted fouls;— thac 
whatever a£Pe^ation of greatnefs it generally 
wears and carries in the looks, there is always 

meannpfs in the heart of it : a haughty and 

a^ abje^ teo^per, I believei are much nearer a 
X 2 
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kin than thcj will acknowlcge ; like fMr 

relatioos, they look a Ittlc flij at one another 
at firfl fight, but trace l>ack their pedigTee» 
they arc bst collateral branches frooi the hmt 
ftem ; aod there b icarce any one who has not 
feen many fock inftances of it, as one of oar 
poets alludes to, in that admirable ftroke he 
has given of this 2i&D\tj, in his dcfcriplkm of a 
Pride 'which licks the duft. 

As it has meannefs at the bottom of it, — io 
it is julily charged with having nveaknefe there 
too, of which it gives the ftrongeft proof, in 
regard to the chief end it has in view^ and the 
abfurd means it takes to bring it about. 

Confider a moment, — What is it the proud' 

man aims at? VVhy, — fuch a mealtnne of 

refpefl and deference, as is dtte to his foperior 
merit, etc, etc. 

Now, good fenfb and a^ knowlege (^ the 
world ftiew us, that how much foever of thefe 
are due to a man. allowing he has made a right 
calculation, — they are ftitl dues of fuch a na< 
ture, that they are not to be inOfted npon: 
Honour and Refpedt muft be a/r^r w// offer* 
ing: treat them otherwife, and claim them 
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them from the world as a cax,-^they are fare 
to bfc wtth-h«id ; the firft difcorery of fuch an 
cxpedati.on difappolncs k, and prejudices yonr 
title to it forever. * 

To this (pecolative argument of it's weakdefs, 
it has generaltf the ill fiut to add another cS a 
more fubftantial nature, whicll, is matter of 
fad ; that to turn giddf ofoa erery tittle exal- 
tattoa, is ezpenenced to be' tto \th a mark of si 
nveak brain in the figuratiTe, than it is in ther 
literal fenfe of the espreffion :'-^tii fcto' troth, 
it is but a icurtry kind of a trick {qnofies veluft 
Fortuna jocart)^^}Mak Fortune,- in one of her 
merry moods, takes a poor devil with this pjtf» 
fion m his head, and moomts lum up all at qxlW 
as high as flie can get him — for it is fure nr 
make hrm play fuch phantaflic tricks, as to be- 
come the tery feol of the comedy ; andwashe 
not a general benefador to the worid in making 
it merry, t knownothowSpfeen eooldrbepa^ 
cffieddoringthe reprelentation. 

A third argument againft Pride is dienattr« 
ral connexion it has with vices of an nnfocial 
afpeft: the Scripture ieldomintrGfducesh: alone 
— Anger, or Strifcr or Rerenge^ or iboie ini- 
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nucal paflion« is ever upon the ftage with it; 
the proofs and reaibns of vrhich I have not time 
to enlar^ on, and therefor (hall iky no mors 
upon this argument than this»->that was there 
no other, — yet the had company this vice is 
generally foiudd in, would he fufficient by itfelf 
to engage a maa to avoid it. 

Thus much ibi the moral confiderations u- 
pon this fubje^ ; a great part of which, as they 
illuftrate chiefly the inconveniences of Pride in a 
facial light, may feem to have a greater ten- 
dency to Hiake men guard the appearaBices of 
it, than conquer the pal^on itfelf, and root it 
out of their nature : to do this effedually ve 
inuft ad4 the ^rgomeints of religion^ withoot 
vihich, the beft moral dKcourfe may prove litde 
better than a eold polit4cal le^re, taught 
merely to govern the paffion £b, as not; to be; 
injurious taa rn^n's prefent iQte^ft of quiet; 
all which a man o^y learn to praAife wcU e- 
nough, and yet at the £une time be a pcrfisA 
(Iranger to the beft part of humility, i^hieh 
implies not a concealment of Mde, but aa ab^ 
fohite conqueft over the firft rifij^ of it which 
arc feh in the boart of num., 
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And firft, one tof tht moft pfeffeifrtt afrgu- 
tnents which religion offers to this end^ is that 
"whiich arifes from the ftate and condition of Our- 
lelvesy both as to our natural and moral im* 
perfedfons. It is impoffible to refled a ma- 
meat upon this hint, hut with a heart full of 
tht humble ezclamatbn, Godi ^hat h fMn! 

even a thing of nought^* — a po«r, infirm^ 

nrirerahle, (bort-Kved creature, that pafTesa- 
way like a fiiadow, and is haftetling off the (lage ^ 
where the theatrical titles and diftindtions^ and 
the whole ma(k of Pride which he ha9 worn 
for a day, will fall off, and heave him naked as 
ft negledled flave. Send forth your imaginati- 
tm, I befeech yt>u, to view the lad fcene of the 
greateft and proudeft who ewr awed and go^* 
Tcmed the world— fee the empty vapour dif* 
appearing 1 one of the arrows of mortality ftickt 
faft within him ; fee-^it forces out his iife^ and 
freezes his blood and fpirits. 

Approach his bed of ftate lift up 

the curtain — regard a moment with filence — *— 

Are thefe cold hands and pale lips, all 

that is left of him who was canonized by his 
own pride, or made a god of, by his flatterers i 
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O mf ibnl! with what dreams haft thoa 
been bewitched ! how haft thou been deluded 
by the objeds thou haft fo eagerly grafped at! 

If this reflexion from the natural imperfe^* 
on of man, which he cannot remedy, does ne- 
verthelefs ftrike a damp upon human Pridei 
much more muft the confiderations do fo, which 
ariie from the depravattcms of his nature. 

Survey yourfelves, my dear Chriftians, a few 
moments in this light — behold a difobedienti 
ungrateful* intradable and diforderly fet of 
creatures, going wrong fcvcn times in a day, 
^— ading Ibmetimes every hour of it againft your 
own convidions — ^your own interefts, and the 
intentions of your God, who wills and propofei 
nothing but your bappineis and profperity— 
what reafon does this view furniih you for 
Pride ? how many does it fuggeft to mortify 

and make you afhamed I well might thefon 

of Syrach fay in that farcaftical remark of his 

upon it, nat Pkide nvas not made for man 

for fome purpofes, and for feme particular 
beings, the paifion might have been Ihaped— 
but not for him*-fancy it where jou willt it ii 
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no where fo improper — it is in no creature fo 
unbecoming — 

But why fo cold an affent, to fo incon- 

tefted a truth? Perhaps thou haft reafons 

to be proud : for heaven's fake let us hear 

them — —Thou haft the advantages of birth 
land title to boaft of — or thou ftandeft in the 

funfhine of court favour or thou haift a 

large fortune or great talents or much 

learning — or nature has beftowed her graces 

upon thy perfon fpeak— on which ofthefe 

foundations haft thou raifed this fanciful ftruc« 
ture? Let us examine them. 

Thou art well born; — then truft me, it will 
pollute no one drop of thy blood to be humble : 
humility calls no man down from his rank,— 
diverts not princes of their titles ; it is in life, 
what the cUar-obfcure is in painting ; it makes 
the hero ftep forth in the canvas, and detaches 
his figure from the group in which he would 
otherwife ftand confounded for ever. 

If thou art rich -then fliew the greatnefi 

of thy fortune, — or what is better, the great- 
fiefs of thy foul in the meeknefi of thy convcrJa 

Vol. II. Y 
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tion; condcfccnd tomenof lowcftate,— fupport 
the diftrefled, and patronize the negledled. — • 
Be great; but let it be in conOdering riches as 
they are; as talents committed to an earthen 
t;^/— That thou art but the receivert-^^d 
that to be obliged and be vain too,— is but 
the old folecifm of pride and beggary^ which, 
though they often meet, —yet ever make but 
an abfurd fociety. 

If thou art powerful in intcreft, and ftandeft 
deified by a lervilc tribe of dependents, — why 
Ihouldeft thou be proud, — becaufe they are 

hungry ? Scourge mefuch fycophants; they 

have turned the heads of thoufands as well as 
thine. ■ 

But it is thy own dexterity and ftrength 

which have gained thee this eminence: aUow 
it ; but art thou proud, that thou ftandeft in a 
place where thou art the mark of one man's 

malice, or a third man's revenge, where 

good men may be ready to fufped thee, and 
whence bad men will be ready to pull thee 
down . I won Id be proud of nothing that is un- 
certain: Haman was fo, becaufe he was ad- 
mitted alone to queen Efther's banquet; and 
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the diftmftion raifed him, — but it was fifty cu- 
bits higher than he ever dreamed or thought of. 

Let us pafs on to the pretences of learning, 
etc. etc. If thou haft a little, thou will be 
proud of it in courfe: if thou haft much, and 
good fenfe along with it, there will be no rea- 
fon to difpute againft the paflion : a beggarly 
parade of remnants is but a fbrry obje<Et of Pride 

at the beft; but more fo, when we can cry 

out upon it, as the poor man did of his hatch^ 
ct, — * Alas! majier^ — for itivas Borrowed, 

It is treafon to fay the fame of Beauty, — 
whatever we do of the art^and ornaments with 
which Pride is wont to fct it off: the weakeft 
minds are moft caught with both ; being ever 
glad to win attention and credit from fmall and 
ilcnder accidents, through difability of pur- 
chafing them by better means. In truth. Beau • 
ty has fo many charms, one knows not how to 
fpeak againft it ; and when it happens that a 
graceful figure is the habitation of a virtuous 
foul,— when the beauty of the face fpeaks oujt 
the modefty and humility of the mind, and the 

• a Kings, \i, 7. 
Y 2 
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juftnefs of the proportion raifcs our thoughts 
up to the art and wifdom of the great Creator, 
fomething may be allowed it, — and fomcthing 
to the embelliftiments which fet it off; — and 
yet, when the whole apology is read, — it will 
be found at laft, that Beauty, like Truth, never 
is fo glorious as when it goes the plaineft. 

Simplicity is the great friend to nature, and 
if 1 would be proud of any thing in this filly 
world, it Ihould be of thfs honeft alliance. 

Confider what has been faid ; and may the 
Cod of all mercies and kindnefs watch over your 
paflTions, and infpire you luith all humhlcnefs of 
viind^ tfieeknc/sy patience^ and hng fufferlng^"^ 
Amen. 
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Matthew xi. 29. 

Learn qfme^for lam meek and bwfy in heart i 
and ye Jballjind reft unto your fouls. 

THE great bofineis of man, istheregala* 
tion of his fptrit ; the pofleflion of fuch 
a frame and temper of mind, as will lead us 
peaceably through this world, and in the many 
weary ftages of it, a£Ford us, what we (hall be 

fure to ftand in need of, Refi unto your 

fouls • 

Reft unto our fouls ! it is aU we want 

~the end of all our wi(hes and purfuits : give 
us a profped of this, we take the wings of the 
morning, and fly to the uttermoft parts of the 
earth to have it in pofleflion : we feek for it in 
titles, in riches and pleafures, — climb up after 
it by ambition, — come down again and (loop 
for it by avarice, — try all extremes; ftill we are 
gone out of the way, nor is it, till after many 
miferable experiments, that we are convinced 
at laft, we have been feeking every where for 
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It, but where there was a prbfpedi: of finding 
It ; and that is, within ouffelves, in a meek and 
lowly difpofition of heart. This, and this only 
will give us reft unto our fouls:— ^*— reft, from 
thofe turbulent and haughty padions which di« 

fturb our quiet: rell, from the provocatl' 

ons and difappointments of the world, and a 
train of of untold evils too long to be recounted, 
againft aU which this frame and preparation of 
mind is the. be ft protection. 

I beg you will go along with me in this ar- 
gument. Confider how great a (hare of the 
uneafinefFes, which take up and torment our 
thoughts, owe their rife to nothing elfc, but the 
difpofitions of mind which are oppoiite to this 
charadter. 

With regard to the provocations and offences^ 
which are unavoidably happening to a man in 
his commerce with the world, —take it as a rule, 
— as a man's pride is, — fo is always his difplea- 
fure;— as the opinion of himfelf rifes, — fo does 
the injury, — fo does his refentment: it is this 
which gives edge and force to the inftrumenC 
which has ftruck him, — and excites that heat in 
the wound, which renders it incurable. 
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See how different the cafe is, with the hum* 
ble man : one half of thefe painful conflidh ho 
adually efeapes ; the other part fall lightly on 
him : — he provokes no man by contempt ; 
thrufts btmfelf forward as the mark of no man's 
envy ; fo that he cuts off the firff fretful occa* 
(ions o£ the greated part of thefe evils; and for 
thofe in which the paflions of others would in* 
volve him» like the humble (hrub in the vaUey» 
gently gives way, and fcaree feels the injury of 
thoie ftormy encounters whidh rend the proud 
cedar, and rear it up by its roots. 

If you coofider it, with regard to the many 
diikppointments of this life, which arife from 
the hopes of bettering our condition, and ad* 
dancing in the world, — the reafoning is the 
ikme. 

"What we ezped- Is ever in proportion to 

the eft^i^^^ate made of ouri|lves; when pride and 
felf'love have brought us in their account of 
this matter. — we find, that we are worthy of all 
honours—fit for all places and employments ; 

^^as our expectations rife and multiply, fo 

muft our dtfappolntments with them ; and there 

Vol 11. Z . 
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needs nothing more, to lay the foundation of 
our unhappinefs, and both to make and keep us 
miferable. And in truth there is nothing fo 
common in life, as to fee thoufands, who, you 
■would fay, had all the reafon in the world to 
be at reft, fo torn up and difquieted with for- 
rows of this clafs, and fo inceffantly tortured 
with the difappointments which their pride and 
paflions have created for them, that though 
they appear to have all the ingredients of hap- 
pinefs in their hands,— they can neither com- 
pound or ufe them:— how fhould they? the 
goad is ever in their fides, and fo hurries them 
on from one expcdlation to another, as to leave 
them no reft day or night. 

Humility, therefor, recommends itfelf as a 
fecurity againft thefe heart-aches, which though 
ridiculous fometimes in the eye of the beholder, 
yet are ferious enough to the man who fuffers 
them ; and I believe would make no inconfi* 
derable account in a true catalogue of the dif- 
quietudes of mortal man : againft thefe, I fay, 
Humility is the beft defence. 

He, that is little in his own eyes, is little too 
in his deftres, and confequently moderate in hi^ 
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purfult of them : like another man, he may fail 
in his attempts and lofe the point he aimed atr 
— but that is all,r-hclofes not himfelf,— he 
lofes not his happinefs and peace of mind with 
it, — even the contentions of the humble man 

arc niild and placid. Blefled chara<5ler! 

when fuch a man is thru ft back, who does not 

pity him ?- when he falls, who would not 

flretch out a hand to raife him up ? 

And here, I cannot help (lopping in the 
mid ft of this argument» to make a fhort obfer- 
vation, which is this. When we refle(5l upon 
the charadler of Humility, — we are apt to think 
it ftands the moft naked and defencelefs of all 
virtues whatever, — the leaft able to fupport it's 
claims againft the infolent antagonift who feem& 
ready to bear him down, and all oppodtion 
which fuch a temper can make. 

Now, if we confider him as ftanding a1one» 
— ^no doubt, in fuch a cafe he will be over- 
powered and trampled upon by his oppofer ; — 
but if we confider the meek and lowly man, 
as he is — fenced and guarded by the love, 
friendftiip and wiibesofall mankind, — that the 
other ftands alone, hated, dlfcountenanced* 
Z 2 
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without one true friend or hearty well wifhcr 
on his fide; — :when this is balanced » we (hall 
have reafon to change our opinion, and be con- 
vinced that the hunable man, Arengthened with 
fuch an alliance, is far from being fo over* 
nsatched as at fird fight he may appear: — nay 
I believe one might venture to go further and 
engage for it, that in all fuch cafes, where 
real fortitude and true perfbnal courage were 
wanted, he is much more likely to give proof 
of it, and I would fooner look for it in fuch a 
temper than in that of his adverfary. Pride 
may make a man violent,— but Humility will 

make him firm ; and which of the two, do 

you think, likely to come oflF with honour ? . 

he, who ads from the changeable impulfe of 
heated blood, and follows the uncertain moti- 
ons of his pride and fury, —or the man who 
ftands cool and coUeded in himfelf ; who go» 
vems his refcntments, inflead of being govern- 
ed by them, and on every occafion a^ upon 
the fteady motives of principle and duty. 

But this by the way ; — though in truth it 
falls in with the mam argument; for if the ob» 
fervation is juft, and Humility has the advan- 
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tages where we (hould lead erped them, the 
argument rifes higher in behalf of thofe which 

are more apparently on it's (ide. In all which^ 

if the humble man finds, what the proud man 
muft never hope for in this world,— that is reft 
to his foui,-~£o does he likewile meet with it 
from the influence fuch a temper has upon hit 
condition under the evils of his life, not as 
chargeable upon the vices of men, but as the 
portion of his inheritance by the appointment 
of God. For if, as Job fays, we are bom to 
trouble as the fparks fly upwards, furely it ii 
he who thinks the greatefl of thefe troubles be* 
low his fins, — and the fmalled favours above his 
jnerit, that is likely to fuflPer the leaft from the 
one, and enjoy the mod from the other : it is 
he who pofTefTes his foul in meeknefs, and keeps 
it fubjefted to all the ifTues of fortune, that is 

the fartheft out of their reach. *-No. He 

blames not the fun, though it does not ripen 
his vine, nor binders at the winds, though they 

bring him no profit. If the fountain of the 

humble man rifes not as high as he could wifh, 
— he thinks however, that it rifes as high as 
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it ought, and as the laws of nature (lill do their 
duty, that he has no caufe to complain agamft 
them. 

If difappointed of riches — he knows the pro- 
vidence of God is not his debtor; that though 
he has received lefs than others, yet as he thinks 
himfelf leis than the leaft, he has reafon to 
be thankful. 

If the world goes untoward with the humble 
man, in other refpeds, — he knows a truth which 
the proud man does never acknowlege, and that 
is, that the world was not made for him ; and 
therefor how little (hare foever he has of its 
advantages, he fees an argument of content, 
in refledting how little it is, that a compoun4 
of (in, of ignorance and frailty, has grounds 
to ezped. 

A foul, thus turned and refigned, is carried 
fmoothly down the ftream of providence; no 
temptations in his palTage difquiet him with 
defire, — no dangers alarm him with fear: 
though open to all the changes and chances of 
others,— yet by feeing the juftice of what hap- 
pens, and humbly giving way to the blow,— 
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though he is fmitten, he is not fmitten like o-* 
ther men, or feels the fmart which thej do. 

Thus much for the dodrine of Humility; 
let us now look towards the example of it. 

It is obferved by fome one, that as pride was 
the paiiion through which Gn and miiery en- 
tered into the world, and gave our enemy the 
triumph of ruining our nature, that therefor 
the Son of God who came to ieek and to faye 
that which was Io(l, when he entered upon the 
work of our relloration, he began at the yerf 
point where he knew we had failed; and this 
he did by endeavouring to bring the foul of 
man back to it's original temper of Humility ; 
fo that his firft public addrefs firom the Mount 
began with a declaration of bleflednels to the 
poor in fpiric, — and almoft hb laft ezhortatioa 
in the text, was to copy the fair original he had 
fet them of this virtue, and to learn of Aim to 
be meek and lowly in heart. 

It is the mod unanfwerable appeal that can 
be made to the heart of man, — and fo perfua*- 
five and accommodated to all Chriftians, that as 
much pride as there is dill in the world, it is 
not credible but that every believer muft receive 
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focne tindure of the charafter or bias towards it 
from the example of fo great and yet fo hum* 
ble a Mafter, whofe whole courfe of life was a 
pardcalar ledure to this one virtue ; and in e** 
very inftance of it (hewed, that he came not to 
fhare the pride and glories of life, or fwell the 
hopes of ambitious followers, but to caft a damp 
upon them for ever, by appearing himfelf ra- 
ther as a iervant than a mafter, — coming as he 
continually declared, not to be miniftered untc« 
but to minifter ; and as the Prophet had fbre< 
told in that mournful defcription of him, — to 
have no form, or comelinefs, nor any beauty 
that they fhould defire him. The voluntary 
meannefs of his birth, — the poverty of his life, 
the low offices in which it was engaged, in 
preaching the gofpel to the poor, — the incon« 
veniences which attended the execution of it> in 
having no where to lay his head, — all fyckc 
the fame language; — that the God of truth 
ihould fubmit to the fufpicion of an impofture: 

his humble deportment under that« and a 

thoufand provocations of a thanklefi peoptei 
ftiU raifes his charadler higher ; and what czalti 
it to iu higheft pitch.— the tender and pathcdc 
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proof he gave of the fame difpofition at the con- 
clufion and great cataftrophe of his fufiering, 
—when a life full of fo many inftanccs of hu- 
mility was crowned with the mo(l endearing 
one of humbling hlmf elf even to the death of the 
trofsi — the death of a flave, — a malefa<aori — 
dragged to Calvary without oppoiition, — in- 
sulted without complaint. . ' 

— Blefled Jefus ! how can the man who calls 
upon thy nanoe, but learn of thee to be meek 

and lowly in heart ? how can he but profit 

when fuch a lefibn was feconded by fuch an ex- 
ample ! 

If humility (hines fo bright m the charac* 
tcr of Chrift, fo does it in that of his religi- 
on; the true fpirit of which tends all the fame 
way.— *KrC^"^**^'^y» when rightly explained 
and^practf&d, is all meeknefs and candour » 
and love and courtefy ; and there is no one 
paflion our Saviour rebukes fo often, or 
with fo much fharpnefs, as that one, which is 
fubverfive of thefe kind effeds^and that is 
pride, which in proportion as it governs us, ne^ 
ceflarily leads us on to a difcourteous opinion 
Vol. 11. A a 
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and treatment of others.— ^I lay neceffarily^^ 
becaufe it is a natural confequence, and the pro* 
grefs from the one to the other is unavoidable. 

This our Saviour often remarks in the cha- 

rader of the Pharifees : they trufted in 

themfelves, — it was no wonder then they de- 
fpifed others. 

This, 1 believe, might principally relate to 
fpiritual pride, which by the way is the worft 
of 1*11 prides ; and as it is a very bad fpecies of 
a very bad padion, I cannot do better than con* 
elude the difcourfe wiih fome remarks upon it. 

In mod conceits of a religious fuperioritj, 
there has ufually gone hand in hand with it, 
another fancy, — which, — I fuppofe has fed it; 

and that is, a perfuafion of fome more than 

ordinary aids and illuminations from above.— 
Let us examine this matter. 

That the influence and afliftance of God's 
Spirit in a way imperceptible to us, does enable 
us to render him an acceptable fervice, we learn 
from fcripture :— in what particular manner^this 
is effected, fo that the aa (hall dill be imput- 
ed ours the fcripture fays not : we know 

only the account is fo ; but as for any fenfiblc 



S E R M O N XL .193 

demonftrations of it's workings to be felt as fuch 

within us the word of God is utterly filent; 

nor can that filcnce be fupplied by any experi- 
ence. We have none ; unlefs you call the 

falfe pretences to it fuch, — fuggefted by an en- 
thufiadic or diftempered fancy. As exprefsly 
as we are told and pray for the infpiration of 
God's Spirit, — ^there are no boundaries fixed, 
nor can any be ever marked to diftinguifh theoi 
from the efforts and determinations of our own 
reafon : and as firmly as mod Chriftians believe 
the e£Feds of them upon their hearts, I may 
even venture to aflSrm, that fince the promifes 
were made, there never was a chridian of a cool 
head and found judgment, that in any inftance 
of a change of life, would prefume to fay, 
which part of his reformation was owing to 
divine help,— or which to the operations of his 
own mind ; or who, upon looking back, woald 
pretend to ftrike the line, and fay, ** here it 
«* was that my own reflections ended;'* — and 
at this point the fuggeftions of the Spirit of God 
began to take place ? 

However backwards the world has been in 
former ages in the difcovery of fuch points as 
A a 2 
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God never meant us to know,— we have been 

more fuccefsful in our days : thoufands can 

trace out now the impreflions of this divine in* 
tercourfe in themfelves, from the firft moment 
they received it, and with fuch diftind intelli* 
gence of it*s progreis and workings, as to re^ 
quire no evidence of it's truth. 

It muft be owned, that the prefent age has 
not altogether the honoor of this difcovery ; — 
when the itfcomingj^ in-dnveJIingj, and out* 
letiings of the Spirit, were the fubjedls of fo much 
edification; and when, as they do now, the 
mod illiterate mechanics, who as a witty divine 
faid o^ them, were much fitter to ntake a pul- 
pit, than get into one, — were yet able fo to 
frame their nonfenfe to the nonfenle of the 
times, as to beget an opinion in their followers, 
not only that they prayed and preached by in- 
fpiration, but that the mod common addons of 
their lives were fet about in the Spirit of the 
Lord. 

The tenets of the Quakers (a hannlefs quiet 
people) are collateral defcendents from the fame 
enthuQadic original ; and their accounts and 
way of reafoning upon the inward light and 
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rpiritual worflup, are much the fame; which 
laft they carry thus much farther, as to believe 
the Holy Ghoft comes down upon their aflem* 
blies, and moves them without regard to con- 
dition or feZf to make intercefCons with unut- 
terable groans. 

So that in fa6t, the opinions of Methodi(b, 
opon which I was firft entering, is but a re- 
publication with fome alterations of the fame 
extravagant <:(»ceits; and as enthudafm gene- 
rally fpeaks the fame language in ail ages, it is 
but too iadly verified m this : for though we 
have not yet got to the old terms of the in- 
comings and indwellings of the Spirit, — yet we 
have arrived to the firft feelings of its enteraoce^ 
recorded with as particular an exadnefs, as an 
ad of filiation, — ^fo that numbers will teil you 
the identical (dace, — the day of the month, 
and the hour of the night, when the Spirit came 
in upon them, and took poflefiioa of their 
hearts. 

Now there is this inconvenience on our fide. 
That there is no arguing with a frenzy of this 
kind; for unlefs a reprefentation of the cafe 
be a confutation of it's folly to them; they mud 
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for ever be led capdve by a delufion, from \vhich 
no reafoner caH redeem them : for if you (houid 
enquire upon what evidence fo flrange a per- 

fualion is grounded? they will tell you, 

«« They feel it fo.** If you reply, That this ' 

is no conviction to you» who do not feel it like 
them, and therefor would wifh to be fatisfied 
by what tokens they are able to diilinguifh fuch 
emotions firom thofe of fancy and complexion ? 
they will anfwer. That the manner of it is in- 
communicable by human language, — ^but it is 
a matter of faft, — they feel its operations as 
plain and diftiad, as the natural fenfations of 
pleafure, or the pains of a difordered body. — - 
And (ince I have mentioned a difordered body, 
I cannot help fuggefting, that amongft the 
more ferious and deluded of this fedb, it is much 
to be doubted whether a difordered body has 
not as oft times as great a (hare in letting in 
thefe conceits, as a difordered mind. 

When a poor difconfolated drooping crea- 
ture is terrified from all enjoyment, — prays 
without ceafing, *till his imagination is heated, 
— ^fafts and mortifies and mopes, till his body is 
in as bad a plight as his mind ; is it a wondefi 
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liat tlie mechanical diftnrbances and conflids 
)f an empty belly, inteq)rered by an empty 
iead, (hould be miftook for workings of a dif« 
fcrent kind from what they arc, — or that in 
fach a fituation, where the mind fits upon the 
watch for extraordinary occurrences, and the 
imagination is pre-engaged on its fide, is it 
firange if every commotion fhould help to fix 
him in this malady, and make him a fitter fub- 
\t6k for the treatment of a Phyfician than a Di- 
vine? 

In many cafes, they feem fo mnch above the 
fis;ill of either, that unleis God in his mercy re* 
buke this lying fpirit, and call it back,— it may 
go on and perfuade millions to their deftruc- 
tion. 
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Romans i. 22. 

Prcf effing them/elves to be wife, they became 
fooU. 

THERE is no one proje^ to which the 
whole race of mankind is fo univerfally 
a bubble, as to that of being thought Wife ; and 
the aflFe(ftation of it is fo vifible, in men of all 
complexions, that you every day fee fome one 
or other fo very folicitous to eftablifh the cha- 
rader, as not to allow himfelf leifure to do the 
things which fairly win it; — expending more 
art and ftratagem to appear fo in the eyes of 
the world, than what would fuffice to make 
him fo in truth. 

It is owing to the force of this defire, that 
you fee in general, there is no injury touches a 
man fo fenfibly, as an infult upon his parts and 
capacity : tell a man of other defedls; that he 
wants learning, induftry, or application, — he 
will hear your reproof vath patience.—' — Nay 
Bb 3 
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you may go farther: take him in a proper fea« 
fon, you may tax his morals,— you may tell 
him he is irregular in his conduct, — paiConate 
or revengeful in his nature,— rloofe in his prin- 
ciples ; deliver it with the gentlenefs of a 

friend, — poflibly he will not only bear with yon, 
^but, if ingenuous, he will thank you for your 

le^ure and promife a reformation; but 

hint,-— hint but at a defe<S in his intelleduals,— 
touch but that fore place, — from that moment 
you are looked up as an enemy feht to tormtnt 
him before his time, and in return may reckon 
upon his refentment and ill-will for ever; fo 
that in general you will find it (afer to tell a 
man, he is a knave than a foril, — and ftand a 
better chance of being forgiven, for provibg 
he has been wanting in a point of common ho- 
aefty, than a point of common fenfe. 

Strange fouls that we are ! as if to live well 
was not the greateft argument of Wifdom ;— 
and, as if what refledbed upon our morals, did 
not mod of all reflect upon our underftandings I 

This, however, is a refledlion' .we make a 
fhift to overleok in the heat of this purfuit; and 
though we all covet this great charader of 
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Wifdom, there is fcarce any pomt wherein we 
betray more folly than in our judgments con- 
cerning it ; rarely bringing thb pred«iis ore 
either to the teft or the balance ; and though 
It b of the laft confequence not to be deceived 
in ity-^we generally take it upon tmft»— feidom 
fufpe6lthe quality, but never the quantity of 
what has fallen to our lot. So that however 
mconfiftent a man (hall be in his opinions of 
this, and what abfurd meafures foever he takes 
in confequence of it« in the condud of his life, 
-•—he ftill fpeaks comfort to his foul ; and like 
S6lomon, when he had leaft pretence for it,—* 
in the midil of his nonfenfe will cry out and 
ixft-^That all my nuifdom rcmalneth nustb me. 

Where then is wifdom to be found? and 
where is the place of underftanding ? 

' The politicians of the wot Id, profejpng them* 
y^/t;^/ w^,— admit of no other claims of wif- 
dom but the knowlege of men and bufinefs, the 
underftanding the interefts of (lates, — the in- 
trigues of courts, — the fiuding out the paflions 
and weaknefles of foreign minifters,~and turn- 
ing them and all events to their country's glory 
and advantage. • 
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Not fo the little man of this world, who 

thinks the main point oi wifdom, is to take care 
of himfelf; — to be wife in his generation; — > 
to make uie of the opportunity whilft he has 
it, of raifing a fbrtone, and heraldizing a 

name. Far wide is the fpecnlative and fta« 

dions man (whole office is in the clouds) from 

fuch little ideas : ^wifdom dwells with bim 

in finding out the iecrets of nature; found* 

ing the depths of arts and fciences ; mea- 

furing the heavens; telling the number of the 
ftars, and calling them all by their names : fo 
that when in our bafy imaginations we have built 
and unbuilt again CotTsJiories in the beavenh 

and fancy we have found out the point 

whereon to fix the foundations of the earth ; 
and in the language of the book of Job, have 
fearched out the comeivftone thereof, we think 
our titles to wifdom boiit upon the fame bafis 
with thofe of our knowlege^ and that they ¥nll 
continue for ever. 

The miftake of thefe pretenders, is fhewn at 
large by the ApofUe in the chapter from which 
the text is taken, — Profefmg thetnfeives Wise, 
«— in which exprefEon (by the way) St. Paul is 
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thought to allude to the ▼amity of the Greeki 
and Romans, who being great enooaragers of 
arts and learning, which thej had carried to 
extraordinary heights, confidered all other na- 
tions as Barbarians t in re^eft of themmvcs ; 
and amongft whom, particnlarly the Greek9» 
the men of fludy and enquiry, had aflbmed to 
themielves, with great indecoroib, the title of 
the Wife Men. 

>Vith what parade and oftentation foerer thb 
was made out, it had the fate to be attended 
with one of the moft mortifying abatements 
which could happen to wiidom; and that was 
an ignorance of thole points which moft oaa- 
cemed man to know. 

This he fhews from the general ftate of the 
g6ntile world, in the great article of their mif- 
conceptions of the Deity and, as wrong no- 
tions produce wrong adions,--of the duties and 
iervices they owed to him, and in courfe of 
what they owed to one another. 

For though, as he argues in the foregoing 
Terfes, — The invifthle things of him from the 
creation of the 'world might he clearly feen attd 
underjioodi by the things that are mades that 
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is, — Though God, by the cleareft difcorery ai 
himielf, had ever laid before mankind fuch e- 
vident proofs of his eternal Being,— his ii^te 
powers and perfections, fo that what is to be 
known of his invifible nature, might all alosg 
be traced by the marks of his goodnefs,— and 

the vifible frame and order of the world : > 

yet fo utterly were they without excufe,— that 
though they knew God, and faw his image and 
fuperfcription in every part of his works, — j^et 
they glorified him we?/.*— So bad a uic did thcf 
make of the powers given them from this great 
difcovery, that inftead of adoring the Being 
thus manifefted to them, in purity and truth, 
they fell into the mod grofs and abfurd^ dehifi- 

ons; changed the glory of the incorruptilU 

Cod into an image made like to corruptible men, 
— to birds t^ to fourfooted beajls^ and creeping 

things; Prof effing themf elves to he laife^ — • 

they became fools. All their fpecious wiidooi 

was but a more glittering kind of ignorance, 
and ended in the mod difhonourable of all mif- 
takes, — in fetting up fidlidpn^gods, to ream 
the tribute of their adoradon and thanks, . 
. The fountain of religion beix^ ,t|ij9S poU^« 
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ed, — no wonder the ftrcdm (hewed it's efieds, 
which are charged upon them in the following 
words* where he defcribes the heathen world 
as full of all unn£lfte9ufftefe,'^foTTk\c2,Uont — co« 
Yetbnihers, — malicioainefty-fuU of murder*—- 
envy, — debate, — malignity, — whtfperers, — 
backbiters,— ^haters of God» — ^proud, — boafterst 
—-inventors of evil things,— difobedient to pa* 
rents, — without underftanding, vrithout na« 
tural affedion, — implacable, — unmerciful!—— 
God in heaven defend us from fuch a catalogue 1 

Bot chefe diforders, if fairlf confidered, you 
will (kf, have in no ages artien fo much from 
want of tight, as a want of difpofition to fol- 
low the light which God has ever imparted : 
that the law, written in their hearts, was clear 
andexprefs enough for any reafonable crea* 
tures, and would have direded them, had they 
not f offered their paflions more forcibly to di- 
rtSt them otherwife : that if we are to judge 
from this effed, nanely the corruption of the 
world, the fame prejudice will recur even a- 
gainft the Chridian religion ; fmce mankind 
have at lead been as wicked in later days, as in 

VoL.U. Cc 
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the more remote and fimple ages of the world : 
and that, if we may truft to fafts, there arc 
no vices which the apoftle fixes upon the hea- 
thy world, before the preaching of the gof« 
pel, which may not be paralleled by as black 
a catalogue of vices in the Chriftian world 
fmce. 

This necefTarily brings us to an enquiry, 
Whether Chriftianity has done the world any 

fcrvice? and. How far the morals of it 

have been embraced ? 

In litigating this, one might oppofe fads to 
the 'end of the world, without coming one jot 
nearer the point. Let us fee how far their 
mii^akes concerning the Deity will throw light 
upon the fubje(5t. 

That there was one fupreme Being who made 
\this world, and who ought to be worlhipped 
by his creatures, is the foundation of all reli* 
gion, and fo obvious a truth in nature, — that 
Reafon, as the Apodle acknowleges, w^a&always 
able to difcover it : and yet it feems (Grange, 
that the fame faculty, which made the difco- 
very, ihould be fo little able to keep true to its 
own judgment, and fupport it long againft the 
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prejudices of wrong heads, and the propenfity 
of weak ones, towards idolatry and a multi- 
plicity of gods. 

For want of fomething to have gone hand 
in hand with realon, and fixed the perfuafion 
for ever upon their minds, that there was in 
truth but one God, the Maker and fupporter 
of heaven and earth, — infinite in wifdom, and 

knowlege, and all perfections; how foon 

was this fimple idea lod, and mankind led to 
difpofe of thefe attributes inherent \p. the God- 
head, and divide and fubdivide them again a- 
mongft deities, which their own dreams had 

given fubftance to ! his eternal power and 

dominion parcell'd out to gods of the land, — > 
to gods of the fea, — to gods of the infernal re- 
gions ; whild the great God of gods, and 
Lord of lords, who ruleth over all the king- 
- domsof the world,— who is fo great that nought 
is able to controul or withftand his power, was 
fuppofed to reft contented with his allotment, 
and to want power to a6l within fuch parts of 
his empire, as they difmembered and afTigned 
to others! 

If the number of their gods and this partition 
C c 2 
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of their power, would lefien the idea of their 
majcftjr. What mud be the opinions of their 
origin ? When inftead of that glorious defcrip^ 
tion» which Scripture gives of'* The Ancient 
•* of Days, who inhabiteth eternity, '•—they 
gravely adigned particular times and places for 
the births and education of their gods ; fo that 
there was fcarce a hamlet or even a defert ia 
Greece or luly^ which was not rendered me- 
morable by fome favour or accident of thb 
kindv 

And what rendered fuch conceits the more 

grofs and abfurd^ they fuppofed not only 

that the gods they worfhipped had a beginning, 
but that they were produced by fieihly parents, 
and accordingly, they attributed to them cor- 
poreal (hapes and difference of fez : and indeed 
in this they were a Jittle conGficnt, for their 
deities feemed to partake fo much of the fraiU 
ties to which fkfli and blood is f«bjed» that 
their hiftory and their pedigree were mtich of 
a piece, and might reafonably clakn c««h ^ 
ther. For they imputed to them not only th< 
human defefls of ignorance, want, fcaff and 
the like, but the moft uamanly fcafiialiiki» and 
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what would be a reproach to human nature*^ 
fuch as cruelt]r» adultcries» rapes* incefts; and 
even in the accounts which we have from the 
fublimeft of their poets,— what are they, but 
anecdotes of their fquabbles amongft themielyes* 
their intrigues, their jealoufies„ their ungovem* 
able tranfports of cholera—nay eren their thefts, 
— their drunkennefs, and blood-(hed i 

Here let us flop a moment and enquire, what 
was Reafon doing all this time, to be fi> mi- 
ferably infulted and abufed ? Where held ibe 
her empire, whilft her bulwarks were thus born 
down, and her firft principles of religion and 
truth lay buried under them ? If (he was able 
by herfelf to regain the power fhe had loft, and 
put a Stfxp to this folly and confufion, — why 
did fhe not ? if fbe was not able to refifl this 
torrent alone,— the point is given up— (he want- 
ed aid; and revelation has given it. 

But though reafon, you will fay, could not 
overthrow thefe popular miftakes,-^et it faw 
the folly of them, and was at all times able 
to difprove them. 

No doubt it was; and it is certain too, that 
the more diligent enquirers after truth did not 
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in fa6l fall into thcfe abfurd notions, which by 
the way is an obfdrvation more to our purpofc 
than theirs, who ufually make it, and (hcwi 
that though their reafonings were good, that 
there always wanted fomething which they 
could not fupply to give them fome weight, as 
would lay an obligation upon mankind to em* 
brace them, aiid make that to be a law, which 
otherwife was but an opinion without force. 

Beddes, — which is a more dircdt anfwer, — 
though it is true, the ableft men give no credit 
to the multiplicity o£ gods,— (for they had a 
religion for themfelves, and another for the 
populace) yet they were guilty of what m effed 
was equally bad, in holding an opinion which 
neceflarily fupported thefe very miftakes, — 
namely, that as different nations had different 
gods, it was every man's duty (I fuppofe more 
for quietnefs than principle's fake) to wor» 
{hip the gods of his country ; which by the 
way, confidering their numbers, was not fo 
eafy a taflc, — for what with celeftial gods, and 
gods aerial, terreftrial and infernal, with the 
goddefTes, their wives and millrefles, upon the 
loweft computation, the heathen world ac- 
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knowleged no lefs t^an thirty thoufand deities, 
all which claitnedJflie rites and ceremonies of 
'religious worftiip./ 

But, it will be f^id, allowing the bulk of man- 
kind were under fuch del afions,— they wereftill 
but fpeculative.-^; — What was that to their 
pra6b*ce? however defedtive in their theology^ 
and more abftraded points, — thdr morality was 

no way conne<5ted with it.- There was no 

need, that the everlafting laws of juftice and 
mercy (hould be fetched down from above, — 
fince they can be proved from more obvioiis 
mediums;-— — they were asneceflary for the 
£ime good purpofes of fociety then as now; 
and we mayprefume they faw their intereft and 
purfued it. 

That the necefiities of fociety, and the im- 
poflibililies of its lubfifting otherwife, would 
point out the convenience, or if you will, — the 

duty of focial virtues, is unquefttonable : 

but I firmly deny, that therefor religion and 
morality are independent of each other : they 
appear fo far from it, that I cannot conceive 
how the one, in the true and meritorious fenfe 
of the doty, can a(5t without the ii^fluence of 
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the other : furely the moft exalted motive which 
can only be depended upon for the ontfonn 
pra£lice of virtue, — muft come down from tf* 
iove, — ^from the love and imitation of the good- 
nefs of that Be*ing» in whofe fight we wifli to 
render ourfelves acceptable : this will operate at 
ail times and all places»-^in the darkeft dofet 
as much as on the greateft and moft pnUic 
theatres of the world* 

But with different conceptions of the Deitf t 
or fuch impure ones as they entertainedi is it 
to be doubted whether in the many fecret trials 
of our virtue* we ibould not determine our 
cafes of confcience with much the fame kind of 
cafulftry, as that of the Libertine of Terence» 
who being engaged in a very unjuftifiable par* 
fuit, and happenmg to (be a pidure which re* 
prefented a known (lory of Jupiter in a like 
tranfaaion, — argued the matter thus withia 
himfelf.— •— If the great Jupiter could not rt- 
ftrain his appetites, anddenyhimfeif an indttl* 
gence of this kind, — ego Homuncio^ b$e mB 
facerem? (hall I a mortal, — an inconlideraUe 
mortal too, cloath'd with infirmities of fleik 
and blood,*-pretend to a virtue^ which Che Fa* 
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thtr of Gods and men could not ? What mfo* 
lence ! 

The conclufion was natural enough ; and a$ 
to great a mafter of nature puts it into the 
month of one of his principal charaders, no 
douht the language was then underftood; it 
was copied from common life, and was not the 
firft application which had been made of the 
ftory. 

' It will fearce admit of a queftion, whether 
iricc will not naturally grow bold upon the cre- 
dit of fuch an example ; or whether fuch im* 
preflSons did not inflaence the lives and morals 
3f many in the heathen world ; and had there 
been no other proof of it but the natural ten« 
lency of fuch notions to corrupt them, it had 
)een fufficient reafon to believe it was {o» 

No doubt, there is fufficient room for amende 
nent in the chriftian world, and we may be 
aid to be a very corrupt and bad generation 
if men, confidenng what motives we have from 
he purity of our religion, and the force of it's 
mdSons to make us better : — ^yet ftill I affirm, 
* thefe reftraints were taken off, the world 
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would be' infinite])^ worfe: and though foms 
fcnfe of morality might be prefervcd, as it was 
in the heathen world, with the more confide- 
rate of us, yet in general I am perfuaded, that 
the bulk of mankind, upon fuch a fuppofitioD, 
would foon come to live ivithout God intbt 
nuorldi and in a (hort time difiPer from Indians 
themfelves in little elfe but their complexions. 
If after all, the chriflian religion has not left 
a fufficient provifion againft the wickednefs of 
the world^^the fhort and true anfwer is this, 
That there can be none. 

It is fufficient to leave us without cxcufe, 
that the excellency of this inftitutlon in its doc- 
trine, its precepts, and its examples, has a 
proper tendency to make us a virtuous and a 

happy people ; every page is an addrefs to 

our hearts to win them to thofe purpofes; 

but as religion was not intended to work upon 
men by force and natural neceffity, but by mo. 
ral perfuafion, which fets good and evil before 
them, — fo that if men have power to do the 
evil and chufe the good,— and vnli abufc it, — 
this cannot be avoided. — Religion ever im- 
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ies a freedom of choice, and all the beings in 
le world which have it, were created free to 

ind and free to fall; and therefor men 

ho will not be perfuaded hj this way of ad- 
"efs, mufl exped, and be contented to be rec« 
»ned with according to the talents they have 
ccivcd. 
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The Abuses of Conscience 
conlldered. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

AS the followmg Sermon tlpon Abuie$ of 
Coofcience* has already appeared in the 
body of a moral work^ more read than under* 
flood, the Editor begs pardon of thofe who 
have perchafed it in that fhape; and this alfo» 
for being made to pay twice adually for the 
fame thing. 

—The cafe is common : bnt it was judged 
that fome might better like it, and others bet- 
ter underftand it jnft as it was preached, than 
with the breaks and interruptions given to the 
fenfe and argument as it ftands there o£Fered to 
the world. 

It was an Aflize Sermon, preached in the Ca- 
thedral Church at York, and wrote by the fame 
hand with the others in thefe two volumes, 
and as they are probably the laft (except the 
fweepingsof the Author's ftudy after his death) 
that will be publifhed, it was thought fit to add 
it to the coIle^on, — where moreover it ftands 



aai, ADVERTISEMENT. 

a chance of being read by many grave people 

with a much iafer confcience. 

All the Editor wiihesy h. That this may not, 
after aU, be one of thofe many abufes of it fet 
forth in what he. is now gobg[ to read* . 
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Hebrews xiii. i8. 
— F(?r we truji we have a good Confcience.——^ 

TRUST ! Truft we have a good Con« 
fcience ! Surely, you will fay, if there 

b any thing in this life which a man may de- 
pend upon, and to the knowlege of which he 
is capable of arriving upon the mod indifputa* 
ble evidence, it muft be this very thing,— Whe- 
ther he has a good Confcience, or no. 

If a man thinks at all, he cannot well be a 

ftranger to the true ftate of this account; ^ 

He muft be privy to his own thoughts and de^ 

fires He muft remember his paft purfuits, 

and know certainly the true fprings and motives, 
which, in general, have governed the actions 
of his life. 

In other matters we may be deceived by falie 
appearances; and as the wife man complains* 
Hardly do nve guefs aright at the things that are 

Vol II. E e 
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upon the earthy and nuith labour do nue find the 

things that are before us : but here the mind 

has all the evidence and fadls within herfelf : 

— — is confcious of the web (he has wove: 

knows its texture and finenefe, and the exad 
fbare which every pailion has had in working 
upon the feveral defigns, which virtue or vice 
has planned before her. 

Hovr, as Confcience is nothing elfe but 

the knowlege which the mind has within itfelf 
of this; and the judgment, either of approba* 
tion or cenfure, which it unavoidably makes u- 
pen the fucceflSve adions of our lives, — it is 
plain, you will fay, from the very terms of the 
proportion, whenever this inward teftimony 
goes again (I a man, and he (lands felf-accufed, 
— that he muft neceflarily be a gui/tj man, 
And, on die contrary, when the report is fa- 
vourable on his fide, and his heart condemns 
him not, — that it is not a matter of trujit as 
the ApoQle intimates, but a matter of cectainty 
and fadt, that the Confcience is good^ and that 
the man mud htgood alfo. 
. At firft fight, this may feem to be the true 
(late of the cafe ; and 1 make no doubt bat the 
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kiiowlege of right and wrong is truly imprefs'd 
upon the mind of man ; that, did no fuch thing 
ever happen, as that the confcience of a man^ 
by long habits of tin, might (as the Scripture 
afTures us, it may) inlentibly become hard; 
and, like fome tender parts of his body, by 
^ much (Irefs, and continual hard ufage, lofe, 
by degrees, that nice fenfe and perception with 

which God and nature endowed it : did 

this never happen: or was it certain that 

felf-love could never hang the lead bias upon 
the judgment : or that the little interefts below 
could rife up and perplex the faculties of our 
upper regions, and encompafs them about wirh 

clouds and thick darknefs : could no fuch 

thing as favour and a£Fe6tion enter this facre4 

court: did Wit difdain to take a bribe ia 

it, or was afhamed to fhew its face as an advo- 
cate for an unwarantable enjoyment: or, 

laftly, were we aflured that Interest ftood 
always unconcerned whilft the caufe was hear- 
ing, — and that Prssion never got into the 
judgment*feat, and pronoimced fentecce in the 
ftead of reafon, which is fuppofed always to 
prefide and determine upon the cafe: was 
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this truly fo, as the objedlion muft fuppofe, no 
doubt, then, the religious and moral ftate of a 
man would be exadlly what he himfelf efteemed 
it ; and the guilt or innocence of every man's 
life could be known, in general, by no better 
meafure, than the decrees of his own appro- 
bation or cenfure. 

I own, in one cafe, whenever a man'i Con« 
fcience does accufe him (as it feldom errs 
on that fide) that he is guilty; and; unlefs in 
melancholy and hypochondriac cafes, we may 
fafely pronounce that there is always fuflScicnt 
grounds for the accufation. 

But, the converfe of the propofition wiU not 
hold true, — namely. That wherever there is 
guilt, the Confcience muft accufe; and, if it 

does not, that a man is therefore innocent. 

This is a fadl : fo that the common confola- 

tion which fome good chridian or other is 
hourly adminiftering to himfelf,— That he thanks 
God, his mind does not mifgive him ; and that, 
confequcntly, he has a good Confcience, be- 
caufe he has a quiet one — As current as the in- 
ference is, and as infallible as the rule appears 
at fird fighti yet, when you look nearer to it. 
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and try the truth of this rule upon plain fadls, 
you find it liable to fo much error, from a falie 
application of it : — the principle on which it 

goes fo often perverted: the whole force of 

it loft, and fometimes fo vilely caft away, that 
it is painful to produce the common examples 
from human life, which confirm this account. 

A man (hall be vicious and utterly debauch • 
ed in his principles ; exceptionable in his con* 
dvL6t to the world : (hall live (hamelefs, — in the 
open commidion of a fin which no reafon or 
pretence can juftify; — a fin, by which, con- 
trary to all the workings of humanity within, 
he fhall ruin forever the deluded partner of his 
guilt ; — rob her of her beft dowry ; — and not 
only cover her own head with difhonour, but 
involve a whole virtuous family in (hame and 
forrow for her fake. Surely, — you will think, 
confcience mu ft lead fuch a man a troublefome 

]ife : he can have no reft night or day from 

its reproaches. 

Alas ! Confcience had fomething elfe to do 
all this time than break in upon him : as Elijah 
reproached the god Baal, this domejttc God, 
was either talking, or purfuing, or *was in a 
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journey t or^ peradventure bejlept and could not 
he awoke. Perliaps he was gone out in com- 
pany, with HoMOUR, to fight a duel ; — to pay 
oflF fomc dcht at play : — or dirty annuity, the 

bargain of his luft. Perhaps, Confciencc all 

this time was engaged at home, talking aloud 
againft petty larceny, and executing vengeance 
upon fome fuch puny crimes as his fortune and 
rank, in hfe, fecured him againit all temptati- 
on of committing : — fb that be lives as merrilyy 
— deeps as foundly in his bed; — and, at laft, 
meets death with as much unconcern, — par. 
haps, much more fo than a much better man. 
Another is fordid^ unmerciful; — a ftrait* 
hearted, felfifh wretch, inca|;>able either of pri- 
vate friend(bips, or public fpirit.-: Take no- 
tice how he pafles by the widow and orphan ift 
their diftrefs ; and fees aU the miferies incident 

to human life without a figh or a prayer. 

Shall not Confcience rife up and iting him on 

fuch occafions ? No. Thank God there is no 

occafion. * I pay every man his own,— I have 

< no fornication to anfwer to my confcience, no 

< ^ithlefs vows or promifes to make up, I have 
4 debauched no man*s wife or child. Thank 
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* God I am not as other men, adulterers, on* 

* juft, or even as thk libertine who ftands be- 

* fore me.' 

A third is crafty and defigning in his nature. 

View his whole life, — it is nothing clfc bat 

a cunning contexture of dark arts and unequi- 
table fubterfuges balelj to defeat the true in- 
tent of all laws, plain dealing, and the iafe en- 
joyment of our feveral properties You will 

fee fuch a one, working out a frame of little de« 
figns upon the ignorance and perplexities of 
the poor and needy man: (hall raife a for- 
tune upon the inexperience of a youth, — or the 
unfufpeiEling temper of his firiend, who would 
have truded him with his life. When old age 
comes on, and repentance calls him to look 
back upon this black account, and date it over 

again with his Confcience Gonfcience looks 

into the Statutes at Large, — finds perhaps no 
exprefs laiu broken by what he has done ; 
perceives no penalty or forfieitare incurred; — 
fees no fcourge waving over his head, — or pri- 

fon opening its gate upon him. What is 

there to affright his Confcience? Gonfcience 

has got fafely entrenched behind the letter of 



J 



«30 S E R M M Xlf* 

the law, fits there inyulnerable, fortified with 
ca/ff and report f fo ftrongly on all fides, — that 
it is not preaching can difpofTefsitof its hold. 
Another (hall want even this refuge, — fhall 
break through all this ceremony of flow chi- 
cane; fcoms the doubtful workings of fecret 
plots and cautious trains to bring about this 

purpofe. Seethe bare-fac*d villain how he 

cheats, lyes, perjures, robs, murders, — hor- 
rid ! Bat indeed much better was not to be ^z« 

peded in this cafe. -The poor man was in 

the dark ! — His prieil had got the keeping of 
his Confcience, — and all he had let him know 
of it was, That he muft believe im the Pope ;^^ 
go tomafs; — crofs himfelf; — tell his beads; — 
be a good Catholic ; and that this in all con- 
fcience was enough to carry him to heaven. 

"What ? if he perjures ? Why, — ^he had 

a mental refervatton in it. But if he is fo wick- 
ed and abandoned a wretch as you reprefent 
him,— if he robs or murders, will not Confci- 
ence, on every fuch ad, receive a wound itfelf ^ 

Ay But the man has carried it to con- 

feffion, the wound, digefts there, and will do 
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Well enough, — and in a (hort time be quite 
healed up by abfolution. 

O Popery U What haft thou to anfwer for ? 
when not content with the too many na- 
tural and fatal ways through which the heart is 
every day thus treacherous to itfelf above all 
things, — thou haft wilfully fet open this wide gate 
of deceit befbre the face of this unwary TraveU 
ler, too apt, God knows, to go aftrayof him- 
felf, — and confidently fpeak peace to his foul, 
when there is no peace. 

Of this the common inftances, which I have 
drawn out of life, are too notorious to require 
much evidence. If any man doub'.s the rea- 
lity of them, or thinks it impoflible for man 
to be fuch a bubble to himfelf, — 1 muft refer 
him a moment to his reflexions, and fhall then 
venture to truft the appeal with his own heart. 
Let him confider in how diflPercnt a degree of 
deteftation, numbers of wicked adlions ftand 
there, though equally bad and vicious in their 

own natures he will foon find that fuch of 

them, as ftrong inclination or cuftom have 
prompted him to commit, are generally drefs'd 
Vol. II. f i 
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out and painted with all ^e falfe beauties which 
a foft and a flattering hand can give them ; and 
that the others, to which he feels no propenfity, 
appear, at once, naked and deformed, fur- 
rounded with all the true circumftances of folly 
and diflionour. 

When David furprized Saul fleeping in the 

cave, and cut oflF the (kirt of his robe, we 

read, his heart fmote him for what he had 

done. But, in the matter of Uriah, where 

a faithful and gallant fervant, whom he ought 
to have loved and honoured, fell to make way 
for his luft ; where Confclence had fo much 
greater reafon to take the alarm, — his heart 

fmote him not. A whole year had^almoft 

pafled from the fir ft commiflion of that crime- 
to the time Nathan was fent to reprove him; 
and we read not once of the leaft forrow or 
compunction of heart, which he teftified during 
all that time, for what he had done. 

Thus Cornfcience, this once able monitor,— 
placed on high as a judge withm us, — and in- 
tended, by our Maker, as a juft and equitable 
one too, — by an unhappy train of caufcs and 
impediments,— takes often fuch iropcrfedb cog- 
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nizance of what pafles,— docs its office fo negll* 
gently, — fometimes fo corruptly, that it is not 
to be trufted alone : and therefor, we find*therc 
is a neceffity, an abfolute neceffity, of joining 
another principle with it, to aid, if not govern 
its determinations. 

So that if you would form a juft judgment 
of what is of infinitejmportance to you not to 
be mifled in; namely, in what degree of real 
merit }ou (land, either as an honed man, — an 
ufefiil citizen, — a faithful fubjedl to your king, 
— or a good fervant to your God,— call in Reli- 
gion and Morality. Look— What is written 

in the law of God ? How readeft thou ? 

Confult calm reafon, and the unchangeable 
obligations of juftice and truth,— What fay 
they ? 

Let Confcience determine the matter upon 
thefe reports, — and then, \{ tSy heart condemn 
thee //5/,— which is the cafe the Apoftle fuppofes, 
the rule will be infallible, r-Tl^ow *wtlt have con*' 

fidence io^xards God\ tjiat is, have juft 

grounds to believe the judgment thou haft paft 
upon thyfelf, // the judgment of God ; and no- 
thing elfe but an anticipation of that righteous 
Ff 2 
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fentence, which will be pronounced, hereafter, 
upon thee by that Being, before whom thou 
art finally to give an account of thy adlions. 

Ble^ed is the man^ indeed, as the Author of 
Ecclejiofticus exprefTes it, *who h not pricked 

miith the viultitude ofhisftns, Ble/ed is the 

man nuhofe heart hath not condemned him^ and 
luho is not J alien from his hope in the Lord, 
Whether- he be rich, continues he, or ^whether 
he be poor, if he have a good heart (a heart thus 
guided and informed) — He fhall at all times 

rejoice in a chearful countenance, His mind 

fhall tell him more than f even nuatchmen that fit 
above upon a toiver on high. In the darkeft 
doubts it (hall conduct him fafcr than a thou • 
fand Cafuirts, and give the tlare he lives in a 
a better fecurity for his behaviour, than all the 
claufes and reftri<5tions put together, which the 
wifdom of the legiflator is forced to multiply, 
— forced, I fay, as things (land ; human laws 
being not a matter of original choice, but of 
pure necelfity, brought: in to fence aejainft the 
mifchievous efFe<5ts of thofe Confciences which 
are no law unto themfelves : wilely intending 
by the many provifions made, That in all fuch 
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corrupt or mifguided cafes, where principle and 
the checks of Confcience will not make us up- 
right,— to fupply their force, and by the ter- 
rors of jails and halters oblige usto it. 

To have the fear of God before our eyes ; 
and, in our mutual dealings with each other, 
to govern our adions by the eternal meafures 

of right and wrong : the 6rft of thefe will 

comprehend the duties of religion : the fecond 
thofe of morality ; which are fo infeparably con- 
nedled together, that you cannot divide thefe 
two Tables^ even in imagination (though the 
attempt is often made in pradlice) without break- 
ing and mutually dcftroying them both. 

1 faid the attempt is often made; — and fo it 
is; — there being nothing more common than 
to fee a man, who has no fenfe at all of reli' 
^ion, — and indeed has fo much of honefty, as 
to pretend to none ; who would yet take it as 
the bittereft aflfront, Ihould you but hint at a 
fnfpicion of his moral chara(5ler, — or imagine 
he was not confcientioufly juft, and fcrupulous 
to the uttermoft mite. 

When there is fome appearance that it is fo, 
— though one is not willing even to fufpe<5l the 
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appearance of fo great a virtue, as moral honedy ; 
—yet were we to look into the grounds of it in 
the prefent cafe, I am perfuaded we fhould find 
little reafon to envy fuch a man the honour of 
his motive. 

Let him declaim as pompoufly as he can on 
the fubjed, it will be found at lad to refl upon 
no better foundation than either his interefl, his 
pride, his eafe; or fbme fuch little and change- 
able paffion, as will give us but fmall depen* 
dance upon his adions in matters of great (Irefs. 

Give me leave toiUuftrate this by an example. 

I know the banker 1 deal with, oi the phy- 
fician I ufually call in, to be neither of them 
men of much religion : I hear them make a jed 
of it every day, and treat all its fandlions with 
fo much fcom and contempt, as to put the 
matter paft doubt. Well, — notwithftanding 
this I put my fortune into the hands of the onei 
— and, what is dearer ftill to me, I truft my 

life to the hbneft (kill of the other. Now 

let me examine what is my reafon for this 

great confidence. Why, — in the firft place, 

I believe that there is no probability that either 
of them will employ the power, I put into their 
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hands, to my dlfadvantagc. I confider that 

honefty ferves the purpofes of this life. 1 

know their fuccefs in the world depends upon 
the fairnefs of their charaders; — that they 
cannot hurt me without hurting themfeWes 
more. 

But put it otherwife, naoaely, that intereft 

lay for once on the other fide. That a cafe 

ihould happen wherein the one, without ftain 
to his reputation, could fecrete my fortune, and 

leave me naked in the u:orld ; or that the 

other could fend me out of it, and enjoy an 
eftate by my death, without difhonour to him- 

felf or his art. In this cafe what hold have 

I of either of them ? Religion, the ftrongeft 

of all motives, is out of the queftion. la- 
tere ft, the next moft powerful motive in this 
world, is ftrongly a gain ft me. 1 have no- 
thing left to caft into the fcale to balance this 
temptation. 1 muft lay at the mercy of ho- 
nour,— or fome fuch capricious principle. ' 

Strait fecurity ! for two of my beft and moft 

valuable bleffings,— my property and my life ! 

As therefor we can have no dependance u- 

pon morality without religion j — £0, on the o- 
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thcr handy there is nothing better to be expec- 
ted from religion without morality ; nor can 
any man be fuppofed to difcharge his duties to 
God, (whatever fair appearances he may hang 
out, that he does fo) if he does not pay as coa- 
fcientious a regard to the duties^ which he owes 
his fellow creature. 

This is a point capable in itfelf of flri6l de« 
monftration. — — Never thelefs, it is no rarity to 
fee a man whofe real moral merit (lands very 
low, who yet entertains the higheft notion of 
himfelf, in the light of a devout and religious 
man. He (hall not only be covetous, Revenge- 
ful, implacable, — but even wanting in points 

of common honefty . Yet becaufe he tklks 

Joud agamft the infidelity of the age, — is zea- 
lous for fome points of religion, — goes twice a 
day to church, attends the facraments, — and 
amufes himfelf with a few inftrumental duties 
of religion, — (hall cheat his confcience into a 
judgment that for this he is a religious man, 
and has difcharged faithfully his duty to God : 
and yon will find, that fuch a man, through 
force of this delufion, generally looks down 
with fpiritual pride upon every other man who 
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has lefs afFedlation of piety, though, perhaps, 
ten times more moral honefty than himfelf. 

This is like^ife a fore evil under the fun ; and 
I believe there is no one miftaken principle 
which, for its time, has wrought more ferious 
mifchiefs. For a general proof of this, examine 

the hiftory of the RomifJ? church. See what 

fcenes of cruelty, murders, rapines, bloodftied, 
have all been fan(5tified by a religion not ftridly 
governed by morality. 

In how many kingdoms of the world, has 
the crufading fword of this mifguided Saint- 
Errant fpared neither age, or merit, or fex, or 

condition. And, as he fought under the 

banners of a religion, which fet him loofe from 
juftice and humanity, — he (hewed none,— mer- 
cilefsly trampled upon both, heard neither the 
cries of the unfortunate, nor pitied their dif- 
trefTes, 

If the teftimony of pad centuries in this mat- 
ter is not fuflScient, — confider at this inftant, 
how the votaries of that religion are every 
day thinking to do fervice and honour to God, 
by adions which are a diihonour and fcandal 
to themfelves. 

Vol. II. G g 
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To be convinced of this, go with me for a 

moment into the prifons of the inquifition. 

Behold religion with mercy and judice chained 
down under her feet, — there fitting ghaftlyu- 
pon a black tribunal, propp'd up with racics 

and inftruments of torment, Hark! 

What a piteous groan I — Sec the melancholy 
wretch who uttered it, jud brought forth to un- 
dergo theanguifh of a mock trial, and endure 
the utmoll pains that a ftudied fyftem of reli- 
gious cruelty has been able to invent. Behold , 
this helplefs vi(5lim delivered up to his tormen- 
tors. His body fo wafted with forrow and long 
confinement, you will fee every nerve and muf- 

cle as it fufFers. Obferve the laft movement 

of that horrid engine. What convulfions it 

has thrown him into. Confider the nature 

of the pofture in which he now lies ftretched. 

What exquifite torture he endures by it. 

It is all nature can bear. Good God ! 

See how it keeps his weary foul hanging upon 
his trembling lips, willing to take its leave, -^ 
but not fufFered to depart. Behold the unhap- 
py wretch led back to his cell, — dragged out 
of it again to meet the flames,- -and the infults 
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in his laft agonies, which tins principle thiis 

principle that there can ht religion without mo- 
rality, has prepared for him. 

The fureft way to try the merit of any dif- 
puted notion, — is to trace down the confeqnen- 
ces fuch a notion has produced, and compare 
them with the /pint of chriftianity, — • — It is 
the (liort and decifive rule, which our Saviour 
has left for thefe and fuch like cafes, — and is 
worth a thoufand arguments, — By tbeirfruits^ 
fays he, ye Jhall knonv them. 

Thus religion and morality, like fad friends 
and natural allies, can never be fet at variance, 
• without the mutual ruin and difhonour of them 
both ;— and however goes about this unfriendly 
office, is no well-wiflier to either, — and what- 
ever he pretends, he deceives his own heart, 
and, I fear, his morality as well as his religion 
will be vain. 

1 will add no farther to the length of this 
difcoiirfe, than by two or three (hort and inde- 
pendent Rules, dcducible from what has been 
faid. 

ifl. Whenever a man talks loudly againft 
religion, always fufpe^^ that it is not his reufon 
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but his pafiions which have got the better of his 

creed. KJbad life 2^d 2, good belief 2ir^ dif- 

agreeable and tronblefbrne neighbours, and 
where they fepai^ate, depend upon it, it is for 
no other caufe but quietnefs fake« 

2dly, When a man, thus reprefented, tells 
you in any particular inilahce,' that fuch a 
thing goes agdinft his confcience, ^.always be- 
lieve he means exadly.the iame*^ thing. as when 
he tells you fuch a thing goes againft his flo* 
mach, — a prefent* wa^nt of appetite*, being ge- 
nerally the true caufe of both. 

In a word,--^truft that man in nothing — who 
has not a good confcience.in every thing. 

And in your own cafe remember this plain 
diftindion, a miftake in which has ruined 
thoniands^— ^That your confcience is not a 
law; — n.o,.*TQod smd reafon made the law, 
and has placed Confcience within you to de- 
termine,— not like an Jfiatic Cadi 9 according 
to the ebbs and flows of his own pailions; — 
lm( like z,iiJ^ritiJh judge in this land of liberty, 
irho makes no new law, — but faithfully de- 
iSares that glorious law which he finds already 

ttcn. 

T H E E N D, 
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